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Headteacher’s Comment 

As ever, it has been a busy couple of weeks at Wellesley Park! I can see a little bit more light every morning - it 

won't be long until we're enjoying the warmer weather. 

 

Last week, we worked with a Local Education Consultant and our School Improvement Partner to discuss the 

school’s strengths and next steps. We focused on our new curriculum delivery and I was thrilled that we were 

congratulated for our commitment to drive through a curriculum which fosters curiosity and experiences. As 

always, I felt immensely proud listening to the wonderful comments about how courteous and polite the children 

are and what a great atmosphere there is around the school. 

 

We have also been working with the Mangotsfield English Hub who support excellence in the teaching of phonics and early 

reading as well as promoting a love of reading. We were able to secure £3000 of match funding from the English Hub. This 

funding has enabled us to access in-depth phonics training, which the whole staff attended last term, and to buy much needed 

decodable reading books. I would like to thank Mr Carter for cataloguing these new books so that they match our phonics 

phases. We hope you enjoy sharing these new books with your child. 

At the end of this half term, you will receive a mid-year progress check. This will be in addition to the two parent evenings and 

the end of year written report. This is something that we have developed as a direct response to the parent questionnaire (last 

academic year) where a number of you asked for more regular updates on your child’s progress and behaviour. 

 
Finally, please remember that we are a NUT FREE school. We ask our families to support us in this, and not send children to 
school with any products containing nuts. 
 

Please find attached information posters regarding Attendance and Reading. 
 
Have a great weekend. 

Dates for your Diary  

 

03/01/20 - 07/01/20 - Children’s Mental Health 

Week 

06/02/20 - Self Esteem Training & Support 

Sessions, 9.30 - 11.30am at Wellington Rugby 

Club 

07/02/20 - PTA Year 6 Cake Sale 

Wellesley Park is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of the children and expects all staff to share this commitment 

31st January 2020 

Attendance Data 

Attendance by class for the period to 13/01/20 to 24/02/20.  These will be updated fortnightly. 

Elmer  87.7%   BFG  93.5%  Akela   93.4% 

Gruffalo  95%   Matilda  92.3%  Bagheera  96.1% 

Jasper  92.8%   Gryffindor 97.2% 

Kipper  96.5%   Hufflepuff 97.8% 

Mrs Tiggywinkle 96.4%   Thorin   96.6% 

Peter Rabbit 94.4%   Galadriel 97.8% 

Safeguarding update  

 

In a fast-paced landscape, the 

world of technology is always 

evolving. It can be difficult to 

understand the endless new apps, safety settings as well as managing the 

potential risks associated with social media. 

 

'Net Aware' is an organisation which keeps up to date with new apps and, 
as parent, it helps you navigate which apps to potentially say no to! 

 
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/ 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/


Message from Emmie Hartley-Criddle - Deputy Headteacher and SENDCo 
 
Please find details below of upcoming support sessions available for parents/carers.  
 
Self Esteem Training and Support  
As part of Wellesley Park's ambition to promote inclusivity for all - as well as seeking to offer support to all of our 
school stakeholders - we are pleased to be able to offer all parents/carers a second training and information session 
run by our school Educational Psychologist: Fiona Mann. Previously, Fiona ran an extremely successful session on 
resilience and self harm, which was well-received by all of the 60+ parents/carers who attended. 
 
The first part of this training session will be open to all parents and will have a key focus of 'Self-Esteem'. This 
session will be on Thursday 6th February from 9.30-11.30am, with a drop-in session follow-up on Thursday 19th 
March (timings to be confirmed but most likely 9.30-11.30am). Both of these sessions will be held at The 
Wellington Rugby Club.  It is helpful if you can let me know, via the school office, if you will be attending - 
only so that I can let Fiona know roughly how many chairs she will need help with setting up! However, all will be 
welcome on the day regardless. 
 
We are very proud to be able to offer this kind of professional support for parents, as advice and information direct 
from school EPs is not commonplace and we are very grateful to Fiona for offering this as part of her service to our 
Wellington cluster of schools.  
 
SEND Space 
A new drop in group has been set up for parents/carers of children with Special Educational Needs and/or 
Disabilities (both diagnosed and non-diagnosed).  This will take place every second Wednesday of the month from 
1.00 - 2.30pm at the Wellington Youth Centre. 

This is a safe and understanding environment for parent/carers to meet other parent/carers and share their 
experiences.  The cost is £2 per adult with activities for children and refreshments for all.  

 
Behaviour Workshop 
On Tuesday 10th March we are offering some drop in sessions to inform and communicate in greater depth the 
recent changes to our behaviour policy and the impact on teaching and learning. There will be two sessions running 
on this date, the first will be from 9.00 - 9.30am and the second from 2.30-3.00pm.  
 
