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Headteacher’s Comment 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

I hope that you are all well and enjoyed the flicker and sparkle of snow, at the weekend.   

Remote Learning update 

Staff are ensuring that all children are supported at this time, working hard to provide the children at 

home with support and the same opportunities for learning as children in school. We are seeing 

some fantastic learning taking place remotely so thank you for all your hard work at home. I cannot 

thank the school community enough for how everyone is working together to ensure that the 

children continue to receive an excellent education.  

Resources for Home Learning  

Just a quick reminder, that if you need any additional paper or pens/pencils, please contact the school office to organise 

collection.  

Reading 

Reading is so important for learning and pleasure. Please find a time every day to hear your child read or to read to them 

and to watch the pre-recorded reading video posted each day on Class Dojo, by your child’s teacher.  It is a time when you 

can enjoy the company of each other and engage with a story or discuss interesting information in a non-fiction text.   

Parental Feedback 

Thank you to the parents that responded to the parent survey regarding our home learning provision. It was wonderful for 

us to read the vast number of positive comments about what we are doing well. As a summary, these include:   

 Excellent communication from school and teachers  

 Good selection of tasks each day and over the week  

 Swift feedback from teachers   

 The introduction of the morning video has been a welcomed addition   

 Providing swift support for children and families   

 

Thank you for being honest with the barriers and challenges that you facing completing home learning. We do fully 

appreciate the difficulties that individual households are facing. The commons themes are:  

 

 Supervising your child/ren with remote learning and keeping them focused  

 Having to juggle home learning when working full-time from home  

 Balancing learning with siblings   

 Some of you feel that 3-4 hours is too much (this is the government expectation as set out in the parent handbook for 

remote learning)   

 You find it challenging to be the parent and the teacher   
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How we are responding to recommendations, from you as parents, to further improve our approach to home learning?   

 We have purchased an online reading scheme so that you can continue to choose books to read with your child at 

home – more information will follow next week.   

 If a posted link does not work – then please message your child’s class teacher and then they will rectify this for you.  

 We will post the remote learning by the end of day on a Friday, so that you have the weekend to plan and prepare for 

the learning week ahead.   

 We have implement Microsoft Teams: to complement our main platform, Class Dojo. A letter was sent emailed to 

parents/carers, on Wednesday, with further details. 

 We will continue to loan school laptops. We do still have access to some technology, therefore, if you have siblings 

sharing devices or are using your mobile phone - please let us know and we may be able to help you. Please contact 

Mrs Froud, via the school office, who will be happy to help.   

 

Primary Staff Testing   

You may be aware that, from this week, all school staff have been asked by the Department for Education (DfE), to take a 

lateral flow test (LFT) twice weekly, in order to monitor cases of COVID-19 in schools, and to support us to stay open and 

reduce transmission within our community.   

Up to one in three people who have the virus have it without symptoms (they are asymptomatic) so could be spreading the 

disease unknowingly. The tests will be carried out twice weekly so that any member of staff who may be carrying the virus 

can be identified and asked to isolate in order to control the spread.  We obtained our full allocation of tests on Tuesday 

and all our staff have received training.   

Staff at Wellesley Park will be asked to test each Sunday and Wednesday evening.  Should a member of staff have a 

positive result, they will need to self-isolate, along with all identified close contacts, for a period of 10 days. Staff will then 

need to book a PCR test, following the current public health guidance.   

This will obviously have implications for all of our families. If your child has a place in school, we may need to ask you to 

keep your child at home at short notice. Therefore, we ask that you have a childcare option in place, if needed. We will 

endeavour to get a message of closure to you as soon as possible, using class dojo and parentpay.   

I do understand that this may be disruptive for you and may be difficult to manage, but I sincerely hope that this 

development will help us to identify positive cases more quickly and break the chains of transmission, therefore meaning 

that we will be able to welcome all our pupils back into school.   

Something to look forward to!  

Mrs Wilkins has booked a virtual pantomime performance from M&M productions on the last day 

of term, in the afternoon, to perform their version of the Wizard of Oz. This is a special treat to 

thank the children in school and at home for their hard work this term. More details will follow 

when we receive all the information form M&M productions.  

