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Headteacher’s Comment 

Welcome back – we hope you enjoyed your Easter break and had the 
opportunity to take advantage of the current lockdown easing and the beautiful 
weather. 
 
I am delighted at the way our children have come back to school following the 
Easter break. Although this year has been full of uncertainty and a constant 
need to adapt – our children continue to demonstrate our Wellesley Park 
values: respect, resilience, responsibility, integrity, tolerance and excellence. 
 
Parents evening, although slightly different, has been very successful.  Thank 

you to all the parents for booking an appointment. I hope you found this a valuable opportunity to discuss your child's progress  

Regular communication with parents and class teachers is an important part of your child’s journey at school. If you have not yet 

made an appointment, please do contact your child’s class teacher via dojo or through the school office.  

 

Staffing update 
Now that we are settled back into school, I would like to update our school community with some staff news: 
A hello to Wellesley Park from the Whittle Family - Christopher John Kelvin Whittle was born on the 9th 
February 2021. Having recently spoke to Mrs Whittle, they are enjoying their time together as a family.  
 
Good Luck Miss Lackner - Miss Lackner, who is expecting her second child, has begun her maternity 
leave. We wish her the very best and look forward to sharing some exciting news with you in the coming 
weeks. 

Welcome Miss McEvoy – Many of you will remember Miss McEvoy, who started with us as a Teaching Assistant and went on to 
train to become a Primary School Teacher, completing her first school placement with us, in Year 5. I am delighted that Miss McEvoy 
successfully completed her PGCE and has returned to Wellesley Park to provide some additional teaching across the school, until 
the end of the academic year. 

Goodbye Mrs Whatley - Next Friday, we say a sad goodbye to Mrs Whatley. Mrs Whatley, has worked at the school for 16 years in 

the breakfast and after school club. She has helped many children in that time and we wish her all the best for the future. 

 

School Uniform 
Now that we have returned to the ‘normality’ of school life and with the warmer weather, I am writing to ask for your support in 
ensuring that our pupils look smart, and therefore ready for learning, by coming to school every day in their ‘normal’ full school 
uniform.  We fully understand that lockdown may have made it more difficult to ensure that correct uniform is worn. We appreciate 
that there has been a huge demand for new school clothes, now that shops have fully re-opened, and that you may be struggling 
financially as a result of the pandemic. If you are experiencing financial difficulties and would like support then please get in contact. 
 
We do expect that as of Tuesday 4th May, at the latest, that normal full school uniform is worn, including school shoes and PE kit. 
To view our full uniform policy please visit our website: https://www.wellesleyparkschool.com/parents/school-uniform.htm  

  

Sun Safety 
It has been lovely to see some glimmers of sunshine over the past couple of weeks and hopefully we will see lots more of it over the 
coming months. Please remember to send in a sunhat or cap as the weather improves (hopefully). 
 
Please ensure that children have sun cream applied before they come to school.  As the children are taking off their sweatshirts at 

break times, please also ensure that all clothing is labelled. 

 

Best wishes,  

Mrs Wilkins 

 



E-Safety Update - Playing IT Safe 

Playing IT Safe - https://playingitsafe.org - is a new collection of play-based activities 

and resources which have been developed in Australia, based around Early 

Childhood Australia’s Statement on young children and digital technologies.  

The ideas are designed to be adapted for the children they are used with to teach 

them about the digital world from a very early age, starting at 12-months old. The 

website includes an area for parents as well as educators, and ideas for games that 

children and adults can play together. 

School Meals  

No Nut School 
 
Having reviewed the list of recommended items for a healthy packed lunch box that appeared in our 
newsletter dated 13th November 2020, we would like to confirm that peanut butter and nut paste are 
items that should not be brought into school.  This is in compliance with our ‘No Nut School’ status.   
 
We thank you for your support in this. 

Our Wellesley Park 

Value for this half-

term is Integrity  

 

 

 

Travelling to school and college safely 

It is likely that the roads and public transport system will be busier than when 

children returned in March, given other business have reopened.  

 

Please see the following guidance on how pupils can travel to and from school 

safely: 

 Wear a face covering (unless you are exempt – including if you are aged 11 and under). It is important  you wear them 

for the entirety of your journey, including inside a bus or train station 

 Social distance where possible 

 Wash or sanitise your hands regularly 

 Be considerate to fellow passengers and staff. 

