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Headteacher’s Comment 

Wellesley Park Leadership Update 

It is with a sad heart that I am writing to inform you that Mr Mark Carter will be leaving Wellesley Park 
at the end of the academic year. Mark has worked at Wellesley Park for 16 years and in this time has 
supported many pupils, staff and parents. I know that you will agree that Mark is going to be very-
much missed, by us all. 

Mr Carter is going to be taking some time to consider his further career steps, though I am sure that he 
will go on to offer his expertise to the Early Years profession - for the benefit of many more pupils and 
families. 

Whilst Mr Carter will continue to work with us until the end of term, it does mean that we have to plan for change at 
Wellesley Park. In consultation with The Castle Partnership Trust and our own SLT team, we will be advertising for an 
Early Years Foundation Stage Phase Leader as well as a KS1 Phase Leader. This will add to our current capacity and 
expertise within school. We will undertake the recruitment process this half term so that these positions will be filled, ready 
for September. 

I know that you will all be wishing Mr Carter the very best for his future and sending many thanks for all he has done for us, 

here at Wellesley Park. 

With best wishes, 

Mrs Wilkins 

7th May 2021 

Attendance figures for period 19th April to 30th May 

Gruffalo  98.93%   BFG   99.09%   Galadriel  97.50% 

Jasper  99%   Matilda   96.94%   Akela   99.13% 

Kipper  100%   Gryffindor  98.46%   Bagheera  96.93% 

Mrs TW  99.81%   Hufflepuff  97.40% 

Peter Rabbit 97.49%   Thorin   99.17% 

Our Wellesley Park Value for this half-term is Integrity  



Forest School/Outdoor Learning Update from Miss James - Outdoor Education & Forest School Leader  

Update on our specialist Forest School provision, for: SEMH / Social Communication / Motor Skills & 

Emotional Regulation and our Outdoor Learning for All 

Summer is finally here!! We have had a wonderful time enjoying the sun this week in Outdoor Learning and Forest School! 

There are just a couple of reminders now that the sun is out and temperatures are rising: 

 Please do check the weather forecast as we are having lots of spells of rain at the moment, so children will still need 
waterproof coats as we do stay out no matter what the weather! 

 Children will still need sensible clothes, sun hat (if available) and shoes for Outdoor Learning. No sandals or flip flops 
please – we do a lot of running around! 

 On Outdoor Learning and Forest School days, children might want to bring in an extra water bottle. 

 Please can sun cream be applied BEFORE your child comes to school. 

Outdoor Learning Highlights 

In Year 1, continuing our ‘Explorers’ topic – we looked at how we can create maps so we 
started by identifying the different features around our outdoor area and then created it using 
lolly sticks and other natural materials we could find! We then used these real maps to draw 
our own, really focusing on the features – we even put where the compass points were. 

In Year 5 and 6, we have been focussing on angles and what angles we can fine in our 

outdoor areas. We used sticks to create our own names to practice identifying different angles. 

We looked at how to use a protractor by using rope, chalk and the 

netball semi-circle. This really helped us to use a protractor 

accurately. We looked at the artist Wassily Kandinsky who used 

shape and colour to portray different emotions and even music. 

We then looked more closely at some of his paintings identifying 

and measuring the different angles we could see. There were so 

many to choose from. We then created our own abstract artwork 

by either drawing or by using different coloured leaves and sticks. 

Forest School Update 

We have been getting up to all sorts in Forest School! We have created wood cookie necklaces and we had to really 

persevere to drill the holes! We have made magical potions in the mud kitchen with all sorts of ingredients including 

poisonous leaves, healing flowers and a frog’s tongue (no frogs were harmed!!)!  

We have been creating hedgehog homes around the forest school so they have a safe place to stay! In our craft station we 
have made friendship bracelets to give to our friends and to practice our knot tying. Now Spring has sprung, we had a 
lovely time identifying the different leaves in Forest School and the different plants in our area. 

Miss James’  

In every newsletter, Miss James includes a ‘wish list’ of everyday household items that are needed to help make Outdoor 

Learning and Forest School both fun and educational!  

We are hoping that you may have these items laying around the house, or shed, collecting dust.   If you do have something 

and are willing to part with it, could you please give it to your child to bring in.  We will make sure it is quarantined and 

sanitised before other children handle it. 

This week’s wish list:  

 Miss James needs help finding some new tree stumps for children to sit on so if anyone has any 

ideas – they are very welcome! 

 Buckets/storage boxes. 

 Any plastic/metal cups to drink hot chocolate out of. 

Thank you everyone!  

 



A Big Win! 

 

On Thursday we were thrilled to hear that our school had won a wonderful selection of 

brand new books, thanks to Mrs Harris entering a competition in Parent Talk magazine!   

 

We received a wide range of fiction, non-fiction, 

biographies and activity books.  These will make a 

wonderful addition to our library - the children can’t 

wait to get reading!   

