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Headteacher’s Comment 

I hope you are well and that you enjoyed the break. The children have returned to school looking refreshed 

and ready for an eventful and exciting half term.  Believe it or not, we are now on our run up to Christmas. 

There are many events over the coming weeks so please keep an eye on the newsletter for dates.  The 

weather is definitely getting colder so please ensure your child has the necessary clothing for the weather. 

In Monday’s assembly, our new value of Responsibility was introduced. Specifically, we focussed being 

thankful for what we have today.  

It was lovely to see so many parents at parents evening. I was particularly pleased to talk with you about 
all the great work and progress that is being made in each class.  

Thank you. 
 
Carly Wilkins 
Headteacher 
 

Next Week’s Dates for your Diary 

11/11/2019 - Year 6 Mill On The Brue meeting 

for parents, 3.20pm in Bagheera class 

13/11/2019 - Y5 attending Gamelan Orchestra 

workshop at The Castle School, am 

 

14/11/19 - Tempest Photography, Individuals & 

Siblings, am 

 

15/11/19 - Children In Need, Non-School 

Uniform Day for £1 Donation (Yellow/Spotty 

accessory / piece of clothing) 

 

15/11/19 - Open Morning for Sept 2020 

Admissions, 9.30-10.30am 

 

16/11/19 - PTA Bingo, Doors open at 7pm for 

7.30pm start, School Hall 

Wellesley Park is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of the children and expects all staff to share this commitment 

8th November 2019 

Attendance Data 

Attendance by class for the period 14/10/2019 to 23/10/2019.  These will be updated fortnightly. 

Elmer  89.4%   BFG  96.7%   Akela  96.8% 

Gruffalo  96.6%   Matilda  97.9%   Bagheera 94.5% 

Jasper  98.5%   Gryffindor 96.7% 

Kipper  98.3%   Hufflepuff 94.8% 

Mrs Tiggywinkle 97.9%   Thorin   98.9% 

Peter Rabbit 98.5%   Galadriel 98.1% 

Safeguarding Update 

 

 

Understanding behaviour  

 

 

Beneath every behaviour 

there is a feeling, and 

beneath each feeling is a 

need. When we meet that 

need rather than focus on the 

behaviour, we begin to deal 

with the cause and not the 

symptom.  



Message from Mrs Hartley-Criddle - SENDCO and Deputy Headteacher  
 
Firstly, I hope that you have all had an enjoyable week with your children and that you are all ready for this exciting 
half term!   Secondly, I would like to welcome anybody who is interested to a 'Meet Our Send Team' coffee morning, 
on Thursday 16th January: 8.45 - 9.30am. This will be a chance to meet a number of our own SEND support 
staff, as well as some that we work closely with from outside agencies. It would be lovely to see as many of you as 
possible! 
 
For those of you who may have children with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND) there is a great 
webpage known as 'Somerset Choices' which has loads of good advice and support available. The website 
is: https://choices.somerset.gov.uk/  
  
Finally, do you find yourself excessively nagging your children to do what they need to do - ALL OF THE TIME?  
Well don't worry, you are not alone! Maybe my hard-learned, personal 'Top-Tips' will help to make things a little 
easier for you all: 
 
Explain ONLY the action you'd like completed e.g.. 'Clean your teeth.'  

 
Seek child's acknowledgement / repetition of your instruction: 'What do you need to do? 
 
Repeat: 'That's right, clean your teeth.' You might then add 'Now!' or 'Go!'  
 
Now  the hard part - remain calm and quiet!   
 
Don't issue any more instructions / or initiate any further conversation, until task is completed.  
 
Praise the following of the request, not the completion of the task eg. 'Thank you so much for doing as requested 
straight away.' Or, 'I really appreciated how quickly you did that for me.'  
 
I hope it helps!  
 
Kind regards and best wishes 
 
Mrs Hartley-Criddle 

Children In Need Day 
 
There will be a non-school uniform day on Friday 15th November for £1 donations towards 
Children In Need.   
 
The children are invited to wear a yellow or spotty accessory / piece of clothing to show their 
support for Pudsy Bear and this very worth cause.  
 
Children In Need are currently supporting over 3,000 local charities and projects in 
communities across the UK. The projects they fund help children facing a range of 
disadvantages for example poverty and deprivation; children who have been the victims of 
abuse or neglect or disabled young people. 

