
Wellesley Park 

Primary School 

Headteacher: Carly Wilkins 

Wellesley Park Primary School 

Homefield, Wellington 

Somerset, TA21 9AJ 

Headteacher’s Comment 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Well, the first week back has flown by and everybody seems to have hit the ground running with 

positivity and enthusiasm!  

It was lovely to see and speak to so many parents at our parents evening. I hope that you enjoyed 
looking at your child’s work and meeting with your child’s class teacher. We are so proud of the school 
communication between school and home. We had a really positive uptake for appointments, with 
92% of our parents/carers  attending in person or via phone/teams.  

 

Online Safety  

I am pleased to announce that Wellesley Park is now a National Online Safety Certified 

School!  

A big thank you to Mrs Whittle who has worked restlessly towards this accreditation, 

since her return from maternity leave in the Summer term. Also thank you to parents 

who signed up to the platform and are now using it to find useful resources and 

complete courses to improve your knowledge on how to keep your children safe online. 

This is, and will continue to be, a whole school endeavour to ensure we are all aware of 

the risks that children face when online, teaching them how to be responsible and 

keeping them safe. 

Staffing News 

Congratulations to Miss Atri who is expecting the arrival of her second child in the spring. Miss Atri will continue to work 

with into the Spring term when a new appointment will be made to join the office team.  

House Captains  

We have appointed our new Year 6 House Captains. We want to thank all the children who applied for the role of House 

Captain, this year. Each letter was written with real care, paying particular attention to our school values. 

Blackdown - Zak and Roch 

Exmoor - Scarlett A and Jack 

Quantock - Sophie and Fletcher 

Mendip - Ryan and Holli 

School Applications for September 2022 

For all parents with children starting school in September 2022, you can now apply for your child’s school place by 

following the link below on the school website that will take you directly to the Somerset application page. This link will take 

you directly to the Somerset County Council admission page. If you or any of your friends would like to visit the school, 

please contact the school office and we can arrange a socially distant school visit. 

Apply to start school for the first time (somerset.gov.uk)  

 

5th Nov 2021 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/apply-to-start-school/


Online Safety 

 
What parents/carers need to know about TikTok 

 
TikTok has quickly become one of the world’s most downloaded apps. There are now around a 
billion TikTok users worldwide, almost half of whom (41%) are in the 16–24 age bracket. TikTok 
itself advises a minimum age of 13 to access the platform, but reports suggest that some children 
as young as 10 use it. 

 
But how does TikTok actually work? Why do so many people find it addictive? How easy is to view 
age-inappropriate content?  And should children and young people even be on the platform at all? Find out with this week’s 
guide posted on Class Dojo.   

Harvest Festival Food Donation 

 

We have received a certificate of recognition from Taunton Foodbank following the food donations collected at the Harvest 

Festival.  Thanks to your wonderful efforts, the school managed to donate 83.7kg of food which will help to make a 

difference to those living in poverty.   

 

Thank you and well done to everyone!     

 

Wellesley Park Primary School Facebook Page  

Have you visited and followed our school Facebook page?  We regularly post updates, news, events and other information.  

Please see the link to our page below and click on ‘follow’ to link our posts to your newsfeed. 

https://www.facebook.com/WellesleyParkPrimarySchool  

Headteacher’s Comment cont’d 

Coats 

As the weather is now changing and the days are getting colder, could we please remind all parents/carers to make sure 

that your child or children bring a named coat into school for them to wear at break and lunchtime. We do always try to 

make sure that the children play outside as much as possible so having a warm coat is essential on cold days. 

KS2 SATs 2022 

Year 6 children are working especially hard at the moment in preparation for their end of Key Stage assessments, in 
Reading, Mathematics and SPAG (Spelling, punctuation and grammar). These assessments are between Monday 9th May 
and Friday 13th May. Please do not book any holidays during this week, as your child will be unable to catch up on these 

important assessments.  

Best wishes 

Mrs Wilkins 

Headteacher 

https://www.facebook.com/WellesleyParkPrimarySchool


New School Email Address 

Please note that the school has a new email address - office@wellesleyparkschool.com  

Please use this address for any future emails to the school.    

Thank you. 

Odd Sock Day - Anti-Bullying Week 

Anti-Bullying Week 2021 is happening from Monday 15th – Friday 19th 
November and has the theme ‘One Kind Word’. During that week the 
children will be learning about different types of Bullying and particularly 
about saying Kind Words. 

On Monday 15th November we would like all the children to come to 
school wearing odd socks!   Odd Socks are all about fun and laughter, 
but more importantly they deliver a message of individuality, 
acceptance and tolerance. Which is what being an Odd Sock is all 
about… because everyone is different and that’s good! 

Children In Need 

BBC Children in Need raise money to fund local charities and projects who help remove the 

barriers that are facing children and young people, so that they can thrive.  Their mission is to help 

ensure every child in the UK is safe, happy, secure and has the opportunities they need to reach 

their potential.  

On Friday 19th November we will be having a non-school uniform day and collecting £1 

donations to support this worthy cause.  Please can your child bring their £1 donation in to school 

with them on the day. 