Communicating to School a Positive COVID Test Result 

If you receive a positive COVID test result for your child or a member of your household over the weekend or during the 
half-term break, please text or call the school mobile and leave a message giving details.  The mobile number is 07395 

161339 (this phone will only be checked daily). 

Important Reminder - After School 

Please can we remind parents and carers to be vigilant in keeping your child with you at the end of 

the school day, to ensure that children are not playing on the play equipment - which the school is 

currently not using - or in other areas that are out of bounds.   

Please can we also make you aware that the sand pit is currently out of use and therefore children 

should not be playing in it for sanitary reasons.    

We have also had reports of children playing in the shrubbery outside the Year 5 classrooms/Out of School Club room - 

please note the shrubbery area is out of bounds.   

Many thanks for your support in keeping the children and the school safe . 

Royal British Legion Centenary  

Did you know that the Royal British Legion is 100 this year? It was formed in the aftermath of the First 

World War when four organisations came together to fight the injustices faced by those returning 

home after service – and became the British Legion in 1921. 

Due to Covid-19 the income of the Poppy Appeal was affected last year. We would like to support the 

Royal British Legion at school by taking part in 'Dress Down Friday'. This will be on Friday 14th May.  

We are asking that children wear something red or just their own clothes for a small 50p donation. Let's turn Wellesley Park 

red!  

E-Safety Update 

Online Tutors - Keeping Children Safe 

The Covid19 pandemic has led to a surge in tutors being employed to support pupils with catch-up or 

extra-curricular activities that they would normally attend face-to-face. 

 

London Grid For Learning have released new guidance for parents and carers to help keep children 

safe as they learn online with tutors. This includes a poster including simple tips for parents: https://

safeblog.lgfl.net/2020/10/online-tutors-keeping-children-safe/    

Please see the poster attached with the newsletter. 

The Feel Good Café 

Wellington Community Counselling are providing new virtual Feel Good Café support group. The next Café is on Monday 
10

th
 May at 11:30am.  Please see the link below for further details: 

https://www.wellington-counselling.co.uk/event/the-feel-good-cafe/?fbclid=IwAR1ykZqzeIdiGsLWlkazfx-

3XKa5neO_O_UDxnY86QD6WxxlmhYpZIfJNio    

https://www.wellington-counselling.co.uk/event/the-feel-good-cafe/?fbclid=IwAR1ykZqzeIdiGsLWlkazfx-3XKa5neO_O_UDxnY86QD6WxxlmhYpZIfJNio
https://www.wellington-counselling.co.uk/event/the-feel-good-cafe/?fbclid=IwAR1ykZqzeIdiGsLWlkazfx-3XKa5neO_O_UDxnY86QD6WxxlmhYpZIfJNio


Reception 

In Maths, we have been trying really hard to learn how to share into groups. We did such a good 
job of sharing things such as food and toys that, this week, we have been learning how to count in 
2s, 5s and 10s! Wow - what maths stars we are!  

In Phonics, we have continued to learn how to spell and read words that contain consonant blends 
- words such as tent, sleep and jump.  

Our Talk for Writing story is Goldilocks and The Three Bears and we have continued to learn the 
story using actions and a story map. We also had fun acting out the story - pretending to eat 
porridge, 'breaking' chairs and sleeping in beds! We've learned some more about different types of 
bears - some of them are 3 times taller than we are! Eeeek!  

Outside, we turned our new cabin into a garden centre! Now the outdoor area has all types of seeds growing all over the 
place! We're really excited to see what grows...! 

Pre-School 

This week we have focused on shapes and colours through a variety of activities, including going on a shape hunt in the 

garden.  The children have been learning about shapes in their environment and spotting the colours they can see in the 

Pre-school. 

We have had fun tipping and pouring with pasta and spoons, 

and got creative making nature plates.  The children have 

also enjoyed lots of role play - delivering letters as Postman 

Pat, and a pirate ship with treasure!  We also celebrated Star 

Wars Day on 4th May!   

Year 1 

Another two weeks have absolutely flown by in Year 1! The children have continued to learn about 

multiplication in Maths. They looked very closely at arrays, learning the differences between 

columns and rows as well as writing repeated addition number sentences to go with the arrays 

they made. 

In English the children have innovated a recount and have been writing fantastic letters. During 

this topic the children have also learnt about first person pronouns such as I and we, as well as 

beginning to look at what the prefix ‘un’ does to a word.  

In Science, we have begun our topic all about plants. Last week the children looked at common 

wild plants they might find and we will be moving on to finding out about garden plants as well as 

trees. 

The children have also just started their new topic in History, all about explorers. In this topic the 

children will look at Neil Armstrong, Christopher Columbus and Ranulph Fiennes, discovering all about their expeditions 

and making up their own opinion on who they think is the greatest explorer! 



