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Headteacher’s Comment 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

It’s hard to believe that next week it will be October! It is already beginning to feel more like Autumn with the darker 

and cooler mornings.  

As always, it is such a pleasure to be able to witness so many hard-working children producing work of such quality 

as I visit classes throughout the day.  

 

Open mornings 

On Monday 18th October and Friday 5th November (both 9:30-10:30) we are opening our brilliant school to new and prospective parents 

and carers. Please see our attached advert at the back of our newsletter – please share far and wide with friends and family who may 

have a child looking to start school in September 2022.  

This is an opportunity for everyone to see the excellent work that our children and staff are completing on a daily basis. To book your 

place on one of our tours, please contact the school office. We look forward to welcoming you to our school.   

School Visit  

This week, we had a school review by our School Improvement Partner (SIP) with a focus on evaluating the implementation of our wider 

curriculum. The day comprised of: lesson visits, discussions with teacher, discussions with subject leaders and discussions with pupils in 

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 and their books. 

There more many clear positives on the curriculum development work that we have undertaken as a school, including:  

• The lessons and discussions observed during the visit demonstrate leaders’ emphasis on oracy and vocabulary and the importance 

of knowledge, its retention and application.  

• Pupils expressed the importance of the start of lessons in helping them to recall key information as their teachers ‘go over things’. 

• Pupils also value doing actions for knowledge they find difficult to grasp. 

• The key strengths are that teachers are focusing on the development of pupils’ knowledge and subjects are now distinct, with pupils 

knowing that they are ‘working as historians’ for example.  

• The learning atmosphere in classrooms is positive and calm. Pupils are able to learn and they are keen to participate. 

As always, we will be continuing to develop our knowledge-rich curriculum; ensuring that it is designed to help our children remember 

what they have been taught.  

Best wishes, 

Mrs Wilkins  

27th Sept 2021 

Our Wellesley Park School Value for this half-term - Resilience  

The skill of ‘bouncing back!’ and learning to use your ‘emotional toughness’. 

 

What are YOUR mountains – and how will you  

overcome them? 



Wellesley Park Primary School Facebook Page  

Have you visited and followed our school Facebook page?  We regularly post updates, news, 

events and other information.  Please see the link to our page below and click on ‘follow’ to link our 

posts to your newsfeed. 

https://www.facebook.com/WellesleyParkPrimarySchool  

School Communication 

Please can we make you aware that most communication being sent out from school is being sent via 

Class Dojo for the time being.  We currently are not able to access our parent group email system and 

therefore Class Dojo will be used for sending out letters and important messages, so please check this 

regularly. 

If you do not access Class Dojo please can you contact the school office as soon as possible.  Please note our school 

email address is still active and regularly checked - sch.393@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

School Drop Off 

Please can we remind parents and carers not to arrive at school to drop children off before their class drop off time, as 

classroom doors will not yet be open and there will be no supervision on the playground.  A reminder of the drop off times 

can be found below: 

Pre-school: 9.00am 

KS1 - Reception, Years 1 and 2: 8.50am (doors open at 8.40am for children that are younger siblings) 

KS2 - Years 3, 4, 5, 6: 8.40am  

KS2 Harvest Festival 

 

As explained in our recent letter to KS2 parents and carers, on Monday 27th September, all of our 

KS2 children will be attending Wellington Baptist Church to participate in our Harvest Festival. The 

service will take place at 1:45pm and children will be walked back to school in time for the end of the 

school day.  

 

As part of this tradition, we are inviting children and their families to donate non-perishable food items 

for The Wellington Food Bank. If you would like to donate an item, please bring it in on Monday 27th September. We are 

asking for no glass jars please, as the children will carry their item down to the church. Please see the leaflet posted on 

Class Dojo, which provides a list of items that can be donated. 

Extra Curricular Clubs 

Collection from clubs  

If your child is due to be collected from a club by anyone else other than their parent, please ensure that 

you notify the Club Leader or the school office (this includes if they are being collected by a childminder).   

Please read important information on the club timetable which explains important club procedures, such as – only children 

that have not got a place at their requested club will be notified.   

Craft Club for Years 1 and 2 / Musical Theatre Club for Years 3 to 6 

Unfortunately due to unforeseen circumstances Craft Club for Years 1 and 2 and Music Theatre for Years 3 to 6 will now be 

starting on Monday 4th October.  All other clubs will start next week as per the timetable.   

Please note no clubs will be running on Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd November due to Parents Evenings.   

