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Headteacher’s Comment 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I am pleased to be able to inform you of our class structure and school organisation for September 

2021—see next page.  You will see from the information overleaf, that there are also some exciting 

changes to classroom locations.    

Meet the teacher afternoon 

Transition can be an exciting time for children, as they prepare for a forthcoming change. It is only 

natural that your child may feel apprehensive about moving up and the changes this will bring. You 

can support them by talking positively about these new events, and showing them that you are 

confident in their ability to embrace change. It is especially important that you face the new school year happily as a family 

- even if as a parent, you are feeling anxious yourself – as our children can easily pick-up on ‘transferred’ adult anxieties 

and concerns. If you have any worries, or comments regarding transition, then please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s 

current class teacher.  

I am excited to tell you, that your child will spend an afternoon next week, getting to know their new classmates and 

teachers/support staff, that will be working with them next year. This special afternoon will take place on Wednesday 7
th
 

July. Your child will bring a letter home for you, on this day, to let you know which class they are in. 

As you would expect from Wellesley Park, we have planned a robust risk assessment for the move-up afternoon. Children 

from different year group bubbles will not mix and adults will maintain 2m distance, where possible. Classrooms will 

continue to be well-ventilated and thoroughly cleaned, both before and after use. Children will not share resources or 

classroom equipment.   

Staffing update 

We are very pleased to announce that Mrs Whittle will be returning to school from her maternity leave, the week beginning 

the 12
th
 July. Therefore, Mrs Cutler (who has been covering Mrs Whittle’s maternity leave) will be leaving us at the end of 

the academic year. We wish her all the very best for the future and thank her for her support of our Year 5 pupils. 

We are also really excited to be welcoming back Mrs Doidge on the 12
th
 July, after an extended period of leave. Mrs 

Doidge is very excited to be returning and is keen to ‘get back to business!’ Mrs Doidge will spend a considerable amount 

of time ensuring that there is a thorough handover with Mr Carter, to ensure that, as EYFS Lead, the high-quality provision 

we have for our children continues.  

Very sadly, we will be saying goodbye to Mrs Wrightson at the end of the academic year, after many very happy years here 

at Wellesley Park. Mrs Wrightson has said that she will miss everyone very much and we will miss her too!  

Best wishes, 

Mrs Wilkins  

2nd July 2021 

Communicating to School a Positive COVID Test Result 

If you receive a positive COVID test result for your child or a member of your household over the weekend, please text or call the school 

mobile and leave a message giving details.  The mobile number is 07395 161339 (this phone will only be checked once daily, during the 

weekend period). 



Class Structure for next year 2021-2022  

 

 

 

 

COVID-19  

As restrictions lift and we are all beginning to get back to ‘normal’, we still need to remain extra vigilant as a school 

community.  As you will have seen from the news, numbers of infections are once again rising in the South West, which 

means we need to continue to be on high alert. If your child displays any symptoms of being unwell, we ask that you are 

extra careful and to not send them in to school. If you have concerns, then it is important to inform the school and test your 

child, as a precautionary measure, before they return.   

In order to continue to minimise large gatherings, we ask you all to continue to adhere to the staggered start and end of 

day collection times/locations. Please also continue to maintain social distancing and wear a face covering, whenever you 

are on our school site.  

If there are any questions or queries, then please contact the office and a member of the team will get back to you. 

Class New Classroom Staff Team 

Year R (EYFS)  

Gruffalo 
  

In the current  
Gruffalo Class 

Fiona Doidge Elaine Richings 

Year 1 to including some YrR 

Kipper 
  

In the current  
Mrs TW class 

Abi Foot Gemma Bladwell 

Jasper 
(mixed-year class) 

  

In the current Elmer 
class 

Nadine Winsor 

Year 2 

Mrs Tiggy-Winkle 
In the current  
Maltilda class 

Lydia Murphy 
(Mrs White in September) 

Di Jordan 
Hannah Gulliver 

Peter Rabbit 
In the current  

BFG class 
Francesca Murphy & 

Ellie McEvoy  
(will be Mrs Taylor in September!) 

