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Headteacher’s Comment 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

First of all, I would like to share my appreciation for the calm and positive reaction to our Pre-School closure this 

week. This was not a decision taken lightly, but in the best interests of our children and staff whilst following 

government guidelines. This certainly made the difficult process much easier, for us all – thank you so much.  

As we draw to the end of our first half term, I would like to repeat what I have already said, many times this year that 

our children at Wellesley Park continue to amaze all of us in school. They have taken the new routines in the stride 

and have made such fantastic progress already. The high standards in pupil books are the best that they have been 

and we continue to have positive feedback from all external professionals that we work with.  

Miss James, our outdoor leader, has settled into our staff team and is building fantastic relationships with our children.   

Yesterday, we had an exciting day in school, as filming took place to create a virtual tour of school of prospective new parents in September 

2021. I am afraid to say that there were many ‘outtakes’ of my introduction – the camera does not like me!  

Remote learning  

Due to COVID-19, there may be times when pupils may need to be absent from school due to self-isolation. While pupils are spending time 

away from learning, we want to ensure they still get the opportunity to learn the same knowledge and skills that their class are receiving in 

school.  

As you know, we have already begun implementing our strategy, which includes: 

 Providing high quality tasks linked to your child’s year group curriculum (posted on class dojo)  

 Effective communication between home and school  

Therefore, we will continue to use Class Dojo to support home learning and to facilitate effective communication with families in isolation.  

I know that your children (and our staff!) may be feeling exceptionally tired after their full return to school.  Therefore, I hope that you all 

enjoy a restful half term break - keep safe and look out for each other.  

With very best wishes, 

Carly Wilkins  

22nd Oct 2020 

Attendance Data 

Attendance by class for period 05/10/20 to 16/10/20.  This will be updated fortnightly. 

 

Gruffalo  99.8%  BFG  96.9%  Galadriel 98.7%    

Kipper  99.6%  Matilda  99.2%  Thorin  98.2%   

Jasper  98.8%  Hufflepuff 98.3%  Bagheera 98.8%   

Peter Rabbit 95.1%  Gryffindor 98.8%  Akela  96.9%    

Mrs TW  100%           

          

 



Online Safety - Age Restrictions 

Do you know what age children 

need to be to access social 

media?  

 

Many parents across the country 

don't know whether their children are 

old enough to be using social 

networks. 

 

Shockingly, 1 in 5 parents think that 

there are no age requirements at all 

for social media. 

 

Some sites can be a dangerous place 

for younger children, potentially 

exposing them to bullying, 

inappropriate content or grooming. 

But they can also provide important 

support networks for younger people. 

 

For further information and advice 

visit : https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/?order=title  

 

Fortnite  

Fortnite is a popular action survival game where up to 100 players can fight each other to be the 

last one standing.  The game is rated PEGI 12 for frequent scenes of violence.  It is important to 

note that this rating only takes in to account the content of the game and not the contact 

element, where players can be exposed to swearing and offensive language from others in voice 

or on-screen text chat.  Net Aware offers top tips for keeping children safe such as turning off 

voice chat and using the parental controls.  Please use the following link for further information: 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/fortnite-battle-royale/  

Secondary School Applications for September 2021 

For all parents with children starting secondary school in September 2021, you must apply 
for your child’s school place by the deadline of 31st October 2020 if you have not done so 
already.  Please follow the link below to complete your application:  
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/starting-at-a-secondary-or-upper-
school-in-september/  

School Meals 

The has now passed for booking school meals for the first week back to school after half-term, w/c 2nd 

November.  If you have not booked a school meal for your child they will need to bring a packed lunch 

from home for the first week back. 

You are still able to make bookings for school meals for w.c 9th November onwards on ParentPay. Please note that the 

deadline for booking meals for w.c 9th November will be by the end of the day on Tuesday 3rd November.  

