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Headteacher’s Comment 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I cannot believe that we are already approaching October! Our children have continued to show real 

strength of character—remaining focused and resilient with their learning. It has also been wonderful 

to see them take such pride in their work – truly commendable learning attributes.   

During the summer holidays, we had three classrooms fitted with new carpet, some decoration 

completed,  as well as a new kitchenette area for breakfast and after school club. I am delighted that 

we have been successful with our second CIF bid, to have the essential removal of asbestos in our 

roof space. This grant provides important funding to ensure that our buildings are safe and in good 

working order. This will also allow us to strategically plan our much-needed project, to upgrade our 

IT infrastructure.  We are one of only 16 schools in Somerset to have been successful with our bid this academic year.  I 

would like to thank The Castle Partnership Trust for their instrumental support in securing this essential bid, so that our 

pupils have the very best school facilities.   

I am thrilled to inform you, that we have successfully appointed an Outdoor Learning Lead and Forest School practitioner, 

who will commence in role as soon as all of the appropriate safer recruitment checks have been completed. Her name is 

Sarah James and she has recently relocated to Somerset. We are confident that she will be an asset to our team. The 

children who assisted with the interview process all spoke highly of her and thoroughly enjoyed their learning session. We 

cannot wait for her start! In the meantime, for this half-term, Mr McFadzean will lead our Forest School sessions and Miss 

Lackner will lead Outdoor Learning.   

With best wishes, 

Mrs Wilkins 

Carly Wilkins  

Headteacher  

25th Sept 2020 

Safeguarding Update 

During this time, the safeguarding of our children is just as important as ever. If you have any concerns relating to a child, 

please don’t think “What if I’m wrong” think… “What if I am right”.  If you have any concerns about a pupil you should report 

this to a member of staff immediately through the school safeguarding email 393safeguarding@educ.somerset.gov.uk  or 

contact one of the safeguarding team via the school telephone. It is also vitally important that if you have any concerns you 

immediately contact Somerset Direct and report your concerns. The telephone number for Somerset Direct is 

03001232327  

Attendance Data 

Attendance by class for period 07/09/20 to 18/09/20.  This will be updated fortnightly. 

 

Gruffalo  98.8%  BFG  96.2%  Galadriel 96.9%    

Kipper  100%  Matilda  99.5%  Thorin  98.1%   

Jasper  95%  Hufflepuff 98.2%  Bagheera 94.9%   

Peter Rabbit 95.8%  Gryffindor 96.6%  Akela  97.7%    

Mrs TW  96.2%           

mailto:393safeguarding@educ.somerset.gov.uk


Online Safety - Netflix Parental Controls  

Many families use Netflix as one of their main sources of viewing, with adults and children 

enjoying the choices available and being able to watch what you want, when you want.  

  

For parents and carers, it's vital to supervise what our children are watching and use the 

settings available to reduce the risk of them coming across inappropriate or upsetting 

content.   

  

Netflix has it's own guide to using Parental Controls at:  https://help.netflix.com/en/node/264    

Contact Details 

It is very important that the school is kept informed of contact detail/address changes, including those of 

your emergency contacts.  Please notify the school office, as a matter of urgency, if these need to be 

updated.   

Thank you. 

 

Free School Meals Application 

We know that some families will be experiencing financial hardship, at this time.  For some families, they will only need this 

help during this time and it you may be able to apply for Free School Meals, to help get you through this period.   

 

All applications are to be completed online through the hyperlink below:   

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/free-school-meals/    

Twitter  

 

The only social media that we as a school use is our twitter page. This page is full of the most up-to-date 

news and photographs. Our Twitter page is @WellesleyparkW so please follow us. There is also a live 

feed on our school website home page.   

Secondary School Applications - Reminder for Year 6 Parents  

 

The application window for Year 7 secondary school admission in 2020 is now open. Parents of Year 6 pupils will NOT 

receive a letter from the Local Authority giving details about applications for secondary schools. It is important that all Year 

6 parents make their applications online: https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/starting-at-a-secondary-or-

upper-school-in-september by 31st October 2020.   

