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Headteacher’s Comment 

Christmas has well and truly arrived at Wellesley Park! Our Reception children put on a fabulous performance at 
their nativity production yesterday. They did so well and we are all very proud of them. Thank you to everyone 
who came to watch - your support was really appreciated. 

We have been working hard, behind the scenes, to improve our curriculum design this term. We have been 
focusing on the content of our whole curriculum to ensure that there is a much greater emphasis on the ‘powerful 
knowledge’ that children need, in order to truly understand new concepts and to provide opportunities to apply 
that knowledge. We have looked at each subject in turn and we are currently identifying the essential knowledge 

that we feel is the children’s minimum entitlement - then deciding how best approaches to teach it. 

This year we will be producing subject-specific 'Knowledge Organisers'. These are the ‘go-to’ documents outlining the essential 
knowledge that the teachers will be covering across a unit of work; including dates, key objectives, vocabulary, definitions and 
other information. These will be shared with pupils, parents and carers before units of work are taught with the aim that 
everyone knows exactly what is being taught and what it is the children need to learn. We ask that parents read through these 
Knowledge Organisers at home with their children, when they in place next term. 

In assemblies, we are continuing to focus on our school values: - Respect, Resilience, integrity, tolerance, responsibility and 
excellence. This week we have explored taking personal responsibility for being the best we can be. Please support your child/
children to understand the importance of this message.  

Finally, a big thank you to everyone who has donated items for the Christmas Fayre tomorrow and to the PTA for organising the 
whole event.  Please come along and support this fabulous, festive afternoon; I know it will be a huge success!  

Next Week’s Dates for your Diary 

 
9/12/19 - Year 5 & 6 Christmas Carol Service, 

4pm at Wellington Baptist Church 

10/12/19 - Flu Immunisation, whole school, am 

11/12/19 - Year 3 & 4 Christmas Carol Service, 

4pm at Wellington Baptist Church 

12/11/19 - Polling Day, Pre-School closed 

12/11/19 - Hot School Meals Christmas Dinner 

13/12/19 - KS2 Panto Visit, The Playhouse, 

Weston Super Mare, am 

Wellesley Park is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of the children and expects all staff to share this commitment 

6th December 2019 

Attendance Data 

Attendance by class for the period 18/11/2019 to 29/11/2019.  These will be updated fortnightly. 

Elmer  88.4%   BFG  95%   Akela  94.5%  

Gruffalo  94.1%   Matilda  97.4%   Bagheera 98.2% 

Jasper  89%   Gryffindor 95.2% 

Kipper  92.6%   Hufflepuff 99.1% 

Mrs Tiggywinkle 96.8%   Thorin   94.3% 

Peter Rabbit 97.6%   Galadriel 97.3% 

Safeguarding Update 

 

Parenting can be the most wonderful job in the world but at some 
point, all parents need a bit of help. Finding the right advice can be 
difficult so, this website has been designed to support parents and 
carers to find the information they need to help them with the job 
of 'being a parent'. 

  

https://www.cypsomersethealth.org/parent_and_carer_toolkit 

https://www.cypsomersethealth.org/parent_and_carer_toolkit


Christmas Jumper Day - Save The Children 
 

Children are invited to wear their Christmas jumper to school on Friday 20th 
December for a £1 donation towards Save The Children.   
 
Save The Children work to improve the lives of children through better 
education, health care, and economic opportunities, as well as providing 
emergency aid in natural disasters, war, and other conflicts. 

Midday Supervisor Vacancies 
 

We currently have Midday Supervisor vacancies.  Further details and the application form are available 
on the job vacancy section of our school website: 
 
https://www.wellesleyparkschool.com/our-school/vacancies.htm  

Message from Mrs Hartley-Criddle 
 
It's nearly Christmas! How has that happened already? I can't believe I am already nearly at the end of 
my first, fantastic term at Wellesley Park - it already feels like I belong, thanks to everybody's kindness 
and support. I feel very lucky.  
 
I would just like to note a couple of things that might be useful for you to know: 
 
SUGAR ALERT! Is your child is struggling to regulate themselves at the start of the school day? Then 
maybe have a really good look at what they are having for breakfast / lunch. Many cereals/fruit juices/
squashes/spreads/packet and processed foods are packed with hidden sugars. Trying to encourage less 
sugar in your child's diet may have a massive impact on their ability to focus and achieve throughout the 
school day. 
 