Midday Supervisor Vacancy 

We currently have a vacancy for a Midday Supervisor. Further details can be found on the Vacancies 

section of the school website: https://www.wellesleyparkschool.com/our-school/vacancies.htm  

  



SS&L Half Term Family Learning - Digital Skills  

Somerset Skills and Learning are running three fun, online workshops to bring children and 

their parents/ carers together this half term:  

Flipping Good Fun - Draw with Flipaclip: https://www.sslcourses.co.uk/courses/course/
flipping-good-fun-draw-with-flipaclip/ 
  
Movie Making - https://www.sslcourses.co.uk/courses/course/movie-making/ 
  
Star in your own cartoon - https://www.sslcourses.co.uk/courses/course/star-in-your-own-cartoon/ 

These workshops are free to anybody aged over 19, who lives in Somerset or BANES, and has lived in the UK for the last 
three years. 

School Council 

School Council met for the first time on Tuesday morning.  They were all 

extremely enthusiastic and had lots of great ideas.  

The first meeting was mostly about getting to know each other, as well as 

receiving their special school council certificates and badges!  

School Council will meet twice every half term - we have some exciting 

plans already!   

 

Communicating to School a Positive COVID Test Result 

If you receive a positive COVID test result over the half-term period for your child or a member of your household, please 
text or call the school mobile and leave a message giving details.  The mobile number is 07395 161339 (this phone will 

only be checked daily over the half-term period). 

Bonfire Night and Halloween Fire Safety 

Following the restrictions imposed due to COVID-19 there will be no public displays this year meaning 

increased family and private events which could potentially be added pressure on the Fire Service and 

other emergency services.  

The Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service have provided some resources in order to share 

seasonal fire safety messages, and raise children’s awareness and understanding of fire safety and 

prevention.  Please find these attached with the newsletter. 

Additional information can be found on the Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service website: http://www.dsfire.gov.uk/

YourSafety/SafetyOutdoors/Bonfirenightandfireworks.cfm?SiteCategoryId=4&T1ID=91&T2ID=422 or by visiting the 

facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/dsfireupdates/ 

  

Residentials 

Residentials for 2021 have been booked as follows: 

Year 4 Wildside, 26th - 30th April -  two day trip - £115.00.  Full payment due by 22nd March. 
 
Year 5 Kilve, 22nd - 26th March, Mon to Fri -  £250.00.  Full payment due by 8

th
 February. 

 
Year 6 Mill on the Brue, 24th - 28th May, Mon to Fri -  £316.00.  Full payment due by 19

th
 April. 

Please note these residentials are not yet on ParentPay, but details have been provided to keep parents/carers informed. 

https://www.sslcourses.co.uk/courses/course/flipping-good-fun-draw-with-flipaclip/
https://www.sslcourses.co.uk/courses/course/flipping-good-fun-draw-with-flipaclip/
https://www.sslcourses.co.uk/courses/course/movie-making/
https://www.sslcourses.co.uk/courses/course/star-in-your-own-cartoon/


Wellesley Park Wellbeing  

Message from Mrs Hartley-Criddle and Mrs Wooding 

Emotional Literacy work at WP  

Like us adults, there will always be children facing a variety of life-challenges. These challenges can detract from a child’s 

ability to engage with their learning in class and some therefore, need a bit of extra support to increase their emotional 

literacy. ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) is an initiative developed and supported by educational 

psychologists. It recognises that children learn better and are happier in school if their emotional needs are also 

addressed.  

 

We are lucky enough to have four qualified Emotional Literacy Support Assistants at WP. We have been all been trained 

by Educational Psychologists to plan and deliver programmes of support to pupils who 

are experiencing temporary or longer term additional emotional needs. The majority of 

ELSA work is delivered on an individual basis, but sometimes small group work is more 

appropriate, especially in the areas of social and friendship skills. Sessions are relaxed, 

we use a range of activities such as: games, role-play with puppets or arts and 

craft.  ELSA sessions take place either in our nurture room, or the hub - both provide a 

calm, safe space for our children to feel supported and nurtured.  

 

In our ELSA interventions we aim to provide support for a wide range of emotional 

needs: Recognising emotions, Self-esteem, Social skills, Friendship skills, Anger management and Emotion regulation and 

Loss and Bereavement  

 

How does ELSA process work?  

Children are usually referred for ELSA support by their class teacher, or our SENDCo. An agreed objective for the 

intervention is made and the ELSA’s then plan support sessions to facilitate the pupils in developing new skills and coping 

strategies that allow them to manage social and emotional demands more effectively.  