 

It is important that the application is made on time, so that you can secure a place for your child at the secondary school of 

your choice. If you have any difficulties accessing this online, please ask school for assistance and we will happily support 

you with your application.   

Beginning and end of Day Reminder   

 

Upon drop-off and collection, please try to keep children off of all play equipment and 

benches. As part of our risk assessment, we need to know which year groups have played 

with which resources. We appreciate that staggered timings makes this difficult but thank you 

in advance for your support.  

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/free-school-meals/


COVID –19 information from Public Heaths—School Nursing Team  

 



Wellesley Park Wellbeing  

Pastoral Support Update from Mary Wooding - Pastoral Lead 

Hello Everyone! 

I’ve been absolutely blown away by the really lovely WP welcome I’ve received from children, parents and staff. Thank you all so 

much for helping me to settle in so quickly! I’ve so enjoyed at last being able to put some names to the faces of both the children 

and you, as their parents/carers. 

Just to give you a bit of information about my role at WP: 

 My position is not one taken from any religious stance, even though the word ‘pastoral’ is often associated with such 

 I am here to support any children and their families who might need it during their time at Wellesley Park 

 My aim is to make the children’s time at school as positive as possible - as we know that happy children will be able to make 

the most of all the opportunities that are available to them. This applies to their academic work as well as to extra-curricular 

activities and opportunities to make friends – all part of learning to become a productive member of the WP community  

 The help I offer, ranges from short chats with parents/carers about their child’s wellbeing, to running 1:1 and group 

interventions, to being a trusted adult that children can come and chat to if they have any worries or concerns – it doesn’t 

matter how small these worries or concerns are, I’m happy to listen and to help where I can. It’s good to remember that small 

niggles can grow if they are not aired so do please encourage your children to talk to me, or any staff members, if they have 

anything that they need to get off their chest.   

 I have also been talking to some children about how it feels to be back at school, during these unusual times – it really is very 

normal to a have range of unsettling feelings, while we adapt to this very uncertain and ever changing situation. 

I have already started to run some bespoke, afternoon life skills groups for children in years 3 to 6. During these we have been 

identifying our emotions and feelings.  Activities already covered are: playing eye-spy to help the children familiarise themselves 

with the pastoral room; playing a fun memory and communication game about what we need to put in our bags to come to school 

and I always like to end our group sessions on a positive note - so we have been celebrating something about ourselves that 

makes us proud.  Some children have identified a skill they have, like cookery or football, others have talked about their talent as 

a dancer or runner and others have told us about what a good friend and how kind they are.  

I am planning to make a lovely display, celebrating all the qualities that the children of Wellesley Park have to offer our vibrant 

school community. 

I am so looking forward to getting to know all members of the WP community better over the coming term. If you feel that you, or 

your child, would benefit from my support then please do speak to your child’s class teacher in the first instance and they will then 

complete a referral document for me.  

Please have a safe and happy weekend. 

Best wishes  

Mrs Wooding 

Pastoral Lead 

School Nursing Team Visit 

Two members of the School Nursing Team (Public Health Nursing) will be on the school grounds 

during pick up time on Thursday 8th October in order to answer any questions parents and 

carers may have regarding COVID-19.     

The team will be located in a suitable position at the far end of the Key Stage 2 playground to 

ensure social distancing, and will be wearing face coverings.  

This support has been offered to all local schools and has received positive feedback from the schools that the team have 

already visited.  We hope you find this helpful. 



Wellesley Park Wellbeing  

Wellesley Park SEND Update from Emmaline Hartley-Criddle - Deputy Headteacher and SENDCo 

Introducing 'The Zones of Regulation' 

This week I have delivered staff training on 'The Zones of Regulation' - A well-researched and effective, whole school 

intervention for the teaching of self-regulation. The purpose behind it is to enable children to identify how they may be 

feeling through the use of colours (zones) and then to provide them with a wide variety of strategies and techniques 

needed to successfully regulate themselves. The Zones technique uses just 4 colours to cover a broad range of emotions 

(see below) and key to this is developing the understanding that none of these are 'wrong or bad'; they are all perfectly 

normal and understandable. However, the best learning occurs when a child is in the green zone (Good to Go!) and so, 

children will be supported to 'return to green' through a variety of techniques, when they are seen to be struggling 

emotionally. 