Thank you. 

Royal British Legion 2021 Service of Remembrance & Poppy Appeal  

The Royal British Legion will be holding a Service of Remembrance and Wreath Laying Ceremony at 

the war memorial in Wellington Park at 3.15pm on Sunday 14th November.  Two children from 

Wellesley Park School will be laying a wreath on behalf of the school.   

We have poppies for sale in school, as well as wrist bands, key rings and stationery items.  If your 

child would like to buy a poppy or other item, please can they bring a donation in to school with them 

next week.   

Our Wellesley Park School Value for this half-term - Responsibility 



Message from Miss James - Outdoor Education and Forest School Leader 

Update on our specialist 'Forest School' provision for: SEMH / Social 

Communication / Motor Skills & Emotional Regulation and our fabulous 'Outdoor 

Learning for All' 
 
Outdoor Learning Highlights 
 

This week, we have really felt the winter chill! 

REMINDER! 

It is imperative that all children bring in their waterproof coats and appropriate, waterproof 

shoes as well as warm layers as the weather is getting a lot colder and wetter. Unless it is 

extreme weather – we will stay outside for the whole two-hour session! 

In Year 4, we had a fantastic start to our History learning! We had to investigate lots of different 

artefacts that were hidden around the field. We had to try and guess what each artefact was, 

what it was made out of and what it was used for. We came up with lots of exciting and abstract 

ideas on some of them and it helped us narrow down that we are going to be learning about 

Ancient Greece!!  

In Year 5, we started our Geography topic by revisiting our map skills. We had to follow the 

arrow trails to uncover a European country. We learnt how to orientate our maps to ensure we 

found the correct letter.  This was tricky for some of us but we got there in the end! We then 

had to create our own arrow trails which we gave to another group to work out! We had a lot of 

fun! 

Outdoor Learning (OL) sessions will take place each week as follows: 

 

 
 

Forest School Update 

We have had a wonderful start to Forest School getting to know each other! We started off 

introducing each other and then we created wooden name cookies where we had to write our 

names and draw a picture of something that represented us! We produced lots of interesting 

pictures such as rainbows, dogs, cats and even an anaconda! We then had a go at drilling a hole 

to attach the string to make them into necklaces. 

In the mud kitchen, we have been creating lots of different dishes, full of exciting ingredients found 

around Forest School.  The dishes were fit for the Ritz but they were very expensive! In the craft 

station, we created magic wands and cast lots of different spells - Miss James got turned into a 

frog several times! 

We loved playing on the swings and balance beams and finding worms for the chickens to eat! 

Some of us even got to see one of our chickens lay an egg! This was just amazing to see and we 
are very proud of our first egg. 

Please see the next page for Miss James’ wish list.   

 

Day Morning - OL Afternoon 

Monday Year 4 Reception - OL 

Tuesday Year 5 Year 6 - OL 

Wednesday Year 2 Forest School 

Thursday Year 3 - 

Friday Year 1 Forest School 



Miss James’  

In every newsletter, Miss James includes a ‘wish list’ of everyday household items that are needed to help make Outdoor 

Learning and Forest School both fun and educational!  

We are hopeful that you may have these items laying around the house, or shed, collecting dust.   If you do have something 

and are willing to part with it, could you please donate it to the school?!  If you could give it to your child to bring in, I will 

make sure it is quarantined and sanitised before other children handle it. 

Thank you so much for all of the donations we have received so far – they are very appreciated and well used! 

 

This week’s wish list:  

• Old gardening trowels, gardening gloves - child friendly gardening tools 

• Watering cans 

• Old ground sheets/tarpaulin 

 
Thank you everyone!  

 

Pre-school 

The children have had a fun and exciting week at Pre-school. 

On Monday we welcomed Mrs Sarah Moore, our new Deputy Pre-school Manager, and 
have enjoyed getting to know each other throughout the week. 

We have been getting excited about Bonfire Night and have made some fantastic firework 
pictures. 

The children have also enjoyed learning about what animals do during the Autumn. 

We are regularly getting creative with junk modelling, so if you have any unwanted items 
that would be of use for this, we would gratefully welcome your donations.   

Reception 

The children have come back from half term very excited and keen to learn. We have been practising all the sounds we 
have learnt so far by saying them out loud and writing them on white boards.  They have remembered the rhymes which go 
with each sound too, which is fantastic. We have discussed  Remembrance Day which is coming up soon and made our 
own poppies using tissue paper. The children showed super concentration and creative skills. 

On Thursday, there was a surprise outside in the mud pit - something enormous had started to grow! The children have 
been trying to pull it out but it has proved very difficult! This is part of our 'hook' to get them excited about our story The 
Enormous Turnip which we have started to read, learn actions and act out the story. 



Year 1 

Welcome back to Autumn 2!  

The children have worked amazingly hard this week. In English, we have been learning 

our new Talk 4 Writing text - The Amazing Brick House! This is a non-fiction text 

persuading a buyer to buy the house. The children have enjoyed learning new 

vocabulary for example en-suite and appliances, and have learnt about verbs this 

week.  