Lost Property 
 
There are many items of school uniform, trainers, coats and non-uniform clothing in the lost property boxes in the 
school entrance, as well as lunch boxes and water bottles.  Please come and retrieve any lost items before the 
boxes are emptied.   
Please note we have a children’s purse that was found at the school disco - if your child has lost one please see the 
office. 

Bikes / Scooters - Reminder 
 
Please can we remind you that all children should not be riding their bikes or scooters within the school grounds - 
including on all paths within the grounds.  Please could children dismount and walk with their bike or scooter when 
entering the school in the morning.  This also applies at the end of the day where we ask that children walk beside 
their bike or scooter until they are out of the school gates. 



Vocabulary Day – The Found Words 

 
On Wednesday 20

th
 November, we are going to celebrate amazing 

vocabulary!  

Knowing how much the children enjoy an opportunity to dress up, the children 
are invited to come to school dressed as an interesting word. The outfit should 
reflect the definition of the word as well as have the word displayed somewhere 
on it. However, this does not need to be an extravagant costume. A hat, tabard 
or a little bit of creativity can really bring a visual representation of a word alive. 
There is one rule however: Key Stage 2 are not allowed to dress as nouns 
(naming words, e.g. dog, house)! Key Stage 1 and Reception are allowed to 
dress as nouns – unless they would like to be more adventurous! There are 
many ideas online and, in addition to this, there are some included on this page. 
Maybe the children could discover a word that they think no-one else will find?  

Excitingly, this is a cluster-wide event and children at Beech Grove, Rockwell Green, Wellesley Park, Sampford 
Arundel, Langford Budville, St. John’s and Stawley primary schools will also be taking part on the same day.  

The day will have the secondary title of ‘The Found Words’. You may be aware that last year all schools received a 
copy of ‘The Lost Words’ by Robert MacFarlane and illustrated by Jackie Morris. This poetry book highlighted words 
from nature which are being lost from every day vocabulary. Each school will produce their own copies of ‘The 
Found Words’; a visual dictionary that can be used in schools after this event, to help broaden the vocabulary of our 
children. We will be choosing a selection of words to include and these will have a picture of the child dressed as the 
word and a definition.  

Many thanks for your support. 

Mr Carter and Miss Fitzgerald, English Leads  

 

Midday Supervisor Vacancies 
 
We currently have Midday Supervisor vacancies.  Further details and the application form are available on the job 
vacancy section of our school website: 
 
https://www.wellesleyparkschool.com/our-school/vacancies.htm  

Staff Car Park  

Please do not use the staff car park when dropping your children at school, including breakfast club or when 
collecting them at the end of the school day, including after school clubs. 



Pre-School  
 
Next week the pre-school will be learning about people and communities.   

We have asked parents to come into the preschool and talk about their jobs.   
We are looking forward to hearing from a hairdresser and a vet who we have 
scheduled in so far.   
 
This topic will enable the children to experience new skills and resources. 

The children are also making poppies for Remembrance Day.   
 

 

Year 1  
 
We have had a very busy first week back in Year 1 after some spooky and fun events in half term!  
 
This week in Phonics, we have been focusing on the ‘oa’ sound; we have learnt to read and write words which 
include this sound by doing lots of fun activities.  
 
In Maths, we have spent a lot of time exploring the part-part-whole method using numicon to help us find the whole 
and parts.  
 
We introduced a new topic this week; as it was Bonfire night on Tuesday we talked about Guy Fawkes and the 
Gunpowder Plot. We went on to explain how life was very different back then in comparison to now.  
We have produced some amazing artwork of firework displays using pastels, practicing with different line thickness, 
shades and colours.  
 
Year 1 have now got Forest school for the remainder of this half term so be prepared for lots of muddy children!! 

Reception 
 
We have had a fantastic week back at school. When we came in on Monday we found an enormous turnip in the 
classroom. Well, it wasn't a real turnip but it was fun to pretend! We've been learning The Enormous Turnip story all 
week and are now drawing a story map to help us retell the story.  

In phonics we have been learning more letter sounds, including some double letters and lots of us have been 
excited to read our school books at home! Well done! For maths, we have been practising finding one more than 
different numbers and The Enormous Turnip story is great for this skill!  

We have also been to our first assembly with Mrs Wilkins, which was all about Remembrance Day and our first 
celebration assembly, where some of us were given Super Student certificates!  



