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Headteacher’s Comment 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support with our protective measures and 

for continuing to follow the staggered start and end of day arrangements.   

I have been overwhelmed with pride for how well our children have settled into their new classes and 

just how hard they have been working. I am so pleased to be their Headteacher!  

On a daily basis, your children are demonstrating our Wellesley Park core values and as such have 

shown real resilience and responsibility. They have been happy re-connecting with their friends and 

they are so, so keen to learn new knowledge and skills. Our Reception children are now full time and 

have also settled in well and they are very proud to show me their learning. I would like to wish them 

the best start to their school journey with us.    

Over the coming days, teachers will be assessing where the children are and which areas they will need more support 

with, over the academic year. We are confident that we will ‘catch them up’ to where they would have been, whilst also 

ensuring their time at school is positive and memorable. Thereafter, we will continue to build the momentum in our 

learning. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to emphasise the incredible job that the staff at Wellesley Park are doing. They 

have all thrown themselves back into normal (well the new normal!) school-life with enthusiasm and lots of good will. I 

cannot stress the amount of additional work that has occurred and is still occurring, to make sure that our school is COVID-

safe, but also to ensure that all children have returned to school, happy and ready to learn. It is a real team effort!  

Parents’ consultations will continue to happen this half term; however, they may take on a different format to usual. We will 

confirm details next week.  

Lastly, I would just like to reiterate our enormous thanks for your help and support. Being back at school is, as always, 
extremely rewarding. 

With best wishes, 

Mrs Wilkins 

Carly Wilkins  

Headteacher  

9th Oct 2020 

Attendance Data 

Attendance by class for period 21/09/20 to 02/10/20.  This will be updated fortnightly. 

 

Gruffalo  100%  BFG  93.1%  Galadriel 98.3%    

Kipper  99.2%  Matilda  98.8%  Thorin  98.9%   

Jasper  98.7%  Hufflepuff 97.6%  Bagheera 93.5%   

Peter Rabbit 95%  Gryffindor 96.6%  Akela  96.2%    

Mrs TW  99.4%           

          

 



Online Safety - Smart Speakers 

Do you have a home assistant such as Alexa or Echo in your home?  Are you considering 
purchasing one? 
This article helps you think about what is possible, what can go wrong and the decisions you need to 
make about safe use in the home: 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/answers-to-parents-top-questions-about-smart-speakers  
 
It includes information about how young children can make use of them, hidden costs in using them 
and privacy settings.  
 
Use the list of things that can go wrong to help your family agree how your home assistant 
can be enjoyed safely. 

Outdoor Learning Reminder 

 

Outdoor Learning sessions take place each week as follows: 

 

Reception - Friday mornings  Year 4 - Monday mornings 

Year 1 - Tuesday afternoons  Year 5 - Tuesday mornings 

Year 2 - Wednesday mornings  Year 6 - Friday afternoons 

Year 3 - Thursday mornings 

 

If your child has their outdoor learning session during the morning, please 

can you ensure they come to school dressed in comfortable, warm outdoor clothing and trainers / wellington boots if wet. 

They must have a waterproof coat with them in case of showers as they will only go inside if the activity requires them to do 

so, or if the weather is too severe. Children should bring in their school uniform, packed in their school bag, for changing 

into afterwards.   If your child has their outdoor learning session during the afternoon, they should bring their outdoor 

clothes to school with them for changing in to later in the day. 

Bikes / Scooters 

All bikes and scooters must be dismounted before entering the school grounds in the morning.  

At home time children should please walk with their bike/scooter until they are outside of the school gates.  

Out Of School Club - Payment Reminder 

Invoices for ‘Autumn 1’ breakfast and after school club have been sent out - please ensure to make payment by the 

deadline of Friday 16th October.   

Please note that payment for ‘Autumn 1’ sessions must be made in order to secure your sessions for ‘Autumn 2’.   

Flu Immunisation - Form Deadline Reminder 

The flu vaccination is due to take place in school on Monday 19th October 2020. The deadline for completion of the online 

consent form is 14th October 2020. If you haven’t yet done so, please complete the required consent form even if you do 

not consent to the vaccination.  

Please complete the consent form (one for each child, please) using the following link: https://saint.sompar.nhs.uk/flu/2020/

west   

Please ensure your child comes to school 

with a coat every day 

IQ Christmas Cards 

If you have not yet returned your child’s IQ Christmas Card form and you wish to place an order, please 

make sure to do so by Friday 16th October.   