 

Further information can be found on the gov.uk site -  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-to-school-and-

other-places-of-education-autumn-term-2020  The Department for Transport has also created resources that can be 

downloaded and used by education settings to promote safe travel to school - https://extranet.dft.gov.uk/safer-transport-

campaign/schools/ 

Policy Updates 

The following policies have recently been updated and are 

available on the school website: 

 Positive Behaviour Policy 

 Home School Agreement 

 Membership of Committees 2020-21 

 Trust Structure 2020-21 

 Complaints Procedure 

Communicating to School a Positive COVID Test Result 

If you receive a positive COVID test result for your child or a member of your household over the weekend, please text or 
call the school mobile and leave a message giving details.  The mobile number is 07395 161339 (this phone will only be 

checked daily). 

 

https://playingitsafe.org.au/
http://www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/our-work/submissions-statements/eca-statement-young-children-digital-technologies/


Forest School/Outdoor Learning Update from Miss James - Outdoor Education & Forest School Leader  

Update on our specialist Forest School provision, for: SEMH / Social Communication / Motor Skills & Emotional 

Regulation and our Outdoor Learning for All 

Summer is finally here! We have had a wonderful time enjoying the sun this week in 
Outdoor Learning and Forest School! There are just a couple reminders now the sun 
is out and temperatures are rising: 

 Children will still need sensible clothes, sun hat (if available) and shoes for 
Outdoor Learning. No sandals or flip flops please – we do a lot of running around! 

 On Outdoor Learning and Forest School days, children might want to bring in an extra water bottle. 

 Please can sun cream be applied BEFORE your child comes to school. 

Outdoor Learning Update: 

In Gruffalo class, we have kicked off the summer term by looking at plants! Now that plants have begun springing up 
around the school we decided to explore the signs of spring. 

In Year 1, we have begun our explorer’s topic by looking at different explorers such as Ibn Battuta and Felicity Aston who 
travelled across Antarctica all by herself! We talked about what an explorer is and why they go on adventures! We came 
up with our own expeditions and designed our own backpacks with all of the things we would need to survive our 
adventure! 

In Year 2, we are going to be thinking about music outdoors so this week we focused on what we could hear. We listened 
in different places around our school and compared natural sounds and man-made sounds. We found that there were 
more man-made noises such as children and adults talking, traffic and someone mowing their lawn! We created our own 
sound postcard to describe the different sounds we could hear. 

In Years 3, we have begun looking at rocks! We looked at how rocks are used around the school grounds and justified why 
rocks are used. In groups, we looked at lots of different rocks and tried to group them with any similarities! We then looked 
at how different rocks are formed and what their properties are! It was so interesting! 

In Year 4, we compared the changes in Spring from the start of Spring 2 term! We saw that lots of new plants had grown 
and found plenty of mini-beasts. We looked at the illustrations from ‘Me…Jane’ by Patrick Mcdonnell and we sketched the 
changes of Spring we had found before! 

In Years 5 and 6, we have begun our Maths topic with lots of challenges! First we went on a 2D and 3D shape hunt and 

justified why different shapes are used for different purposes. We then tied lots of rope together and in groups, we had to 

make different 2D shapes using the rope with different amount of equal sides and angles – this was much more 

challenging than we were expecting – especially making straight edges! 

Forest School Update 

This week in Forest School, we had new groups so we played a getting to know you game where we had to find hidden 
questions and each of us had to answer them! We also had to remember each other’s answers because we were asked all 
the questions at the end! This helped us have ideas of when we want to get to know people and know to what to ask to 
make new friends. 

We created a very popular 5* restaurant in the mud kitchen, created bookmarks out of the different plants and flowers 

found around Forest School and made imprints in clay! We went on a colour scavenger hunt where we had to find different 

colours around Forest School and record where we found them! We struggled with finding something purple! 

 

Please see the next page for Miss James’ wish list!  

 

 

 



Miss James’  

 

We are hoping that you may have these items laying around the house, or shed, collecting dust. If you do have something 
and are willing to part with it, could you please donate it to the school?! If you could give it to your child to bring in, we will 
make sure it is quarantined and sanitised before other children handle it. 

This week’s wish list: 

 ROCKS!! Any kind of garden stones or even larger rocks which children can investigate or paint! 