Year 3 

BFG 
  

In the current 
Hufflepuff class 

Amber Fowkes New appointment to be  
confirmed 

Pauline Sampson (am) 
New appointment to be  

confirmed (pm) 
Maltilda 

  

In the current 
Gryffindor class 

Jo Harris 

Year 4 

Hufflepuff 
  

In the current 
Galadriel class 

Dominic Hake Gemma Shire 
Jenny Mjadzelics 

  
Gryffindor 

  

In the current  
Thorin class 

Hannah Bardle 

Year 5 

Galadriel 
In the current  
Kipper Class 

Laura Hill Kay Gladstone-Smith 
Alison Burnett 

Thorin 
  

In the current  
Jasper class 

Vicky Pilling & Katie Whittle 

Year 6 

Bagheera 
In the current 

Bagheera class 
Kate Fitzgerald New appointment to be  

confirmed (am)  
Amanda Kent  (pm) 

Holly Sheehan Akela 
In the current  
Akela class 

Leigh Morris 



Our Wellesley Park School Value for this half-term - Excellence 

Attendance figures for period 7th to 23rd June  

Gruffalo 97.10%  BFG  94.82%  Galadriel 98.16% 

Jasper  98.77%  Matilda  96.79%  Akela  95.58% 

Kipper  97.71%  Gryffindor 98.22%  Bagheera 95.47% 

Mrs TW 99%   Hufflepuff 98% 

Peter Rabbit 98.43%  Thorin  98.08% 

E-Safety Update - Parent’s Guide to Watching Videos Online  

Watching videos is one of the most popular ways for children to use 

technology. As with all online activity, this comes with potential risks as well as 

the benefits. ThinkUKnow have put together a useful parents' guide to how to 

talk to your child about inappropriate content and keeping safe when watching 

videos. 

 

Their four tips are: 

 

1. Talk to your child about what videos they like to watch online (and watch some together) 

2. Look up the age ratings and the minimum age of use for the apps, sites and games your child uses 

3. Set up parental controls and filters 

4. Use Thinkuknow resources to help you help your child stay safe online 

 

For more detail about these tips, read the full guide at:  https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/parents-guide-to-

watching-videos-online/  

A Big Thank You 

We would like to take the opportunity to thank one of our lovely families, who has arranged for us to 

receive a large supply of hand sanitisers as a donation.  These are much needed at the moment and 

very gratefully received by all of us at WP. 

 

Thank you so much for your kindness and support.   



Sports for Schools Update from Mr Morris - PE Lead and Class Teacher 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their hard work and commitment to 

raising an outstanding amount of money for the Sports for Schools event with Rich Parker.    

The event was a huge success and I hope your children enjoyed it as much as we did! This year, we raised an incredible 

£2672.62!  This will be used to buy new sports equipment for our children to use.  

Thank you from all of us at Wellesley Park! If you still have a sponsorship form and money, please bring it in next week and 

we will happily add it to the total. Many thanks. 

New Names - School Houses and Out of School Club 

After the amazing response to our request for new names for the school houses and out of school club, the School Council 

considered all suggestions during their meeting on 28th June.  As explained in Mrs Hartley-Criddle’s recent letter, votes 

were taken on the clear leads, and the new names have been confirmed as follows: 

School House Names 

Mohican - will become - BLACKDOWN – Blue 
Cherokee - will become - EXMOOR – Yellow 
Apache - will become - MENDIP – Red 
Sioux - will become - QUANTOCK – Green 
 
The Out of School Club will now be known as ‘Dukes’.   
 
Thank you everyone for your suggestions, and well done to the School Council.   

Duke’s Bookings for September (Breakfast and After School Club) 

Please note that if you wish to make a change to your current breakfast or after school club sessions for September, you 

will need to notify the school office by Friday 16th July.  If we do not hear from you by this date, we will assume that you 

wish for your existing sessions to continue in September.   

Many thanks. 

Job Vacancies 

We currently have the following vacancies for next academic year.  We are looking to recruit: 

 HLTA for 2 days per week 

 2 x part time Teaching Assistants which we are looking to combine with Midday Supervisor roles. 