Your payment must be made with the order as per the instructions on the sheet. It can either be by cash or a 

cheque payable to Wellesley Park School PTA. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/answers-to-parents-top-questions-about-smart-speakers
https://saint.sompar.nhs.uk/flu/2020/west
https://saint.sompar.nhs.uk/flu/2020/west


Communicating to School a Positive COVID Test Result 

If you receive a positive COVID test result over the weekend period for your child or a member of your household, please 
call the school mobile and leave a message giving details.  The mobile number is 07395 161339 (this phone will only be 

checked daily over the weekend). 

Introduction to Sarah James - Outdoor Education and Forest School Leader 

Hello, my name is Miss James and I am really excited to join Wellesley Park School as the 

Outdoor Learning and Forest School Leader!   

I have recently moved back to Somerset after being a Class Teacher for the last 4 years in 

Worcester and now I am really looking forward to working with all year groups in developing 

exciting and fun outdoor learning and forest school sessions.   

We will be exploring different subjects outside in a practical approach as well as learning about 

how to look after our environment.   

I have had a wonderful week getting to know everyone and meeting all of the children.  I have 

lots of exciting sessions planned for next week! 

Virtual Harvest Festival 

We are determined to offer as many opportunities to the children and our wider 
community as possible. Obviously, during these challenging times, things may need 
to be organised in a slightly different way. It is a shame that we are unable to come 
together as a community to celebrate Harvest this year, as we know how much our 
families enjoy and support this event.  

With this in mind Mrs Doidge, Mr Carter and the children are working hard to put 
together our first ever virtual Harvest Festival. We are currently recording this and we 
are aiming to send this out to you on Friday 16th October. This recording will include 
all of our usual Harvest favourites including songs, readings and art work. Even though the service will be conducted in a 
different way, we would still be grateful for any contributions of non-perishable foods e.g. tins, pasta etc.  

The Rev Sam Griffiths (who will feature in our recording) will be delivering an assembly to the children via Zoom which 
means that the children will access the assembly in their individual classrooms via the internet.  

At Wellesley Park , we have been working very closely with Tim Potter's butchers, who have provided food parcels, to 
support vulnerable families who require this provision. All donations you make will support this great cause.  

On Monday 12th October we are asking that children to place their donations in boxes which will be in children's 
classrooms. Following government guidelines, we will quarantine any donations for 72 hours before passing them on 
to Tim Potter.  

Thank you for support and we look forward to receiving your donations and we hope you will enjoy our Harvest Festival this 
year. 

Student & Parent Privacy Notice - Update 

 
We have recently updated our student/parent privacy notice with information about how we may 
use your personal data during the public health emergency.  
 
Please see the link to the policy here: https://www.wellesleyparkschool.com/uploads/pdf-files/729-
Student_Parents_Privacy_Notice.pdf   

School applications for September 2021 

For all parents with children starting school in September 2021, you can now apply for your child’s school place by 
following the link below to complete your application:  
 
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/school-admissions-policy/  

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/school-admissions-policy/


Wellesley Park Wellbeing  

The Zones of Regulation 

Life is 10% what happens to us and 90% how we react to it. (Charles 

Swindoll)  

Research has found that children and young people have higher academic 

achievement when taught the strategies of self-regulation. Typically, children 

who can self-regulate will turn into teens and adults who can self-regulate and 

therefore go onto to lead effective and fulfilling lives. 

WP have recently introduced The Zones of Regulation to the whole school – pupils and staff  are enjoying getting to grips 

with the approaches it suggests and all the vocabulary that goes with it! You might hear any one of us mention that we are 

feeling ‘a bit in the yellow zone’ today. All will be explained! 

So, what’s it all about? Well the Zones approach teaches children: 

 A vocabulary of emotional terms 

 How to recognise their own emotions  

 How to detect the emotions of others (read others’ facial expressions) 

 What may trigger certain emotions  

 How others may interpret their behaviour  

 Problem solving skills 

 

Why have WP chosen this approach? By using the Zones of Regulation for the whole school, it provides a common, non-

judgemental, language to discuss emotions. It is simple for children to understand but is helpful for us all! The Zones teach 

healthy coping and regulation strategies.  

Here are the Zones that any one of us might find ourselves in. It is important to say that none of the Zones are ‘bad’ they all 

have their uses in our lives. For example, we would probably be in the Yellow Zone if we were watching our favourite 

football team win a match or in the Blue Zone if we were off sick with a cold.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key points... 

 There is no ‘bad’ Zone 

 Everyone experiences all of the Zones at different times and in different circumstances. 

 We can’t change the way children feel BUT we can help them manage their feelings/states and behaviours. “It’s OK to 

be angry but it is not OK to hit...” 