An important part of this intervention, is the modelling 

of emotional dialogue, by all the adults working with 

our children. Children become most able to self-

regulate, when regularly hear phrases such as: 'I am 

feeling a bit yellow at the moment, because I am 

struggling to get this right...can anyone help me find a 

way back to green please, because I am not sure 

what to do...?' and the more that adults can model 

this recognition of feeling and the strategies to 

manage them - the more confident they then become 

as children. 

During this term, I will also be taking the opportunity 

to share some resources and good practice with you, 

via Class Dojo, because I understand how difficult it 

can be at times to understand and manage your 

child/s sometimes complex and seemingly, erratic 

behaviours!  

 

The reasons behind encouraging home and school to work together on the Zones of Regulation are many, but the two 

biggest ones are: 

 children who can self-regulate, are more successful academically and more able to take on board, and recall/

apply, new learning 

 children who learn to regulate when they are young - go on to become teenagers who can self-regulate when 

they are older and. with the power of unpredictable 'hormones', this can be key to our children managing 

themselves appropriately both in school, and out in the wider community 

 

If in the meantime, you would like to research a little about this yourself, then there is lots of information on line. A good 

starting point would be: https://www.zonesofregulation.com/learn-more-about-the-zones.html 

I truly believe that this long-term intervention will prove successful for us as a school, for our pupils and as importantly, for 

you as families. Please do keep a look out on Class Dojo for updates! 

Best wishes 

Mrs Hartley Criddle 

Deputy Headteacher and SENDCo 



Out of School Club 

Invoices for ‘Autumn 1’ breakfast and after school club have been sent out - please ensure to make payment by the 

deadline of Friday 16th October.  Please note that payment for ‘Autumn 1’ sessions must be made in order to secure your 

sessions for ‘Autumn 2’.   

If you wish to make any changes to your bookings for ‘Autumn 2’ please let us know by emailing the school office - 

sch.393@educ.somerset.gov.uk - by Friday 16th October.   

The Out of School Club request form can be found on the Forms section of school website - https://

www.wellesleyparkschool.com/parents/forms.htm    Many thanks. 

Please Note - From Next Week 

PE: Please ensure that your child's correct PE kit is in school all week, from Monday - Friday and 

that it goes home to be washed every Friday. 

Outdoor learning: On their Outdoor learning day - children should come to school in the morning, 

dressed in comfortable, warm outdoor learning clothing and trainers / wellington boots if wet. They 

must have a waterproof coat with them in case of showers as they will only go inside if the activity 

requires them to do so, or if the weather is too severe. Children should bring in their school uniform, 

neatly packed in their school bag, for changing into afterwards. It may also be useful to add a clean, dry pair of socks to their 

school bag too!  

ALL clothing must be named, as parents are unable to come into our school setting to look for lost property themselves and un-

named items are incredibly hard to repatriate.  

Outdoor learning sessions take place as follows: 

 

Reception - Friday mornings  Year 4 - Monday mornings 

Year 1 - Tuesday afternoons  Year 5 - Tuesday mornings 

Year 2 - Wednesday mornings  Year 6 - Friday afternoons 

Year 3 - Thursday mornings 

 

Forest School: If your child has an afternoon SEMH Forest School session, then please ensure that they come to school 

in their usual school uniform and have their warm change of clothing in their school bags. They must also have wellington boots 

and waterproof coats. It may also be a good idea to pack an extra drink and snack to keep them going through the session! 

Please also ensure that everything is named, for the reasons mentioned above. 

General:  

 Children should only be bringing absolute essentials in to school please, no toys etc. 

 Children should only take home from school their changes of clothing / PE kits / bottles and lunch packs and reading/record books. 

They must not take any other school books or similar items. 

 Please name clearly, ALL of your child/s school clothing and essential items - our un-named lost property stash is growing! 

 

Thank you all for your continued support. 

Parking Reminder 

Please can we remind you to be mindful of local residents and pedestrians when parking in the 

residential areas near the school.  We appreciate that space is limited, but please ensure that you do 

not block rights of way, driveways or drop kerbs which causes a danger and obstruction.  