Further details and the application forms are all available on the school website: https://www.wellesleyparkschool.com/our-

school/vacancies.htm 

 



Forest School/Outdoor Learning Update from Miss James - Outdoor Education & Forest School Leader  

There are just a couple of reminders now the sun is out and temperatures are rising: 

 Please do check the weather forecast as we are having lots of spells of rain at the moment so children will still need 

waterproof coats as we do stay out no matter the weather! 

 Children will still need sensible clothes, sun hat (if available) and shoes for Outdoor Learning. No sandals or flip flops 

please – we do a lot of running around! 

 On Outdoor Learning and Forest School days, children might want to bring in an extra water bottle. 

 Please can sun cream be applied BEFORE your child comes to school. 

Outdoor Learning Highlight 

Last week in Year 3, we explored different sounds that we can make with our bodies and with 

other natural materials. We made Rhythm sticks with sticks and wool which we will use to help 

us create different compositions leading up to our music festival at the end of term! This week, 

we created a composition called 'thunderstorm' and they sounded very realistic!  

In Year 4, we have been focusing on our art topic and making very careful observations 

looking by looking at the effect of rain and water on nature.  

We found that on some of the leaves and clovers, the rain droplets looked like perfect round 

balls of water!  

We also looked carefully at the different puddles around the school and looked at the ripples 

and the different lines the water makes. We then tried to recreate the ripple effect using leaves 

and other natural objects we could find! They were very effective! 

 Forest School Update 

We have been having lots of fun in Forest School! We have been focusing on how to keep 

calm when our emotions bubble up and we have created a calm wood cookie to remind us 

what we can do to help us calm down in different situations.  

We have had a great time with bubbles, we have practiced our calm breathing to blow bubbles 

and we even had a bubble popping competition to test our resistance and team working skills!  

We also had the challenge of building a den which had to fit our entire group in but there was a 

catch…we had to do it silently!! The dens which were made were very impressive and don’t 

completely silently. When we had a debrief, we realised how important communication by 

talking is but also how much you can understand through using body language and signals! 

Miss James’  

In every newsletter, Miss James includes a ‘wish list’ of everyday household items that are 

needed to help make Outdoor Learning and Forest School both fun and educational!  

We are hoping that you may have these items laying around the house or shed, collecting 

dust.   If you do have something and are willing to part with it, could you please give it to your 

child to bring in.  We will make sure it is quarantined and sanitised before other children 

handle it. 

This week’s wish list:  

 Top soil/compost!! 

 Watering cans 

 Buckets/storage boxes 

 

Thank you everyone!  



Reception 

We've had a busy week again but we haven't let home learning slow us down!  We've continued to 
learn the story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar and we've done some amazing retelling - complete 
with props! Some of us have even started to change the story to make it our own!  
 
In Maths, we've been learning about 3D shapes. At school, we had the first 'Indoor Rollympics' to 
predict which 3D shapes would roll and which ones wouldn't - it was great fun! At home, we've 
been naming 3D shapes and some of us have found some around the house!  
 
We've been doing our own reading (both in books and by matching words to pictures!), practising 
our spelling and playing Buried Treasure on our devices - it's great when we read the word 
correctly and the pirate does a little dance!  
 
We've been making caterpillar life cycles and Mr Carter was even sent a photo of real caterpillars 
in their cocoons at one of the Gruffalo's homes!  
 
In RE, we have been learning about stories Jesus told or stories about Jesus. This week we heard 
a story about Jesus helping someone who no one else would help and then Mr Carter heard some 
amazing ways that we have been helpful at home and school!  
 
Mr Carter would like to send a HUGE thank you to all of the children, the parents and the school staff for their help during 
home learning this week - you're all amazing!  

Pre-school 

This week we have been focusing on writing.  The children have been sand marking, chalking and finger painting.  They 

have also been working on pencil control sheets, learning about 3D shapes and have used water and brushes to trace 

latter outside. 

 

The children have also helped to make a wonderful new log seating area.  We enjoyed a visit from Helen, from Life 

Education, who came to speak to the children about healthy choices and lifestyle. 