Communicating to School a Positive COVID Test Result 

If you receive a positive COVID test result for your child or a member of your household over the weekend, please contact 
the school office via email covid.393@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

https://www.facebook.com/WellesleyParkPrimarySchool


Message from Miss James - Outdoor Education and Forest School Leader 

Update on our specialist 'Forest School' provision for: SEMH / Social 

Communication / Motor Skills & Emotional Regulation and our fabulous 'Outdoor 

Learning for All' 
 
Outdoor Learning Highlights 
 

It has been wonderful having Outdoor Learning sessions again and the children have been 

amazing!  

We had a great time in Year 3 – we have been looking at adjectives and how they can be used 

to describe a setting or character! We used adjectives to describe different faces and then 

created these faces using natural objects and clay. We had some fantastic shocked, scary, sad 

faces! So, when you come to school, see if you can find any of these faces on the school 

grounds!  

In Year 1, we have started our art unit by investigating whether all of the colours outside are 

green! We found that there are actually lots of different shades of green and many other 

colours. We then went on a colour hunt where we tried to match different natural materials to a 

shade of colour on our sheet – we were great at matching these!  

Outdoor Learning (OL) sessions will take place each week, as follows: 

 
 

Forest School Update 

We have had a wonderful start to Forest School and it is so nice to be back after such a long time! 

We have been looking at how to make friends and how to have conversations, so one of our challenges was to find a 

partner and investigate Forest School together. This was a lot of fun and it gave us the opportunity to get to know our 

friends better! 

We did some rock drawings which were really fun! In the mud kitchen, we had a competition to create the best drink – we 

had to scour all over for the best ingredients! They were also very expensive – one drink cost £10,000! 

We found a record number of frogs -12! We wanted to make them as happy as we could so we worked together to build a 
habitat for them to be happy in. 

Miss James’  

In every newsletter, Miss James includes a ‘wish list’ of everyday household items that are needed to help make Outdoor 

Learning and Forest School both fun and educational!  

We are hoping that you may have these items laying around the house, or shed, collecting dust.   If you do have something 

and are willing to part with it, could you please give it to your child to bring in.  We will make sure it is quarantined and 

sanitised before other children handle it.  Thank you everyone.  

This week’s wish list:  

• Old gardening trowels, gardening gloves - child friendly gardening tools 

• Watering cans 

• Old ground sheets/tarpaulin 

Day Morning - OL Afternoon 

Monday Year 4 Reception - OL 

Tuesday Year 5 Year 6 - OL 

Wednesday Year 2 Forest School 

Thursday Year 3 - 

Friday Year 1 Forest School 



Reception 

We're almost at the end of our first full week. 
 
The children are feeling quite tired but they have been working hard on their sounds and their 
number skills. 
 
They have been super amazing at going into the dinner hall and eating their dinner, showing 
wonderful manners to all the staff.  
 
We've learnt the sounds for s,a,t and p this week and we've talked a lot about how different patterns 
and numbers match.  
A few children even went further and started thinking about different numbers which make 10!   
 
Mrs Wrightson very kindly brought in her 'Little Red Hen' which links with our story of The Little Red Hen - this provided a 
real life experience for our children.  

Pre-school 

This weeks focus has been ‘All About Me’ and our families.  We have talked about those 
who live with us, our homes, pets and our bodies. 
 
We have been enjoying listening to the story of The Gruffalo and singing Incy Wincy 
Spider as well as Baa Baa Black sheep.  We have worked on developing our letters and 
sounds by learning about quiet, loud and different tones in our voice. 
 
Water play and babies have been a huge interest for our children.  They have also been enjoying outdoor learning with den 
making, mud play, story corner, snails and doing chalking in the big playground.   

  
We are keen to start up a new parent partnership group before Christmas, so if you would 
like to help us fundraise for resources then please see Miss Elliott. 
  
Can we also remind you that if you would like to donate towards Mrs Oaten and Mrs 
Keane’s leaving gift then please pop it in to school.   
 
 

Year 1 

What a busy few weeks the children have had!  

In English, the children have learnt the story of The Three Little Pigs using their story map. They have also been learning 

and identifying nouns as well as beginning to use adjectives to describe them.  

In Maths, the children have continued to work on place value. This week they have been comparing two groups of objects 

or numbers using the language ‘greater than’ ‘less than’ and ‘equal to’ They have even begun to look at using the symbols 

for these in place of words.  

In Art, the children have begun to look at the primary colours ready to use these in our painting.  