I hope you find this support helpful. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 

Children’s Mental Health Week 

3rd - 9th February 2020 is Children’s Mental Health Week. We’re 

supporting @Place2Be’s #ChildrensMentalHealthWeek to raise 

awareness of the importance of children and young people’s mental 

health. 1 in 8 children and young people have a diagnosable mental 

health condition. 

The focus of this week will be ‘Find your brave’. Life is all about taking 

small, brave steps every day. Bravery could be about sharing worries and asking for help when you need it, trying 

something new or making the right choice.  

During the week the children will take part in a variety of assemblies and activities to promote positive mental health 

and helping children to ‘Find your brave’. 

If you would like more information, or to follow up with this week at home you can visit: 
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/  

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/


Key Stage 2 - Look Who’s Talking Public Speaking Competition  
 
The fifth year of the 'public speaking' competition for the Wellington Literacy 
Cluster is here. This competition is open to all of our Key Stage 2 children 
(Years 3, 4, 5 and 6).  
 
This year there are elements to the competition: 
 
1.  Poetry - entrants will ‘perform’ a learnt poem. (no more than 30 lines in 
length)   
 
2.  Public Speaking – presentation entitled ‘My Future’’ (4 minutes in 
duration). Entrants should talk about their hero/heroine or an aspirational figure, following completed research by the 
competitors, that has inspired their future selves. Items may be used to illustrate the talk. N.b. PowerPoint 
presentations are NOT acceptable.   
 
3.  Q&A session - entrants will be asked a maximum of 3 questions related to their presentation by staff & 
children.   N.b. Questions will come from the judging panel in the final. 
 
 
Ready for next Thursday 6

th
 Feb, you will need to prepare your presentation, choose your poem and learn it 

as much as possible. Every Key Stage 2 year group will choose one person to represent them in assembly on Friday 
7

th
 Feb. All 4 children will perform their poem and give their presentation to Key Stage 2 and teachers will 

then choose 2 children to go forward and represent Wellesley Park at the competition on the evening of Thursday 
13

th
 February. 

 
Please see the 2 attached documents for more information and helpful hints! Good Luck! 

 
Mr Carter and Miss Fitzgerald 

Hot School Meals  
 
School meals are now available to book on ParentPay for the second part of the Spring term 
(Spring 2), from 24th February to 2nd April.  Please note that the deadline for booking meals 
for the first week back after half term is Tuesday 11th February.   
 
If booking meals on a weekly basis, please do not try to book meals after the Tuesday for the 
following week as these will not be catered for.   

Parking 

Despite the best efforts of our PCSOs, some parents and local residents have made complaints to the school about 
dangerous parking/manoeuvring, around our school gate, at dropping off and collection times. I know that you will 

agree, the safety of our community must be of paramount importance.  

Therefore, please can we request that parents take the initiative to be more responsible for how and where they 
park. You are SO fantastic at supporting us with so many different things, please get behind this as well.  

Data Collection Forms  
 
If you have not yet returned the data collection form for your child (up to and including Year 4), please complete and 
return this to the office as soon as possible.  We can then move on to Year 5 and 6.   



Reception 
 
The last few weeks in Reception we have had great fun learning all about Chinese 
New Year. We have learnt that it is the Year of the Rat this year, as well as how 
each year came to be named.  
The children have really enjoyed learning a song and having a turn at dragon 
dancing!  
 
We have carried on with our ‘Three Billy Goats Gruff’ story and the children have 
been innovating. Initially the adults were writing the story for the children, but this 
week some of the children have been writing their own sentences!  
 
In Maths, the children have become very skilled at using 10 frames to help them 
work out different ways to make 10.  

Pre-School  
 
Over the coming weeks the Pre-School children will be focusing on Arts & Craft activities.   

This will include: 

 

Exploring sponge painting; 

Making face and hand prints; 

Creating collages using different textures; 

Finger painting; 

Experimenting with mixing colours; 

Making flowers - using a fork to make tulips; 

Pebble painting and marbling; 

Cutting out cards and decorating them. 

 

The children will also be using foods to explore textures - 

such as oats, cereal and corn flour.   

 

We will be making an Easter display with the children, using templates and stencils. 

  

We look forward to these activities and seeing the children’s creations.   



Year 2 

Year 2 have been really busy over the last 2 weeks. We have thoroughly 
enjoyed learning about multiplication in Maths and our 2’s, 5’s and 10 times 

tables. We are now going back to revisit addition and subtraction to cement our 
learning. Keep on practising these at home!  

In English we have been learning how to use inverted commas in our writing 
and have started to innovate our story of ‘The Papaya that spoke’.  

In our RE sessions we have started to learn about Easter, why Christians 
celebrate it and the meanings behind different Easter symbols.  