 

Please can we ask you to ensure your child has sun cream applied when coming to Pre-school, and brings a labelled sun 

hat in this warmer weather. 

 

We have planned our leavers party for the end of term!  Date, times and further details will follow.   

We will shortly be sending all families their children's end of term reports.  Please keep an eye out for these on Class 

Dojo. 

 



Year 2 

The children have had a busy few weeks at school!  

We are continuing with our story of ‘Where the Wild Things Are’. They are so enthusiastic 

when it comes to performing this with all the actions they have learnt. We will now start to 

innovate the story using all of our imaginative and creative ideas. We really enjoyed watching 

and seeing all your homework, thank you for those who shared this on Class Dojo. 

In Maths, we are moving onto Measurement, looking at mass, capacity and temperature. We 

have started to look at mass, thinking about using heavier and lighter and measuring in grams 

and kilograms. We are setting them the challenge to see how many objects they can find 

around the house that are measured in grams and kilograms.  

In History, we are learning about Queen Elizabeth II and Queen Victoria. The children were 

super excited to write a letter to our Queen, including all the things they have learnt about her 

and what they want to find out in their letters. 

In Outdoor Learning this term, they are continuing to focus on Art, looking at different patterns 

and textures in nature.  

Year 1 

This week the children received some very interesting news! We watched a CCTV clip from the 

KS1 playground where scientists were investigating an alien crash landing! The scientists, then 

sent the Year 1 children, a non-chronological report all about aliens. The children have loved 

learning this new text and we are looking forward to innovating it with them! 

In Maths, the children have been using bar models to help them solve addition and subtraction 

problems. They started by using unifix cubes and moved to recording in a pictorial form very 

quickly and easily. Not only did the children practise simple addition and subtraction, but they 

were able to answer comparison problems and two step problems! We are very proud of the 

children as this is very tricky!  

The children thoroughly enjoyed our visit from Rich Parker and everyone joined in the activities 

wonderfully. We all particularly enjoyed it during his demonstration when he jumped over three 

teachers!  

Thank you to everyone who has been sending in work during this isolation period. It has been 

lovely to see that the children enjoying sharing their learning with you.  



Year 3 

Another busy 2 weeks in Year 3, packed full of exciting learning.  In English, we have been learning all about making our 

writing more interesting, to the reader, by creating suspense using: fronted adverbials, empty words and short sentences. 

This week, we have begun to innovate our stories and we have changed the characters and setting. We have set our 

stories in the jungle, in a wood cabin, under the sea, in the artic, in the enchanted forest and many more. Miss Bardle and 

Mrs Weston cannot wait to read them!  

In Maths, we have been learning about the properties of 3D shapes and finding out how many vertices, edges and surfaces 

the different shapes have. We have been comparing the shapes and discussing their similarities and differences and even 

made our own 3D shapes from nets.  

In Music, both classes have enjoyed a session playing the glockenspiels along with some of songs that we have enjoyed 

learning during the whole of Year 3; our all-time favourite is 3 Little Birds.  

We were lucky to be visited by Helen and Harold the giraffe from Life Education. She was teaching us all about the 

important parts of our body, how to stay healthy physically and mentally and we even saw inside parts of a human body, it 

was amazing! 

Year 4 

Year 4 had a fantastic two days away at Escot, Wildwood last week. The weather was 

not very kind to us on Monday but it did not stop the children having lots of fun in the 

Yurts unpacking, making name badges, getting lost in the maze and (for most pupils) 

completing the legendary swamp walk. It was cold, wet and verrrrrry muddy but it was 

brilliant fun.  

In the evening, we had some delicious spaghetti bolognese and then we joined in 

toasting marshmallows on the camp fire. After getting into pyjamas, we then had a 

hilarious talent show with many wonderful performers. Everyone then settled down for 

the night and we have to say that behaviour was exceptional and everyone was 

respectful in the yurts.  

On Tuesday, we woke up early and had yummy bacon baps for breakfast before we 

had another attempt at the dreaded maze. We then split into two groups and carried 

out activities in the Anglo Saxon village as well as going on a foraging tour of the park 

and visiting all the amazing animals they have there. In the Anglo Saxon Village, we 

were able to carry out some metal working, bread making, grain milling and using a 

wood lathe.  