Year 3 

The children have all settled back into class  after a fun-filled break.  We have enjoyed hearing all about the 
children's adventures over the half-term holiday this week and sharing images of Halloween fun.   
 
This week our focus has been on remembrance and the children have enjoyed finding out about the different 
colours of poppies that people wear and learning about some real animal heroes from World War and World War 2 - 
ask them about Stubby and Cher Ami and how elephants were used to help the war effort!  They have produced 
some lovely poems and there will be a display in the hall next week. The children have also enjoyed supporting the 
poppy campaign and thank you for your generous support.  
 
The PTA have set us a challenge to collect loose change. Each class has their own bottle to collect and we have 
already made a good start - thanks to those who have already added coins to the bottle.  
 
A reminder that PE kits need to be in school all week  and that our PE days are Monday and Friday. 
 
We look forward to another busy and enjoyable half term with excitement building as Christmas looms. 

Year 2 
 
Welcome back! 

We have been really busy in Year 2 this week and have thoroughly enjoyed our Forest School afternoons.  

In English, we have started to learn our new story ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’.  We have learnt our actions to go with 
the story and have been learning about some of the tricky vocabulary in the story.  

In Maths we are continuing to learning more about adding 2 numbers together and how we can use tens and ones 
to help us.  

In History we have been learning about the Gunpowder Plot and have been sequencing what happened in the 
event.  

We have also been learning about Remembrance Day and why we wear poppies. 

 



Year 4 
 
What a fantastic first week we have had in Year 4. We are really 
noticing an improvement in the children’s swimming, and will 
continue our weekly Monday morning lessons this term. Please 
remind the children to bring their kit, as we do not have enough 
spares.  

Children also MUST have a coat in school EVERY DAY now that 
the weather is beginning to change.  

On Tuesday, we were very lucky to have a fantastic visit from 
Hrothgar the Viking. The children enjoyed hearing all about the 
life of a Viking warrior, some of their tales about the Gods as well 
as taking part in a traditional Viking funeral. Take a look at the 
pictures below and ask your child all about what they learnt.  

This term we are also continuing with our clarinet lessons, so 
please ensure your child has their instruments in school every 
Wednesday.  

We are also taking part in some visits to Oaktree Court this half 
term; the first group of children went this week and enjoyed 
making some bird seed with the residents and staff there. All the 
children will have the opportunity to go over the next three weeks.  

 

 



Year 5 

 

Year 5 have made an excellent start to second part of the 
Autumn Term, their behaviour has really stepped up and 
they are working very hard with all their work.  This week we 
have focused on the forthcoming Remembrance Sunday and 
the children have thoroughly enjoyed writing diaries 
imagining they were someone in World War  1 or 2.  Here is 
an example of one of the diaries: 

The children also created some beautiful remembrance 
silhouette pieces of art - which they really enjoyed doing. 

 

Once again we are sorry that we had to cancel the Kilve 
meeting.   

The meeting will now take place on Friday 15th November at 
3:20pm in the hall. The meeting will last approximately 20-30 
minutes and we welcome your children to join you. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Year 6 

 

It has been great to welcome back our Year 6 to the new 

half-term which always proves to be a particularly busy 

one! The classes have settled back in really well and are 

continuing to stretch their learning and challenge 

themselves. They are showing great maturity, dedication 

and working hard to build their resilience.  

 

We have been learning about WW1 and Armistice Day 
(Remembrance day). The children have researched what 
life was like in the trenches and created letters to send 
back home to their loved ones. This links nicely with our 
next English Talk For Writing Unit where we will be 
writing a Portal Tale.  In Maths we have started to learn 
about how to simplify and find equivalent Fractions. We 
look forward to continuing our learning about Charles 
Darwin and Sir Francis Drake. 

The Year 6 House Captains are being selected next 
week and the children must complete their application 
letters, addressed to Mrs Wilkins, over the weekend 
which must be handed in on Monday. There will be two 
representatives selected from each house. As a House 
Captain, the children must model excellent behaviour 
and uphold the values of our school at all times. They will 
support members of staff with various tasks at 
Wellesley  Park throughout the year.  

Reminder -  Mill On The Brue Parents Meeting Monday 
11th November after school in Bagheera Class, we look 
forward to seeing you then. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A beautiful Remembrance poppy created by some of the children 
whilst exploring the outdoors at Forest School. 