Year 1 
 
Wow! What a busy few weeks it has been! The Kippers and 
Jaspers have been working extremely hard and have really 
impressed us, especially with their English work. We have 
continued to practise our Talk for Writing story ‘The Magic 
Porridge Pot’ and the children are much more confident at 
retelling this without support now! We have focused on 
describing settings over the last few weeks and have been 
working on using similes and our five senses to make our 
setting descriptions more interesting for the reader!  

In Maths, we have looked at place value within 20 and have 
focused a lot on counting forwards and backwards, looking at one more and one less than a given number to 20 and 
also seeing how many tens and ones there are in our numbers 10 to 20. We introduced a ‘number of the day’ so the 
children could explore different ways to make these numbers using the part whole method and also look at a variety 
of pictorial representations for each number, including tens frames, numicon and number blocks!  

We linked our Science with our English this week to look more at our senses and we have continued developing our 
knowledge of the seven continents and five oceans in Geography!  



Year 3 
 
What a fantastic couple of weeks we have had in Year 3!   
 
For our topic we have been learning about Ancient Egyptians, 
looking at the continent which Egypt is on and where it is in 
comparison to the United Kingdom. We have also been reading 
diary entries of an Ancient Egyptian boy, discussing the 
comparisons and the differences to how we live now.  Next  in 
topic we will be looking at hieroglyphics, which the children are 
really looking forward to. 
 
In Art the focus has been pointillism and the children have 
produced some wonderful pictures of Egypt and some flags. 
 
During English lessons we have started to write our own versions 
of the traditional tale of Nail Soup, while in Maths multiplication 
and division continue to be the focus.  Please support your 
child’s table knowledge by helping them practice.  We are 
currently focusing on our 4 and 8 times tables. 
 
In Science the focus is light and shadows, which the children have huge enthusiasm!  They have been studying 
shadows outside and are making shadow puppet theatres within the class.  We would like to thank you all for 
sending in so many boxes to support this activity. 
 
P.E lessons have included running, jumping and learning about the health benefits of doing these. 
 
Forest school is a continuous joy for the children, however it is a bit muddy and cold so please ensure your child has 
appropriate clothing on forest school days. 

Year 4 

 
They say, 'Time flies when you are having fun!' This is certainly true for 
everyone in Year 4 who can't believe that Hufflepuff only have two more 

weeks of Forest School and only one for Gryffindor due to the inset day on 
Friday 14th February. However, we are looking forward to visiting again in the 
summer term where the weather will hopefully be kinder. 
 
In class, we have been having fun in Science looking at classification keys 
which help us to group and sort animals and plants. This week, we have had 
a go at creating our own keys using different animals and questions to sort 
them.  

In Geography, we have been looking at settlements and have found out why cities 
have certain names due to who invaded them - for example 'ton' is Anglo-Saxon for 
village or town. We have also been looking at maps and recognising different land 
uses.  

In Guided Reading, we are studying non-fiction texts based on the Iron Age.  
 

In Maths, we started our new unit by 
consolidating the previously learnt Year 3 Maths 
skills of division and multiplication. The children 
used concrete resources to understand what 
these skills mean rather than simply learning a 
process for calculation and now the children are 
practising multiplying and dividing 3-digit 
numbers by 1 digit. However, to do this without aids the children need to be 
confident with their times tables and need to practise them regularly at home if 
possible. So we challenge parents to beat their children in a times tables 
showdown - recalling multiplication facts such as 9x7=. 



Year 5 
 
The Year 5 children are really enjoying their swimming and we've 
been very impressed with their listening skills in the pool, they are all 
showing improvement already! 

We have been writing some suspense stories in English, some are 
really creepy and have interesting twists.  In Reading as a Reader 
we have been reading the book Wonder and today some of the 
children wrote a letter to Auggie asking about his first day at school.  

 

Galadriel have been 
practising their balance 
and co-ordination skills 
with Mr Parsons in PE.  

Homework this week is practising their division skills of diving a 4 digit 
number by 1 number with and without remainders which we have worked 
on in class today and yesterday. 

Year 6 
 
In Maths in Year 6, we have been working hard to deepen our 
understanding of decimal numbers up to 3 decimal places and 
looking at the relationship between fractions, decimals and 
percentages. Ask your child if they know how to calculate 10% of 
a number! 
 
In English, we have been continuing our Non-Fiction work on 
Newspaper reports with the children producing some excellent 
examples. The children should be able to articulate their learning 
to you by discussing what features are included.  
 
Both classes have really enjoyed carrying out a number of 
experiments linked to the Titanic in particular about buoyancy.   
 
In our Read As A Reader sessions we have begun the amazing story of Skellig by David Almond. The 
children are really enjoying this brilliantly written novel about a young boy and his discovery of an 
extraordinary creature in his garage. 
 
Thank you to Adam, Sophie and Analeigh for bringing in information and artefacts relating to the Titanic 
topic. 

 