Lastly, thank you all so much for your understanding and patience, whilst we try to adapt and respond to the needs of you 

as families, your children and of course, our incredible, hard-working and dedicated staff. We appreciate that remote 

learning is imperfect at accommodating all individual circumstances, but we are confident that our strategy is robust and 

clear and mitigates against learning loss.   

All of your support has been so appreciated and we really do believe that, if we all ‘play our part’ (our assembly theme this 

week), we will continue to get through this together.  

Keep safe and stay well.  

 

Warmest wishes,  

 

Mrs Wilkins 



Forest School/Outdoor Learning Update from Miss James - Outdoor Education & Forest School Leader  

SEMH / Social Communication / Motor Skills & Emotional Regulation and Outdoor Learning for All! 

Welcome to the half termly Forest School/Outdoor learning update! 

 

Forest School at WP, is provided as a specialist intervention to support our pupils who 

need a little extra development in one, or more of the following areas: SEMH / social 

communication / motor skills and/or emotional regulation. We are extremely proud to be 

able to offer this as a school, as it demonstrates our commitment to providing the very 

best, holistic approach to nurturing and developing our WP pupils.  

Although this provision is not for ‘every’ child, it is important for us to remember that it could be needed for your child, or any 

child, during their time at WP: as none of us can quite predict the needs of our own children! However, it is because we value the 

positive impact of being outdoors, that we have also invested heavily in our Outdoor Learning provision. Being able to claim as a 

primary school, that every child has 2 whole hours of outdoor learning a week, really is something quite special and includes 

many of the teaching styles and methods of the Forest School approach. 

Outdoor Learning Update: 

We have had a fantastic few weeks back, braving the freezing cold - as well as the wind and rain!  

In Gruffalo class, we have become rhythm makers and we created some fantastic rhythm sticks to create different sounds and 

rhythms. We have looked at how to stay healthy and came up with our own exercises, looked at different foods we should eat lots 

of and foods we should eat less of and we even looked at how important sleep was, by playing sleeping lions – very relaxing! 

In Year 1, we are beginning to look at how we can collect different adjectives using our senses. We have created some terrifying 

leaf and stick monsters to help us describe what we can see! We even acted like monsters which was a lot of fun! 

In Year 2, we have been looking at sorting different materials and looking at their different properties. The children had lots of 

different items which they had to describe and sort into groups – the children enjoyed the challenge of deciding which item went 

into which group! We also evaluated different materials for making towers and we even made our own towers out of sticks and 

string as well as spaghetti and salt dough to find out which materials were the best! 

In Year 3, our focus is on performing and writing our own poetry. We have looked at different poems and how to perform them; 

our favourite has been ‘The School Kids Rap’ by John Foster – we had great fun performing outdoors!  

In Year 4, we are learning about the grouping and classification of different species. We have looked at features of different 

species, how to sort them using groups and Venn diagrams. This week, we began looking at using a classification key to identify 

different species and the outdoors is the perfect place to do this! 

In Year 5, we are learning about the life cycles of different species and the journey some of these animals go on throughout their 

lives. Each group became experts in their species life cycle and then talked about their species and give a quiz to the other 

groups.  We had a fantastic song/rap about the life cycle of a ladybird and a dramatic rendition of a kangaroo’s life cycle!  

In Year 6, this half term’s theme is ‘survival’ – we started with finding a mysterious message, in bottles hidden around the field. 

The message told us that we had been shipwrecked on a mystery island which we designed using different physical features. 

This week, we were given a list of survival rules which we had to put in order of importance, we also designed a shelter made of 

spaghetti and salt dough. We then had to decide which items we would salvage from the shipwreck to make sure that we 

survived – great fun!   

Forest School Update: 

In Forest School, we now have several stations with different challenges to complete. In the den making station, one of the 

challenges was to make a den made of sticks which was loads of fun. We made magic wands out of sticks and wool and came 

up with different spells at the craft station. In the mud kitchen, we had to follow special recipes to make the best Michelin star 

mud cupcakes and mud hot chocolate - which looked alarmingly real!  We also really enjoy playing a teambuilding game, at the 

start of every session. We have played a twist on granny footsteps and everyone loved a game where we had to get a balloon 

around an obstacle course, only using newspaper! I have seen many of our Forest School pupils grow and develop in their areas 

of challenge, learning to be more resilient and to manage themselves more successfully – skills which will hopefully enable them 

to thrive in later life, rather than just survive! 