Flu Immunisation - Form Deadline Reminder 

The flu vaccination is due to take place in school on Monday 19th October 2020. The deadline for completion of the online 

consent form is 14th October 2020. If you haven’t yet done so, please complete the required consent form even if you do 

not consent to the vaccination.  

 
Please complete the consent form (one for each child, please) using the following link: https://saint.sompar.nhs.uk/flu/2020/

west as soon as possible, this link will close at least one week prior to the session date.  

https://saint.sompar.nhs.uk/flu/2020/west
https://saint.sompar.nhs.uk/flu/2020/west


Midday Supervisor Vacancies   

 We currently have a vacancy for a Midday Supervisor.  Further details can be found on the Vacancies section 

of the school website - https://www.wellesleyparkschool.com/our-school/vacancies.htm  

 

Pre-School 

The children have been learning all about themselves!  We will be having a photograph sharing session where the 

children can bring in photos from home to share with their friends.   

We have been enjoying drawing around our hands and feet, talking about our favourite foods and learning about staying 

healthy by dance, music and movement. 

If you wish to book in for the breakfast club service or any additional sessions at Pre-School, please contact Tracy 

Sumner, Pre-School Manager, by using Class Dojo or emailing the Pre-School - wppreschool@educ.somerset.gov.uk  

As the weather is now turning colder, please ensure that your child arrives with a labelled coat and jumper. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception 

We've been very busy in Reception over the last couple of weeks! We are now coming to school for whole days and, 
although we are tired, we are settling into this routine really well!  

We have started our phonics sessions and have enjoyed learning different letter sounds and how to write them. Some of 
us have been excited to even have a go during our play!  

We've also been looking at the numbers 1 to 5, which lots of us know, but we have been focussing on making sure that 
we know how to represent it in different ways and how each number can be made up from pairs of other numbers.  

We have talked about what makes us the same and what makes us different and used our fingerprints to make a tree! We 
also went out our first walk around the school grounds!  

We had read a book about Autumn and we wanted to see if it was Autumn right now! We found a few signs of Autumn and 
decided that perhaps it has just started!  



Year 2 

We have had a busy couple of weeks in Year 2!!  

We introduced our new Talk 4 Writing story ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. One 

morning last week we came into the classroom to find giants footprints on the 

floor, which the children were all very excited about. 

In maths we have been focussing on recognising numbers to 100 and doing 

lots of practical activities using tens and ones.  

In music with have learnt a new song called ‘Hand, heart, feet’ without singing 

the song we learnt actions to go with the music which the children thoroughly 

enjoyed.  

Science this term we are focussing 

on the use of everyday materials. We 

did a material hunt around the school 

grounds identifying uses for different 

materials. Why not go on material 

hunt at home identifying different 

uses of materials as well! 

 

Thank you again for all your continued support. Please remember to keep 
checking your Class Dojo for updates we put on our class story and messages 
we are sending to you! 

Year 1 

We have had another busy couple of weeks in Year one! The children have become much 
more accustomed to the structure of Year one and we have truly been blown away with how 

hard they have been working!  

We have continued to embed our Talk for Writing story of The Three Little Pigs using our 
story maps, which the children have recently brought home to share with their family and 
friends. We have received some wonderful videos of the children using their story map and 
the actions to retell the story, so send them over via Class Dojo if you have any! We will 
share these in class at some point.  

Within English, we have been focusing on sentence construction (using capital letters, full 
stops, finger spaces and our phonic knowledge to spell) as well as learning all about nouns 
and adjectives!! We spotted nouns around our classrooms and within the story and came up 
with appropriate adjectives for them too.  

In maths, we have been focusing on place value within 10. This has included sorting objects, counting accurately, 
forwards and backwards, looking at one more and one less and also using the language of ‘greater than’, ‘less than’ and 
‘equal to’ to compare amounts! We are sure the next few weeks will be just as busy!!  

 

 

 

 



Year 3 

Wow! What a busy fortnight we have had in Year 3!  
 