 Buckets/storage boxes, 

 Left over wool, string/ribbon, 

 Any plastic/metal cups to drink hot chocolate out of. 

Many thanks. 

Request to all children! 

At Wellesley Park we encourage everyone, children and staff alike, to explore and 

express their feelings – it is how we learn to become emotionally literate. It is very 

important to identify and express all our feelings of sadness, anger, frustration, etc but 

it is equally important for our wellbeing to discover the things in life that make us feel 

uplifted, happy and secure. 

For the pastoral display board this term we have chosen the title ‘Finding Your 

Happy’. We are inviting all children (and staff) to bring in a photo, drawing, written 
description - of the activities, places, people and things that make them feel happy. 
We will put them all on the board which should make for a really uplifting display! If the 
children would like to feature in the pictures themselves, and you are comfortable with 
this, that would be great! 

Ideas of what makes us feel happy: 

 People - family, friends, school staff. 

 Pets. 

 Places - beach, garden, a comfy place you sit at home. 

 Things - toys, bike, football, games console. 

 Hobbies and doing things - watching TV, walking dog, going outside in nature, gaming, biking, football, cooking, art, 
dancing. 

 
Here are pictures of Mrs Wooding’s two pets, Alfie and Marge, who make her very happy! 

 

               

 

 

 

                                                                         

            

            

 

 

               

     Alfie                              Marge 

 



Pre-school 

This week we have welcomed all the children back from the Easter break.  They are all really 
happy to be back with each other and raring to learn. 

We have been focusing on a nature theme and the Queen's birthday through a variety of 
activities. The children have been creating life drawings of flowers, growing beans and making 
crowns for the Queen. 

Next week, we will be focusing on numbers, so we are looking forward to playing number 
board games, hopscotch, sorting and arranging numbers, ink stamping, caterpillar fingerprint 
counting and having a hidden treasure hunt! 

Please remember that all children need to be applied with sun cream before coming to Pre-
school and have a labelled hat. 

Please can we remind you that the Pre-school is closed on Thursday 6th May due to the 
Polling Day. 

Reception 

This week, in Reception, we have been very busy indeed! In Phonics, we have been extending 
our reading and spelling ability by learning about 'adjacent consonants'. These are where two 
consonants can be found next to each other - for example in 'help', 'next' and 'hunt'.  

In Maths, we have been learning about doubling! Some of us can double numbers in our heads 
and we have all been using our fingers and different objects to find doubles for lots of numbers - 
all the way up to 10+10=20! We made 'ladybird doubles' to help us and tried to write a number 
sentence to go with it!  

Our new story that we are learning is Goldilocks and the Three Bears. We have been learning 
how to sign the story - the sign for bear is very cute! Learning about the story has made us very 
excited to know more about bears! We have found a book called 'A Book of Bears' and have 
been learning about the different types of bears and where in the world they live! Did you kow 
there are 8 different types of bears? 

Year 1 

Welcome back to the Summer Term!  

In Maths, we have started learning Multiplication and Division. The children have practised counting in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s and 

have begun to look at making equal groups.  

Our new Talk4Writing text is a recount letter. The children have been excellent at learning the text so far!  

We have started practising our reading and comprehension skills in Guided Reading, with a focus on making predictions 

using the front cover, looking at clues that the pictures might give us and discussing our ideas. We have also been looking 

at retrieval questions where the children have to find an answer from the part of the book they have just written.  

It has been a lovely first week back! 



Year 3 
 
Welcome back Year 3’s. We have had a busy start to the term and have enjoyed finding out about all our new topics.  

In English, we have been recapping using adjectives and expanded noun phrases this week linked to our new Talk 4 

Writing text – Best Enemies (A Tale of Fear). 

In Maths, we have continued to learn about fractions -  recognising and counting in tenths. 

Our Science topic, rocks and Geography topic, volcanoes link really well together and we have begun learning about 

different types of rocks- natural and human made and what a volcano is and some of the important vocabulary we need to 

know. In outdoor learning we are finding out more about rocks and where they are found in the outside world.  

In our Art session this week, we have been using oil pastels to create our very own lava.  

We have started to read our new class book, Matilda and are already enjoying the tricks she is playing on her family. 

Don’t forget our PE slots are on a Wednesday and Thursday so please make sure PE kits are in school for these times. 