Please see the next section for Miss James’ wish list…. 

 



Miss James’  

 

In each newsletter, Miss James will be including a ‘wish list’ of everyday household items that are needed to help make 

Outdoor Learning and Forest School both fun and educational!  

We are hoping that you may have these items laying around the house, or shed, collecting dust.  If you do have something 

and are willing to part with it, could you please donate it to the school?  At the moment, this would only apply to parents of 

children who are in school.  If you could give it to your child to bring in, we will make sure it is quarantined and sanitised 

before any of the children handle it. 

This week’s wish list:  

· old tea towels,  

· left over wool, string/ribbon 

· empty spice jars 

· any plastic or stainless steel kitchen utensils that you no longer need such as serving spoons, cake trays, 

old pans, old herb pots, jugs – please no knives or forks!  

Miss James would also like to thank parents and carers for your continued support with making sure the children bring in 

their Outdoor Learning/Forest School clothes, waterproofs and wellies!   

Thank you everyone for your support!  

Children’s Mental Health Week 2021 at Wellesley Park 
 
Next week we will be taking part in Place2Be’s Children’s Mental Health Week which runs 
from 1st to 7th February. 
 
This year’s theme is ‘Express Yourself’ and we will be exploring all sorts of ways to help our 
children identify and share their thoughts, feelings and ideas. WP will be taking part in these 
wellbeing activities at home and school every day.  
 
We are really looking forward to seeing what the children produce and we’ll be putting up a brand new ‘Express Yourself’ 
display at school showing, what we are sure will be, some fantastic work. 
 
If you can – take a bit time to discuss the activities with your children. In these uncertain times, we feel that supporting the 
mental health of children (and adults) has never been more important. 
 
There are lots of resources on the Children’s Mental Health Week website that you can use with your children at home; 
including activity ideas, tips for parents and carers: www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk . 

World Book Day - Thursday 4th March  

 

(Book)mark the date in your calendars! On the 4th March 2021, we will be celebrating 

World Book Day!  

 

This year's World Book Day might look a little different but they'll still be a chance to get 

your £1 book! This year's titles include 'There's a Wolf in Your Book' by Tom Fletcher, 

Gigantosaurus Dino-Spot by Jonny Duddle and Skysteppers by Katherine Rundell.  

 

Book tokens will be both traditional printed versions, for children in school, and single-

use digital versions, for children at home. Check out the World Book Day website for more information about all of the 

books that will be available and how/where you token can be redeemed. 

 

Just like last year, children can choose to dress up or make a 'Book in a Box' and staff will be doing lots of story reading 

sessions from school too! We hope that you are as excited as we are! 

 



Look After Your Family's Wellbeing During Lockdown - Free Online Workshops 

Are you finding it challenging to look after your family's wellbeing during lockdown? 
 

In partnership with Somerset Skills & Learning, Young Somerset are hosting a series 

of free online workshops to give families the right tools and advice to be able to 

support their wellbeing during lockdown. 

 

The course includes four consecutive, 2 hour sessions and will take place weekly on 

Monday evenings 18:00-20:00. This is a rolling course; the first course will begin on 

Monday 1st February and will be repeated monthly until July. If you are unable to 

attend all four sessions, you can still enrol on the course.  

 

Please contact ruthgavenlock@youngsomerset.org.uk if you have any questions.  
 

To enrol on the course and for more information about each sessions please visit: www.sslcourses.co.uk/courses/course/

looking-after-your-families-during-lockdown-young-somerset/  

Communicating to School a Positive COVID Test Result 

If you receive a positive COVID test result during the weekend, for your child or a member of your household, please text 

or call the school mobile and leave a message giving details.   

The mobile number is 07395 161339 (this phone will only be checked daily). 

 

E-Safety  

Ollee - a new app to support children's wellbeing 

Parent Zone have launched a new app - Ollee - for 8–11-year-olds, funded 

by BBC Children in Need’s A Million & Me initiative. 