In English, it has been very exciting because we caught footage of a dragon breathing fire on our school playground! While 
there was no sign of the dragon over the weekend, a mysterious box appeared with a number of clues to help us work out 
what our new story was. We have now shared our text 'The Cobbler of Krakow and Smok the Dragon of Wawel' and have 
had great fun beginning to learn some actions to help us remember this. See if you can practise them at home - how much 
can you remember?  We have also had great fun in Art, using water colour paints and oil pastels to recreate the dragon's 
flames.  
 
In Maths, we are continuing to focus on place value and have worked hard at both representing and partitioning numbers 
up to 1,000, using pictures and/or resources if needed.  
 
We also had an amazing first outdoor learning session and really enjoyed setting up some circuit training in PE. 
 
Thank you for all your hard work, Year 3 - keep it up! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 

Year 4 have been super busy this fortnight. In English they have been learning how to create 
expanded noun phrases to describe their setting descriptions as well as improving choice of 
words. This is a theme that runs into Guided Reading where we have been looking at how the 
author Philip Pullman creates exotic setting description from the Firework Maker's daughter.  
 
In Maths, we have been rounding 4-digit numbers to the nearest 10 and 100. We have been 
recapping our 3 times tables using Supermovers dances and stories from Times Fables. Please 
encourage your child to go on Times Tables Rockstars to improve their recall speed.  
 
In Science, we have had lots of fun experimenting with teeth enamel and answering the question 
" Which drink is the worst for your teeth?" No child volunteered their teeth so we used eggs as a 
substitute. We predicted cola would be the worst but found out the blackcurrant was the most 
damaging to the egg with some horrifying changes.  
 
In History we have been creating a time line of the Roman Empire and it was great to see the 
children carrying out independent learning especially William from Gryffindor who went home 
and in an evening created a magnificent (and very authentic!) Roman shield.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 5 

Where have the last 3 weeks gone? They seemed to have flown by. The children have 

settled in well and are enjoying getting back to some more structured lessons, they 

particularly liked listening to some BonJovi during one of the music lessons! 

 
This week has seen us really getting to grips with the story ‘Perseus and Madusa’. We 

have continued to learn the story and add actions but also begin writing about the story. 

We have been including co-ordinating and subordinating clauses, relative clauses and 

expanded noun phrases to make our writing engaging for our readers. 

 
In Maths, we have been rounding numbers and looking at the place value of different 

digits in numbers up to the 100,000s. We have also been practising saying these large 

numbers as it can be quite tricky. 

 
On Tuesday, we had our first outdoor learning session. The children spent time outside looking at different leaves and 
finding their favourite place on the school grounds. The children also made frames to present the pictures they drew of their 
favourite place. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 

Our wonderful Year 6s have continued to impress us over these last 2 weeks. They have 
been focused, ready to learn and really enthusiastic about what they are learning.  
 
In English, we are continuing our Talk for Writing Text of Hansel & Gretel. This much-
loved Fairy Tale has been the subject of in-depth discussion particularly around the darker 
and more suspenseful side of the story. The children have deepened their understanding 
of a number of literary devices to include personification and pathetic fallacy. They have 
produced some excellent short burst writing to demonstrate their understanding of this and 
much fun was had developing the actions to go with the story. 
 
In Maths, we are continuing Place Value, reviewing previous understanding of negative 
numbers and adding further layers to the children's knowledge of this area.  We have 
begun Ninja Maths as part of our arithmetic and mental starter. The children are 
thoroughly enjoying trying to improve their belt colour each day. 
 
In History, we are continuing with our Topic of Victorians (Crime and Punishment). The 
children have enjoyed finding out about how different eras have approached this important 
aspect of our History. 
 
In Guided Reading, we have been listening to the song Pompeii by Bastille. We have 
analysed and annotated the lyrics and answered questions about the song. The children 
have loved this musical addition to their historical knowledge. 

 
Finally, as the weather turns colder, we would ask 
that each child has a coat in school every day - we 
would like to make the most of any last rays of 
sunshine! Currently, the children are also having 
Outdoor Learning each Friday afternoon and an extra layer (by way of a hoodie, 
jumper, hat, etc.) would be useful.  

 

 