Year 2 
 
The children have settled back well into the summer term. We have had a busy first 

week back at school.  

In English, we introduced our new story ‘The Magic Paintbrush’. The children all painted 

a butterfly hoping that their paintbrushes were magic and their butterfly would come to 

life!  

In Maths, we have introduced fractions. We have been focussing on recognising equal parts and finding a half. Continuing 

from this, we will be looking at quarters and thirds.  

In Outdoor learning this term, the children will be focussing on music by exploring different sounds outside. We are hoping 

the lovely weather continues! 

In Science this week, we did an exciting experiment –the children measured their hand spans, and then compared it with 

their height. For the rest of this term, we will be learning how plants grow.  

It has been lovely to have all the children back in school, and thank you to those that attended parents evening. It has been 
wonderful to be able to share all of the fantastic work and progress that your children have made this year.   



Year 4 
 
Year 4 have had a brilliant start back to the Summer term as well as a fantastic end of the 
Spring term.  
 
The children enjoyed finding out about food miles and how to eat a balanced diet in DT, 
and in RE they can confidently retell the Easter story from the beginning of lent through to 
Jesus' resurrection on Easter Sunday.  
 
We are continuing with our Science topic of 'States of Matter' and using it to explain the 
Water Cycle. We will also revisit the Year 3 topic of rocks and sediments to ensure that the children didn't miss any learning 
from last year. In addition, we have been carrying out an experiment to address the question “Do taller people have bigger 
hand spans?” 
 
This term we will be learning about Anglo Saxons in History as well as Viking invasions.  
 
In Maths, we have started to examine decimals and look at their relationship with fractions, we will progress to dividing one- 
and two-digit numbers by 10 and 100 as well as comparing decimals and rounding them to the nearest whole number.  
 
In Read as a Reader, we will be reading 'How to Train Your Dragon' and in English we will be focusing on openings and 
endings in our class text 'Elf Road.'  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Year 5 
 
Welcome back to the Summer term. It is so lovely to see the sun shining and being able to get outside more to enjoy it. 

Thank you to all the parents we have spoken to at parent’s evening. It has been really lovely to see you all and thank you 

for the many kind comments we have received. 

The children have settled back into IKB really quickly and we are continuing to enjoy our time here. We’ve come straight 
back with a bang, and on Monday, conducted a Science experiment to answer the question “Do taller children have bigger 
hands?” As part of this, we have been working scientifically, making sure that we are accurate when measuring and 
carefully plotting our results on a line graph.  

In English, we are looking at The Time slip scarab which is a portal story with a focus on how authors hook their readers in 

right from the opening.  We have so far been on a virtual tour of the Ancient Egyptian rooms at the British Museum and 

watched a small clip from The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe where Lucy goes through the wardrobe (a portal) into the 

new world of Narnia. We have also enjoyed acting out the story – keep your eyes peeled on Class Dojo for our videos. 

In Maths, we are consolidating our times tables knowledge and focussing on those really tricky ones. We are also looking 

at the corresponding division facts.  Next week, we will be using our knowledge of tables to support us when we look at 

formal written methods for multiplication and division.  

 

 
 
 
 



Year 6 
 
What a wonderful start to the Summer term we have had! The sun has been shining and everyone has returned with an 
exceptional attitude to their learning - showing resilience and integrity.   
 
In Maths, we have started our new block of learning on statistics. The children have began to interpret, draw and solve 
problems relating to line graphs with emphasis on the importance of accuracy when analysing and comparing data. We will 
continue to develop learning through investigating key vocabulary relating to circles and analysing data presented in pie 
charts.  
 
In English, we have started our new unit with a focus on characterisation. We have been immersing ourselves in the new 
model text using role play and investigating the key vocabulary. In Guided Reading, we are continuing to read Skellig by 
David Almond. 
 
The children have been particularly interested in our new Topic for History with links to Geography - The Titanic. We have 
explored the key facts relating to the importance of the ship at the time and what happened on its maiden voyage to New 
York. The children were particularly surprised that it was used as a Royal Mail Ship as well as passenger vessel. We have 
begun to explore the class system on board and look forward to further research. We are also looking forward to a scientific 
buoyancy experiment over the next week.  
 
Have a wonderful weekend.  Please continue to ensure your children read each day and practise their weekly spellings.  

 
 

 
 
 