 You can be in more than one Zone at a time (eg. sad AND angry) 

 



Wellesley Park Wellbeing  

Being ready to learn… 

In lessons, in school, our aim is that children will be in the Green Zone as much as possible – this is the zone where they 

are happy, calm and focused and therefore in the best state to receive information and learn. It’s OK if they’re finding it 

tricky to get into the Green Zone as the Zones approach also gives them a Zones Tool Box to regulate their feelings and 

behaviour so they can get back into a learning frame of mind – the Green Zone. It recognises that everyone has different 

ways of waking themselves up or calming themselves down. We will help all the children to find the best tools for them.  

Here are some ideas: 

 Take a break 

 Breathing exercises 

 Walk around the playground 

 Talk to a member of staff 

 Have a drink 

 Jump up and down 

 Wall push ups 

 

But there are lots more – perhaps you could chat to your child about what might work best for them.  It would be fantastic if 

you as parents and carers could help to familiarise your children with as much Zones vocabulary as possible and if you’d 

like to find out more – please have a look at the website: https://www.zonesofregulation.com/index.html 

There will be more Zones news in the coming weeks as WP roll out this fantastic new programme to help to improve all our 

lives in and out of school.  

Message from Emmaline Hartley-Criddle - Deputy Headteacher and SENDCo 

 

Unbelievably, we are at the end of week 4 already and your amazing 
children have continued to wow us with their willingness to accept change 
and settle down to new learning. 
 
However, we mustn't become complacent about this strange period in 
history - your children will still be adjusting to the new changes in their life-
routines, as well as to the concentrated effort that comes from working hard 
all day. It is perfectly reasonable to expect therefore (once the novelty of 
returning to school has worn off!) that they may start to show signs of 
increased fatigue and/or less resilience to further changes or demands of 
learning. 
 
If this happens, or if your child is anxious at all about any aspect of school or 
their learning - then these two resources are a good place to start in 
supporting them.  

 
 
 
 
 
At school, we regularly talk about the value of having a 'Growth Mindset', 
rather than a 'Fixed Mindset', as this helps you to manage the ups and 
downs that life will always throw our way.  
 
Being resilient to change, being able to have a go and pick yourself up, 
after a failed attempt, are all incredibly important life skills that can help us 
to become and to remain, confident, happy people.  
 
Best wishes 

Mrs Hartley Criddle 

 

 

https://www.zonesofregulation.com/index.html


Pre-school 

The children have been actively learning about numbers through tracing, painting 
and chalking numbers. 
 
The children have been enjoying making new friendships and building relationships.  
We have also been talking about our feelings and behaviours and recognising how 
we are feeling. 

 
We have been learning new stories and story maps 
around the Gingerbread Man.  The children have 
really enjoyed following the pictures and props. 
 
We are also learning about where people live and the types of homes we all live in.  
Much fun has been had making junk models and drawing pictures. 
 

Please ensure you check your Class Dojo account for all information regarding the Pre-
school.  If you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask. 

Reception 

In Reception, we have continued to have lots of fun - even with the weather being a bit 
wet!  

We had our first outdoor learning session where we played lots of games, collected 
items that were of certain colours and even splashed in some huge puddles! We even 
all tried really hard when it came to getting changed afterwards!  

We've continued to learn our Little Red Hen story and are getting really good at 
retelling the story using our story map! We're great at making the story interesting by 
changing our voices!  

We've been learning new letter sounds and are 
playing games to help us remember them - for 
example, matching objects to the letter that they 
start with or jumping alongside individual sounds 
and then blending them together to read words!  

 

For our numbers, we have been concentrating on 
the numbers 6 to 10. We're getting very good at 
recognising them, counting using them and 
representing them in different ways!  

 

Year 1 

Wow! Another two weeks has flown by! Jaspers and Kippers have 
been really busy innovating their story of ‘The Three Little Pigs’. 

The children began by changing the characters and settings before 
they began to write their new story.  

In Maths, the children have moved onto our new topic of addition 
and subtraction and have been exploring using the part part whole 
method to partion numbers. Initially we explored practically with 
numicon and cubes before moving onto recording.  

In Science, the children have been finding out about materials and 
their properties. They have used a word mat to help them describe 
the properties of different materials and discussed whether they 
could use more than one to describe any given material e.g. can it 
be hard and rough?  

In History, the children have also been learning about The 
Gunpowder Plot and comparing differences between then and now.  

 



Year 3 

In Year 3 we have been super busy. In Maths, we have been ordering and comparing numbers to 1000 and today we 

have been counting in 50’s. We had our first French lesson and we learnt how to greet people and ask how they are 

feeling. ‘Bonjour!’ 

In PSHE, we have been talking about our feelings and the Zones of Regulation. If you are feeling green you are happy, 
ready to learn and interested.  

In English, we have now started to imitate the story by changing the characters, the setting and have used our own 
adjectives to make it super interesting.  