We hope that everyone came home and told you all about the wonderful trip because 

Miss Blake and I thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. A final thank you needs to go to Mrs 

Gladstone Smith, Miss Burnett and Miss James for agreeing to give up their free time 

to attend the camp with us.  More pictures on the next page! 



Year 4 Escot Pictures Continued 

Year 5 

 

This half term has got off to a great start and going really quickly. The children cannot wait to attend our residential to 
Escot, next week. 
 
Year 5 have done some fantastic learning over the last couple of weeks. In Talk for Writing, we have continued with our 
defeat the monster story 'Beowulf'. We have been working through our innovate stage and have slowly written each section 
of the story. We have really focussed on adding in lots of detail and description to our writing and the children have really 
impressed us with what they have been writing.  
 
In Maths, we have moved on to our shape topic and have been particularly focussing on angles. We started by recapping 
the different types of angles: acute, right, obtuse, straight and reflex. After this, we moved on to measuring and drawing our 
own angles and working out missing angles on a straight line or around a point.  
 
In Geography, we have continued with our topic on Hemispheres and have learnt about longitude, latitude and have learnt 
about the Artic Circle and Antartica. We found it really fascinating learning about the amount of daylight hours in each place 
and how that affects people living there.  



Year 6 

 

We have had an excellent couple of weeks in Year 6. In Maths, the children have worked 

exceptionally hard with consolidating their learning from across the year; further developing 

their reasoning and problem skills, in preparation for secondary school.  

In English, we have been overwhelmed by the children's understanding of narrative poetry 

and their ability to interpret and discuss the themes within 'The Raven' by Edgar Allan Poe. 

From this, the children have created their own versions based on their experiences at Mill on 

the Brue. We have continued to focus on non-fiction texts in our Guided Reading; the children 

have loved the selection of short stories about real life survival stories. This week, we 

discovered how two divers survived for three days at the bottom of the ocean.  

We have completed our final assessments for the year. The children have shown great pride, 

resilience and determination with these; they have made outstanding progress despite the 

challenging year we have had. We have started our transition project 'Go Big Be Awesome' 

which is aimed at supporting their move to KS3 and will continue until the end of term.  

We have enjoyed a visit from the Life Education team this week to discuss a range of PSHE 

topics which included making good decisions.  

The children received their leavers hoodies this week - thank you to Mrs Bouchta for 

organising these - the children love them! 

As we near the end of our academic year, we have been reflecting on what has 

been a very different year for our talented Year 6!   

 

They have faced unforeseen challenges in their last two years at Wellesley Park 

which they have met with resilience and determination. The adaptability they have 

demonstrated by being in school, then remote learning for some, then in school 

again, whilst all the while continuing to learn is to be commended.  We must also 

take this opportunity to thank you all as parents and carers for the support you have 

shown throughout the year - we appreciate just how different the last few years have 

been for you all too.  

 

This year, as a result of COVID restrictions, our end of year arrangements to say a fond farewell 

to our Year 6 children have had to be adapted.  Regrettably, we will not be able to have parents 

on site for a formal send off - that said, we are working on video footage which we will upload of 

the children sharing their best moments during their time here. This will be uploaded during our 

final week of term. The children will also receive their Best Books which will be presented to them 

by Mrs Wilkins and photos will be sent home as a memento of this occasion. 

 

Wellington Baptist Church have kindly given a book to each child to help them on their journey 

through secondary school - these will be presented alongside their Best Books. 

 

During the final week (commencing 19th July) we will have a year group picnic! Further details will follow next week. 

 

In addition, you will be aware that a leaver's event (which has been planned by the parents) is due to take place on 

Thursday 22nd July 2021 - the penultimate day of school.  If you require further information about this, please ask your 

Class Teacher for an additional letter.  

 

Finally, we would like to add what a pleasure it has been to teach Year 6 this year! We have thoroughly enjoyed our time 

with them and wish them all the best (for what we are sure will be) very bright futures! 