Year 2 

What a wonderful few weeks we have had in Year 2! The children have all shown fantastic integrity and resilience to their 

learning.  

In English, we have been continuing with our story ‘The Magic Paintbrush’. The children have been innovating the story 

this week to write their own story and they have all had fantastic ideas!   

In Maths, we have nearly finished learning about fractions. The children have done amazingly; recognising and finding a 

half, a quarter and a third! 

In Science, we have introduced our plants topic. We started the topic by planting our own seeds and are observing them 

grow in the classroom, where we are making sure they have enough sunlight and giving them plenty of water! This week 

we also wrote a set of instructions on how to plant a seed.  

For DT this term we are looking at sculptures. We looked at some different sculptures and the children thoroughly enjoyed 
pretending to be different sculptures.  

Year 3 

We have had another busy couple of weeks in Year 3. We have thoroughly enjoyed learning about the inside of a volcano 
and have been writing Haiku poems for our volcano display. 

In English, we have learnt the new skill of ‘show, not tell’ where, as a writer, you describe how someone is feeling without 
using the emotion word. We used this to describe how the main character in Best Enemies was feeling. 

In Maths, we have continued to develop our understanding of fractions and have been comparing and ordering them using 
the terminology ‘ascending’ and ‘descending’. 

We have been discussing healthy party food in PSHE using the healthy eating food plate and talking about food groups and 
why they are important for us. 

Don’t forget our PE slots are on a Wednesday and Thursday so please make sure PE kits are in school for these times. 



Year 5 

It was so lovely to see so many of you for parent’s evening. It feels like it 

was such a long time ago that we all had the chance to see each other in 

person. Year 5 have been working extremely hard over the last few weeks 

and have produced some really fantastic work. 

In Talk for Writing, we have been looking at portal tales and how authors 

use hooks in their opening paragraphs and pages to really make the reader 

want to read on. We discussed how important it is to get the reader asking 

questions about what is happening and what might happen next. The 

children wrote different styles of openings including openings which suggest 

something dangerous might happen, openings which have a trigger or 

dilemma and openings which contrast for example the outside with the 

inside. Here are some of the examples of the great writing we have 

produced. 

We have also been gripped by our Reading as Reader text ‘ The Secrets of 
a Sun King’. This has linked in really well to out talk for writing topic and 
allowed us to magpie ideas and description to include in our own work.  

In Maths, we have been focusing on the written methods for 

multiplication and division and making sure that we remember to 

include our workings out. We are also having a quick recap on 

fractions before we move on to look at decimals next week.  

In Science, we looked at reversible changes. We melted chocolate 

and then discussed how we could reverse the change. It was so hard 

not to eat the chocolate!   

We are now coming to the end of our Materials and their properties 

topic and will be moving on to Electricity.  

 

 

Year 4 

In Year 4 we have been super busy but we also having lots of fun. We have been looking at Pop Art and how to choose 
complimentary colours to make bold pictures. The children have traced a photo of themselves and created replicate 
pictures in the style of Andy Warhol. We will spend the next few weeks experimenting with different medium to create 
different pictures and different types of mood.  

In History, we have started to look at Anglo Saxons and the children created passports to show where the Anglo Saxons 
came from and why they wanted to invade Britain.  

We have been looking at love in RE, in particular how Jesus showed agape (unconditional love) and how this is told 
through his parables such as the Good Samaritan, which the children acted out.  

In Maths, we have almost finished decimals and we will be moving onto money and time, both of which are essential life 
skills.  If your child cannot yet tell analogue time (from a clock face) or giving coins as change then please spend some time 
practising these skills at home.    



Year 6  
 

Year 6 have had a great couple of weeks full of exciting learning inside and outside of the 
classroom.  
 
In English, we are continuing our work on our ‘flashback tales’ with a focus on characterisation. 
The children have written some excellent pieces of short-burst writing.  They are becoming more 
confident in experimenting with structure and vocabulary which has been a pleasure to see. 
 
We are coming to the end of our class novel for Guided Reading - Skellig by David Almond. The 
children are becoming more excited with every chapter read to discover what happens in the end. 
 
In Maths, having reviewed data handling last week, we have begun work on properties of shape 
getting to grips with missing angles on a straight line and around a point. This week, we have 
been focussing on vertically opposite angles, and angles in a triangle, alongside reviewing our 
knowledge of acute, obtuse and reflex angles.  
 
In Geography, we have begun to explore the amazing continent of North America, considering the different countries with 
their different populations, physical and human features within them. As part of our new RE topic, we have started to 
explore Humanism and we looking forward to deepening our understanding of different world views.   
 
Last week, we were very lucky to be able to take part in a live opera session with JackDaws Opera where the children 
listened to live opera singers and took part with actions to go with the performance.  The children heard from soprano, 
mezzo-soprano, tenor, baritone and bass voices. 

 
 