In Science, they have looked at a range of materials and had a go at identifying them within everyday objects.  

In History, the children have started looking at Wellington town and how shops have changed since 1950. They had great 

fun looking at old photographs of the high street and identifying some of the changes in living memory.    



Year 2 

Year 2 have had a fantastic few weeks in school. We are continuing to be amazed at their fantastic attitude to learning; they 

are all showing such a love for learning.  

In English, we have been continuing with our story of Jack and the Beanstalk and looking at how we can use adjectives 

differently to describe settings. In Maths, we have focused on place value of numbers up to 100. The children have done 

amazingly with recognising how many tens and how many ones are in each number.  

In Science this term we have been learning about habitats. The children have looked at lots of different habitats and 

learning about what animal or plant may live in each habitat.    

In RE this term we are studying the religion of Judaism and what Jewish people believe about the Torah. The children have 

thoroughly enjoyed learning about this and have amazed us with their recalling of key vocabulary including the Mezuzah, 

Torah and Simchat Torah.  

Please remember homework will be due in every Thursday and to be reading with your child at least 4 times a week.  

Year 3 

Year 3 have continued to settle in well at school and are taking all of the new routines and 

activities in their stride. They are really enjoying being back in the hall for assembly and learning 

new songs ready for harvest next week.  

In Maths we have continued to develop our understanding of Place Value and the children have 

enjoyed using Tens Blocks to help them with their learning.  

We finished reading our story of Stone Age Boy this week, which the children were super excited to hear- was it a dream or 

not?! The children have then been using their VIPERS skills to explore the text.  

In History and Art, we have continued to develop our knowledge of the Stone Age. The children explored what it was like to 

go hunting and gathering for food for their ‘family’ and used charcoal and chalk to create artwork inspired by Stone Age 

cave paintings.  

We joined together as a year group for Science this week and continued with our unit on Forces. We headed outside where 

we worked together to investigate friction and how different surfaces effected the distance our cars travelled. 

Overall, lots more learning and fun had by all!  

 

 



Year 4 

Wow, another busy fortnight in Year 4! The children have settled back to the school routines really well and are continuing 

to impress us with their work ethic and behaviour for learning in class. 

In English, we are now confident with our Cinderella text and have been looking at prepositions and other features that help 

us to describe a setting. We have been loving looking at our new VIPERS text, ‘Voices in the Park’ by Anthony Browne, 

and are beginning to develop a detailed understanding of the different ‘voices’ we hear. It has been a great discussion 

point, considering the different backgrounds and experiences of the characters. In Maths, we have been continuing with our 

place value topic and have explored 4-digit numbers in great detail.  

It has been great to get back to Outdoor Learning with Miss James, and we have also had an amazing time learning how to 

make a sound on our clarinets. Although on the first week we were a little squeaky, this week we focussed on making a 

good sound, with great improvements seen already!  

Keep up the great work Year 4! 

Year 5 

Year 5 have had an excellent week with a variety of activities! The week began with our first swimming lesson which went 
swimmingly! Many of the children overcame their fears and built confidence over the course of the session and are looking 
forward to continuing this term.  

We also prepared for our Harvest Festival by creating acrostic poems, and a few will be showcased at the Harvest Festival.  

We had our second visit from Mr Adams, our music teacher, and the children learnt how to sing the song ‘Livin’ on a 

Prayer’.  

In English, the children are learning many descriptive skills to be able to use in their ‘Defeat the Monster’ stories, such as: 
relative clauses, expanded noun phrases, use of adverbials and showing emotion not telling (creating suspense).  



Year 6 

The hard work and resilience shown by our Year 6 pupils has continued this week.  
 
In Guided Reading we have begun our new novel Rooftoppers by the fantastic Katherine 
Rundell! The children have enjoyed exploring the new characters to whom they have been 
introduced in the story and can't wait to see what happens next. 
 
In English, our suspense writing is moving at high speed, along with the children getting to 
grips with conjunctions in grammar and literary features of writing such as: personification 
and pathetic fallacy. 
 
In Maths, our work on Place Value has concluded and we are now looking forward to 
reviewing and extending our knowledge of the four operations. 
 
In Science, in our work on the Circulatory System, we have been gaining new knowledge 
about blood and its components. The children have created some great fact sheets in their 
Science books. 
 
Finally, in History, we have begun to explore Crime and Punishment through the ages - an exciting unit with some truly gory 
details! 
 
The children are really enjoying their learning, which is wonderful to see. 

 
 



 
 