BIRTHDAYS! We have a few children in school who do not eat sweets / chocolate - so if you are planning 
on providing a class treat for your child's birthday, please be mindful that a couple of non-sweet 
alternatives would be extra thoughtful of you! 
 
COFFEE MORNING! On Tuesday 10th December from 8.45 - 9.30am, I will be in the school library / hub 
with mince pies, tea & coffee and a smile, for anybody who would just like to come and join me for an end 
of term 'We've Survived!' catch-up. We can chat about anything - including Christmas or the weather - I 
really don't mind! It would just be great to have a bit of time with you.  
 
PARENTING SUPPORT! In early January I will be hosting a fantastic new 'Care for The Family' parenting 
course with a lovely lady called Vivien Head. I am hoping to learn lots of new strategies and to be joined 
by lots of Wellesley Park's parents too! More information will follow shortly... 
 
Thank you once again - have a safe and happy Christmas. 

Hot School Meals Reminder 
 

If ordering on a weekly basis, school meals must be ordered no later than the Tuesday for the following 
week.  Meals can also be booked in advance.   
 
You can currently book meals for December, January and February via ParentPay.   
 
Children who have not been booked on for school meals must be provided with a packed lunch.   



Pre-School  
 

This week we have been making festive goodies including cards, sponge painted Christmas shapes, fake 

snow land, reindeer handprints, tree decorations and Christmas snowflakes. 

The children have been practising Christmas songs and dancing ready for our parent concert. 

 

We also have our upcoming Christmas raffle prize draw on Wednesday 18th and Christmas parties on 

Friday 20th to look forward to. We wish all our families a Merry Christmas and an even happier New Year. 

Reception 
 
We have had such a busy few weeks! 

All the children have been practising the Nativity and have enjoyed going on stage for the first time this 
week. Thank you for all of the fantastic costumes that you have brought in, the children look amazing! 

In class we have continued to look at ‘The Enormous Turnip’ but instead of storytelling we have focused 
on a turnip soup recipe. Some of the children have even had a go at writing the instructions. The 
teachers have been blown away by the amazing writing! 

This week we have begun to look at ‘time’ in maths. We have thought about days of the week and what 
routines happen during the day. 

Thank you again to all the parents who are able to come in and read in the morning with your children. It 
is so lovely to see you all in the classroom. We know the children enjoy showing you their learning 

Jessica’s Trampoline Success - Update 

Jessica in Year 6 has continued with her trampoline success, winning 
the Somerset Young Sports Performer of The Year 2019 at the SASP 
Annual Awards at Somerset County Cricket Club.   Congratulations 
Jessica! 
 
Jessica was interviewed by Ben McGrail, ITV correspondent, and when 
asked why she loved trampolining so much she answered "I love how 
when you bounce gravity takes control of you in a way but allows you to 
do whatever skills you want". 
 
In addition, Jessica has also been selected for the England DMT Squad 
11-13 year olds for 2020. 
 
Jessica has Great Britain trials for trampoline in December so she continues to train hard to try and make 
the British Gymnastics National Performance Pathway at Lilleshall National Sports Centre. 
 
Well done Jessica and good luck with the trials - we are all behind you. 

Christmas Carol Service Response/Consent Slips - Reminder 
 

The deadline has now passed for returning response slips for the Years 3 & 4 and Years 5 & 6 Christmas 

Carol Services.  If you have not returned a slip for your child please can you do so urgently in order to 

give necessary consent.  We still need your response slip even if your child will not be attending the Carol 

Service.   

 

It is important that we confirm the number of children that will be walking to the Church with staff in order 

to arrange appropriate supervision, as well as making necessary arrangements for the children who will 

be staying in school.   

 

If we do not receive a response slip for your child they will need to remain in school and be collected at 

the end of the school day as normal.   



Year 2 
 

We have been starting to get to grips with our school Christmas play, learning our songs and finding out 
who we will be.  

In English this week we have been retelling the story of Jack and the beanstalk making sure we are using 
adjectives and adverbs in our writing. Each morning as we start our day we have been practising new 
joins to help us improve our joined up writing. We had a fantastic time at Court Fields on Friday morning 
and really enjoyed meeting children from other schools and joining in with lots of different activities lead 
by the amazing Sports Leaders.  

 

 

In Maths this week we have moved on to start learning about money! Please help your child by letting 
them pay for things and by discussing the value of different coins and notes.  