In Maths, the children have learnt addition fact families as well as number bonds. The 

children then worked systematically to ensure that they had found all the number bonds 

of a number.  

In Guided Reading, we have shared the story The Squirrels who Squabbled. The 

children really enjoyed this story and have begun recording their predictions  and 

answers to retrieval questions.  

Year 2 

We have had a great first week back to school in Year 2. The children have all been working super 

hard.  

In English, we have introduced our new piece of writing which is a letter of apology to the giant. We 

received this letter on our desk this week and read it with the children which they will be learning, 

with actions. Please practice this at home reading the letter and using the actions learnt at school.  

In Maths, we are looking at addition and subtraction. The children have done some fantastic Maths 

with addition and subtraction within 20, comparing number sentences and fact families.  We will be 

starting to add and subtract two 2-digit numbers and drawing our tens and ones to help us.  

In Science, we have introduced our new unit of animals including humans. The children learnt 

about offspring in their first lesson. We are looking at maps in Geography this term and the 

children for their first lesson drew a sketch map of Wellesley Park School.  

Outdoor Learning will be continuing this term on Wednesday and we will post a Class Dojo every 

week to remind you of what you need to bring.  

It has been lovely to see everyone at parents evening and for us to share how your children have 
settled into Year 2 and for you to see all the wonderful work they have been doing.  

 



Year 3 

Year 3 had a great end of the Autumn term. They finished off our Stone Age History unit by 
creating clay tiles and painting them with Stone Age art. They experimented with the clay to 
make different textures. The children also learnt how Stone Age people evolved to become 
farmers and moved out of caves into tents and later into stone huts.  

This half term, we will be exploring the sport of orienteering and the children have already 
thought about the skills and knowledge that they will need to be able to carry out this sport.  

In Music, we are playing the glockenspiels and have already started to play the note E in time 
to a song. 

In RE, the children will be looking at the Christian ceremony of baptism and what the 
ceremony involves. If anyone has any photos of a baptism, we would love copies of them so 
the children can talk about them to the class. 

Year 4 

What a fabulous return to school we have had in Year 4!  

Outdoor Learning on Monday was a great start to the week and this term we 
are really excited to be consolidating our History learning about the Ancient 
Greeks through our Outdoor Learning sessions – Miss James has a lot of 
exciting things planned so watch this space! 

In English, we have started a non-fiction topic looking at newspaper reports. 
The children have learnt actions for our new text and wrote some super 
headlines to try and catch the readers’ attention. 

In Maths, we have continued with our addition and subtraction unit and are 
now pros at using the column method with 4-digit numbers, even if we have 
multiple exchanges.  

The whole year group has made amazing progress in their music lessons - playing the clarinet. They have learnt to play 
some more notes and are getting really good at reading music, especially when to take a rest. The children will be able to 
bring their instruments home soon to share their learning with you.  

 

 



Year 5 

Welcome back to the second part of the Autumn term. Year 5 have got straight back into our learning 
and are working super hard.  
 
We would like to welcome Miss Mason to our Year 5 team for this half term. Miss Mason is training to 
become a teacher but has had lots of experience of teaching already through her role as a HLTA. 
 
In English, we are looking at explanation texts. We are looking at the 'Medusa pleasing machine'. We 
enjoyed learning how to make the grumpy gorgon smile and to tame some evil snakes. To start this topic 
off, our hook was to watch a short clip of Wallace and Gromit's the wrong trousers. We discussed the 
machine from this clip and how it might make our lives easier. 
 
In Maths, we have kicked off with statistics - learning how to interpret line graphs and how to draw our own. We will be 
moving on to multiplication next week. 
 
Swimming is going well, and the children are all making good progress. It is so lovely to see how much fun the children are 
having during these sessions. We have also got stuck into the 10-minute mile and are getting quicker with this.   

Year 6 

It has been great to have the children back after half-term. They have had 
a fantastic week including lots of new learning with the exciting addition of 
a heart dissection! 
 
In Art, we are near the conclusion of our unit on Cubism and Surrealism 
and have been exploring the intriguing world of Salvador Dali. As part of 
our History unit on the Victorians,  the children will shortly be discovering 
the amazing story of the Suffragettes and their important contribution to 
society and in particular the right of women to vote. 
 
We are looking forward to getting to grips with our new Geography unit 
on Rivers and Mountains and the children have already delved into our 
Knowledge Organiser on this and are looking forward to improving their 
knowledge in this area (which will include the Water Cycle). 
 
Our persuasive writing unit has begun in English with the introduction of our model text and 
the hot-seating of our witch! The children are really enjoying the contentious issues that 
persuasive arguments bring - they have expressed strong opinions about the topics already 
covered. 
 

In Maths, our fractions unit is underway with the children retrieving and revising their prior 
knowledge on equivalent fractions, fractions on a number line and comparing and ordering. 
We will be moving on to adding and subtracting mixed numbers and improper fractions. 

 

Finally, to support the introduction of our new Science unit on Evolution, we are very lucky to 
have the Voyager Dome visiting Year 6 on Wednesday 10th November! 