 

Ollee is a 'digital friend' who supports wellbeing by helping children and their 

families talk about their feelings and difficult topics. 

 

Find Ollee and try it out at: https://app.ollee.org.uk  

 

Comic Relief Red Nose Day - Friday 19th March 

We would just like to give you an early warning heads-up for this fabulous event. We have yet to 

finalise plans but we are thinking along the lines of a 'wear as much red as you can' event, plus a 

range of activities for your children to choose from, before donating to our Just Giving page for 

Comic Relief (this will be set up next month).  

The activities might include: a bake-off / an extra long walk, or cycle ride / a build a junk model 

challenge.  If you have any other great ideas that you think would be fun to choose from - then please do let us know!  

In the meantime - here is the link to the Comic Relief site: https://www.comicrelief.com/  

 



Pre-school 

This week we have been enjoying outside play and have had lots of fun on a duck hunt, feeding the ducks and making 

dens.   

The children have also enjoyed Australia day and have been making boomerangs! 

We have spent time talking about us as people, as well as self-care and dressing ourselves.  Other activities have 

included: stories, songs, playing in the shop area and getting creative with some sponge painting! 

Please ensure you keep track of our Class Dojo posts for up-to-date information and fun ideas/links.   

Please can we take this opportunity to remind you that the Pre-school is fully open.  If you wish for your child to return 

please do speak to Tracy Sumner, Pre-school Manager, via Class Dojo or contact by phone. 

Take care and we will see you all soon. 

Reception 

In Reception we have loved learning The Three Billy Goats Gruff story. We had a go 

at changing parts of the story and had bad pigs, good snakes and woolly rhinos!  

After this, we learned more about Trolls - we watched a 'news report' about trolls and 

read a 'government report' that explained all about trolls! We have had troll pictures, 

trolls named Mummy (ahem!), 'story maps' to explain troll information and lots of troll 

role play!  

We have also been working really hard to learn our sounds (we've now learned all our 

Reception sounds!) and our tricky words.  

In Maths, we have continued to learn about pairs of numbers that add to make 10! 

Some of us are so good that we have explored pairs that add to 11 or even 13!  

We've been learning to keep ourselves safe around our homes, learned about different 

habitats, made music in outdoor learning and continued to create our own dinosaur 

dances! Phew! What a busy couple of weeks! 



Year 2 

We are amazingly proud of all the hard work that the children have continued to do both in 

school and at home over this half term. Their resilience is admirable and we are really 

missing them all.  

In Maths, they have really grasped the 2, 5 and 10 times tables and they are starting now to 

apply this knowledge by learning division through grouping and sharing! We have had such 

positive feedback about the children enjoying the Numbots game. They have really enjoyed 

being able to build their robots whilst doing their addition and subtraction sentences!! 

Please let us know if you need any help getting your child logged on.  

In English, they have been creating their own stories, last week innovating them and now 

moving on to writing their stories independently. We have been really impressed with all the 

children showing off everything that they have learnt and creating suspense in their stories. 

We look forward to reading them both from home and in school and seeing them in person 

when they come back to school to create a display to show off their fantastic writing.  

We have been continuing with our Science 

and Geography units by Oak Academy. In 

Geography, the children have been focusing 

on looking at settlements and, in particular, 

what physical and human features they can 

identity.  

Keep up the fantastic work Year 2 - you are 

all superstars!  

Year 1 

We have had a rather busy time over the last couple of weeks!  

Firstly, a big thank you to the parents for all of your support with home learning. It means the world to us to be able to see 

our children still engaging in their learning and it makes us miss them all very much!  

Over the last couple of weeks we have worked our way through our fiction story, The Magic Porridge Pot, in Talk for 

Writing. The children did amazingly at innovating the original story; we were so pleased with the ideas the children came 

up with! It was wonderful to hear and read the stories from those of you at home! If you haven’t yet sent them in, please do 

because we love seeing how the children have done!  

We have also begun our next non-fiction instruction text How to make Magic ‘Porridge’ and the children had huge 

amounts of fun by following a set of instructions to hook them into the topic! I 

In Maths, we followed on from place value to 20 by looking at addition and subtraction to 20. The children have worked 

hard to grasp the concept of tens and ones  by drawing sticks for the ten and dots for ones. We have moved onto 

measurement and have been using the language of taller, shorter and longer, shorter to compare height and length.  