 

  

Year 1  
 
In Year One these past few weeks, we have continued our English unit on based on ‘Little Charlie’. We 

have started planning our own story, innovating the original story to include our own ideas. In Maths, we 

have been working on our numbers bond within 10 and children have been working practically exploring 

number bonds and writing them systematically!  

In Science, we have become weather reporters by recording a daily weather report. We have used a 

thermometer to measure the temperature, a weather vane to measure the wind direction and a rain 

gauge to measure the rainfall (watch this space for the future weather men and women!!!).  

We want to thank you all for your continuous support with home reading; we have really noticed a 

difference since we introduced the reading rocket and a lot of children are taking off (excuse the pun!) 

and are earning 5 Class Dojo’s each week!!  



Year 4 
 

Over the last few weeks, the Year 4 children have made us really proud on our visits to Oaktree Court. 
The children have enjoyed sharing things from home with the residents, singing songs to them and 
playing music. All of the children were a credit to the school, behaving impeccably and really making the 
day of both the residents and the staff working at Oaktree Court.  

Although we have finished our visits for this term, the children will get the opportunity to return for another 
visit later on in the year.  

We have also been very impressed with the children’s attitude to swimming this term, and they have all 
made great progress. Please can all the children, except those in Mrs Wrightson’s swimming group, bring 
pyjamas as well as their swimming costumes next week, as they will be developing their life saving skills, 
mimicking what to do if ever they got into trouble in the water. It might also be a good for the children to 
bring a plastic bag to put their wet things in once they get out of the pool.  

 

Year 5 

 

Thank you for all the coins which the children brought in to put in the bottle in their classroom for the 
Loose Change Challenge.  Both classes contributed an extremely generous amount to the PTA.   

The children have been working hard in English, learning to use prepositions and Power of 3 sentences 
to improve their story writing.  

In Maths the children have begun a unit on multiplication and division and enjoyed learning about 
multiples of numbers. They will now move onto looking at factors, square, cube and prime numbers. 

Just a reminder that it is the Year 5/6 Carol Concert at the Baptist Church on Monday. If you are unable to 
attend, please collect your child (if they are going) at 4:45pm outside the church. 

 

 

Year 3 
 
A big thank you to all who donated to the PTA loose change challenge.  Our bottles were full and Matilda 
class managed to raise the most across the whole school – CONGRATULATIONS!  They will be looking 
forward to an afternoon watching a DVD and having some popcorn.   
 
Rehearsals are in full swing for our Nativity concert next Wednesday. If you have not already returned 
your form to say whether or not your child can attend please can you do so by Monday.  We would also 
really appreciate your support trying to learn the hymns and songs.   
 
The children have been working really hard this week on their times tables especially the 2s, 3s, 4s and 
8s.  Regularly practising these through the Times Table Rock Stars has really helped.  Some of them are 
really beginning to grow in confidence which is lovely to see. The more they can also practise at home the 
better.  We have also started innovating our Little Red Riding Hood stories and will be writing them up 
next week.  In science we have enjoyed doing an experiment on reflective materials using torches and a 
range of different materials.   
 
Please can we remind you to sign your child’s reading record book on a daily basis to ensure that they 
are reading. This does not always mean that they must read to you but that they are reading every day as 
this is still a vital skill.   Thanks for your support with this. 



Year 6 

 

Year 6 have had another exciting fortnight in the build up to Christmas. We are very proud of two of our 
House Captains, Kelsey and Theo, who had the honour of switching on the Christmas lights in Wellington 
on Saturday.  The event was hosted by Claire Carter from BBC Radio Somerset and they were joined by 
the Mayor, Councillor Janet Lloyd.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Maths we have been getting to grips with different calculations involving the important area of fractions 
and in English we have produced some amazing writing using the technique of Pathetic Fallacy. 
  
Bagheera class have been staining paper with tea in order to give that antique effect to their Ship's Logs 
which they have been writing as part of our topic about Sir Francis Drake.  In Science, Akela class have 
been investigating how the buoyancy of an egg is changed by adding salt to water and continuing with 
their learning of evolution. 
  
In P.E. the children have been devising their own dances to a piece of music, working collaboratively and 
performing their routines to the group. In our reading sessions, the children are enjoying the book 
Rooftoppers by Katherine Rundell and The boy at the back of the class by Onjali Q Rauf. 
  
Finally, we look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our Year 5 and 6 Christmas Service at 
the Baptist Church in Wellington on Monday 9th December 2019 at 4.00pm. 
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