In History, we freeze framed the actions for the different jobs around the campfire in the Stone Age. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 

We’ve had a lovely week in Year 2. In English, we have been writing 

our own version of Jack and the Beanstalk by changing the characters 

and using our story map. There have been some fantastic changes 

including witches, unicorns and wolves! 

In maths, we have been practicing counting in 2s,5s,10s and 3s, using 

our place value knowledge to help us. 

We started a new story in guided reading, Jack and the Baked 
Beanstalk. We had a go at predicting what we thought might happen in 
the book and answering questions about the first few pages. We’ve yet 
to get to the exciting twist! 



Year 4 

Year 4 have had another brilliant 2 weeks!  They've thoroughly enjoyed their outdoor 
learning and we've been very impressed with everyone remembering their outdoor 
clothes. 

The children have all had the opportunity to play one of our new rainbow coloured 
Glockenspiels! Each child played along to Mamma Mia using the note 'G'.  The 
instruments were wiped down thoroughly using anti-bacterial wipes before they were 
passed onto the next class. 

In Maths we have continued with our Place Value work - in particular we have been 
ordering and comparing 4 digit numbers and trying to apply this knowledge when 
answering reasoning and problem-solving questions. 

We've almost come to the end of our English unit based around the Rags to Riches 
story of Cinderella.  Today they have invented their own versions of the story which 
we're sure they will be telling you about. 

Last week's Science but really exciting as they got to really imagine and see the 
digestive system. This week they have focussed on understanding the functions of 
the different parts of the digestive system. 

 

Our Reader as a Reader text 'The Fire-work 
maker's daughter' has almost come to an end 
and we have been super impressed with the 
children's enthusiasm for new vocabulary!  A lot 
of the children are trying hard to include lots of 
new words in their writing too. 

During our RE lessons, we read the Rama and 
Sita story which links to the Hindu religion.  Some 
of the children enjoyed acting out the story. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

 

Year 5 

Well, hasn’t the weather certainly changed over the last few weeks? The 
children have definitely settled back into the groove of school and are all 
working so hard. 
  
Last week in outdoors learning, the children spent time exploring the school 
grounds, collecting inspiration for their Autumn poems. The children have 
really captured the season with their imaginative use of language and 
description. 
  
In Maths we have come to the end of our place value topic and have moved 
on to looking at addition and subtraction. We have discussed exchanging 
with addition and have completed some reasoning and problem solving 
based around this. 

  
In English, we have finished analysing Perseus and Medusa and have 
began to innovated our own version. We have completed plans and story 
maps to show the opening, build up, problem, resolution and ending for the 
stories Watch this space for examples of the different parts we have written 
over the next few days. The children have also enjoyed getting to grips with 
our class story ‘The Boy in the girl’s bathroom’. The children have discussed 
their feelings towards the different characters and why they may behave in 
the way they do. 
  
In Science we have continued to look at Earth and Space. We spent times 
discussing the Geocentric and Heliocentric models (ask the children to 
explain) and how theories and ideas change over time with the use of 
evidence and technology. 



Year 6 

 

Although it has been wet and windy, Year 6 have had a fantastic couple of weeks learning. In maths, we have started our 
new block of learning on the four operations - addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. The children have worked 
hard to improve their knowledge of reasoning and problem solving questions alongside enjoying the Ninja Maths scheme to 
support their arithmetic knowledge.  

In English, we have started phase two of our suspense writing to innovate the Hansel and Gretel story. We are focusing on 
building tension within our writing by using pathetic fallacy, personification, a range of grammatical techniques and holding 
the reader to build tension. The children are currently innovating their own ideas and building their understanding of how to 

manipulate grammar and use a range of interesting vocabulary. 

As we continue to dive deeper into Victorian crime and punishment we are looking at the 
work of Thomas Benjamin Kennington 1889 to support in contextualising the Victorian 
period. We have been able to discuss our understanding of chronology and piece together 
a timeline throughout the ages.  

In PE, the children have enjoyed using the Archery equipment provided by SASP.  

To highlight World Mental Health day (Saturday 10th October) we have been exploring 
'worries' and how to deal with them through using a range of strategies; the children have 
shown great maturity in their responses and discussions about this.  

Finally, we enjoyed a visit from Mrs Matthews the Head of School at Court Fields who was 
extremely impressed by the children's behaviour and questions about secondary school 
life.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Nursing Team Visit 

 

The School Nursing Team (Public Health Nursing) visited us on the KS2 playground at pick 

up time yesterday, to offer COVID-19 support and guidance to parents and carers, and 

answer any questions you may have had.   

We hope you found the information and guidance they provided useful.   