In Geography, we have been looking further than the UK like in our last topic, and have been identifying the seven 

continents and five oceans.  

Also in Art, we have continued to look at artists who focus on sculpture and the children 

chose a favourite artist then interpreted their work to create their own sculpture!  



Year 3 

What a busy couple of weeks we have had at school and with our home learning! You are all amazing and are working so 

hard with work we have set and extending your learning with new ideas too, well done! 

We have really enjoyed continuing with all the actions for our Talk 4 Writing story and are now innovating our Little Red 

Riding Hood text this week and have changed to wolf to many different animals – a mad chicken, a racoon, a lion, an 

orange tiger to name but a few!  

In Maths, we have been learning how to multiply and divide 2 digit numbers by a 1 digit number using our previous 

knowledge of times tables, partitioning and recombining.  

In History, we were disgusted and enthralled by the mummification process especially the way they get the brains out using 

a hook through the nose and that the process took up to 70 days!!  

We are all really enjoying reading the BFG and learning all his made up words.  

Year 4 

Year 4 have had a fantastic fortnight. We have completed our discussion text writing and this week we 

have started to innovate George's Marvellous Concoction (a short story based on the Roald Dahl 

classic).  The children have been enjoying listening to Miss Pinch, Mrs Harris and Mrs Hartly-Criddle 

read them this fantastic book as well as looking at this narrative in our Read as a Reader lessons.   

In Maths, we have been looking at multiplication and division and the children have been practising 

their times tables using Times Tables Rockstars.   

Design Technology has been lots of fun and the children are 

becoming inspiring architects with investigations into how to 

make strong structures as well as tall structures.  

In History, we have been finding out about the way that Iron 

Age people lived and have focused on their roundhouses and 

hillforts. PE this half term is focussing on gymnastic balances 

including holding asymmetrical and 

symmetrical shapes.  

In Science, our focus is on classification of 

vertebrates and invertebrates as well as 

investigating how to create classification keys.  



Year 6  

Wow! We can't believe that another 2 weeks have passed since we last caught up with you all 

about our wonderful learning, both in school and at home.  We have continued to receive excellent 

work from home from our dedicated learners - we are very proud of you all. As you know, our 

timetable in school follows very closely to the work which is being done at home.   

In English, we have completed our innovated portal tales and have moved on to planning our 

invent. We have read some amazing setting descriptions - well done! We are excited by the ideas 

that the children have for the invent stage of this process.  

In Maths, we are continuing to get to grips with percentages, decimals and fractions. We have 

been adding differentiated resources to the maths aspect of our blended timetable. Some areas of 

the Year 6 maths curriculum can be challenging (particularly as some of it might be new content) 

and therefore please do ask if you require further support with this at home. 

We have begun to work on our Benin sculptures and masks and have explored further the history 

around the amazing Ancient Civilisation of Benin in West Africa. In R.E. we have looked at the 

importance of parables to Christians and particularly those told by Jesus.  

Finally, in PSHE we have enjoyed seeing creative work about assertiveness and standing up for 

yourself which links nicely to our school value focus of taking responsibility.  

Year 5 

What a busy couple of weeks it has been! Year 5 have been working so hard both 

in school and at home so well done to all of you and please keep up the great work!  

 

In English, we have just finished writing our own newspaper reports on a range of 

different topics, including Biden becoming president and the recent floods that 

happened across the country. We can definitely see some future journalists in our 

year group! We have now moved on to our new Talk 4 Writing topic - Zelda Claw, a 

tale of fear, which is full of suspense. We have been busy learning the story and 

creating actions to help us retell it. 

In Maths, we have been looking at written multiplication and division, focusing on 

the method for long multiplication. We have definitely found this challenging, but 

Year 5 have been nothing but resilient in trying to learn and apply the method.  

 

In Science, we continued with our living things topic and the children have created some fantastic life cycle diagrams. In 

History, we have been looking at the Tudors and have focused on who they were and particularly on Henry VIII's family and 

wives.  

 

 

 

 