Each session lasts from 30 - 45 minutes once a week.  

 

Supporting - not fixing  

Remember, ELSAs are not there to fix children's problems. What we can do is provide emotional support. We aim to 

establish a warm, respectful relationship with a pupil and to provide a reflective space where they are able to share 

honestly their thoughts and feelings.  

 

It is important to understand that change cannot necessarily be achieved rapidly and is dependent upon the context and 

complexity of the children’s needs. For children with complex or long-term challenges it is unrealistic to expect ELSA 

intervention to resolve all their difficulties, however support will be designed to target specific aspects of a child's need and 

where needed a child may be referred on to obtained more specialised help.   

 

Wishing you a relaxing half-term - Mrs Hartley-Criddle and Mrs Wooding 



Pre-school 

This half term, we have been focusing on numbers as well as Autumn and nature.  

The children enjoyed a conker and foraging hunt, finding conkers, acorns, flowers 

and using them for art work, tough tray exploring activities and leaf pictures. 

We have also had fun doing lots of arts and crafts, including making hedgehogs. 

Free flow choice has been working well within the setting and it has given the 

children the choice to play indoors or out. 

We look forward to welcoming our children back after half term and we have lots 

of exciting learning opportunities planned for them!  

 

Reception 

We've had another busy couple of weeks in Reception, so here's a selection of the things we've been up to!  

We've explored pumpkins, acorns and took our own photos of the outside area to see if it is Autumn.  

We've learned more letter sounds and practised reading and writing them in words. We've practised sorting different 
objects into groups, including 2D shapes.  

We have learned about collage and made our own artwork.  

We've been on Bear Hunts, practised controlling tennis balls with rackets and 
bats and responded to different songs through dance! And lots, lots more...!  

 



Year 2 

Wow, we can’t believe that the first half-term is nearly over! We have had such a fantastic 7 weeks with the children they 

have all settled really well and are all working really hard.  

In maths, we have introduced addition and subtraction will be carrying this on after half term.   

In guided reading, we have finished reading Jack and the Baked Beanstalk and we having been doing lots of predictions 

and ordering of events from the story! To our surprise it was a bit different to Jack and the Beanstalk which we have been 

focussing on in English! 

In art, we have been focusing on drawing and self-portraits this term, the children have all really enjoyed drawing 

themselves and thinking about proportions!  

Thank you to you all for your continuous support during this term, we hope you all have a lovely half term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 

We have reached half term! Well done to all the children for coming 

back so well and working so hard these past 7 weeks.  

Over the last two weeks the children have been busy using the ‘part 

part whole model’ to help them add small numbers together. They 

used numicon to practically add numbers to 10 and they practised 

saying the sentence ‘_ plus _ is equal to  _’ and ‘_ is equal to _ 

plus _’ to secure the language before they wrote it as a number 

sentence.  

October is Black History Month and the children have been learning 

about Mary Seacole and why she is a significant person in history. 

The children know that Mary was born in 1805, which was a very 

long time ago in history – even before their grandparents were born! 

They learnt about Mary’s heritage and that although she offered to help soldiers because of the colour of her skin, she 

was turned away. The children thought that she was a very kind lady as she used her own money to travel across to 

Crimea and set up the ‘British Hotel’. She used herbal remedies to help heal the soldiers and helped to make sure they all 

had clean bandages and good food. The children then compared hospitals from then and now.  

Have a fantastic half term everybody – stay safe!  



Year 3 

We can’t believe how quickly this half term has gone! We have been so busy and have worked 

so hard. You should all be proud of yourselves, we are! 

This week, in English, we have planned and written our very own ‘Defeat the Monster story’ 

and have worked really hard to include adjectives, similes and expanded noun phrases. In 

science we have ended our ‘Forces and magnets’ topic by designing and making some 

magnetic games. We had fishing games, chicken mazes, racing cars and we had a lot of fun 

playing the games. 

In Maths, we have been continuing with our addition and have been adding 3 digit numbers to 

1 digit numbers, crossing the tens! We now know that if we have more than 10 ones we can 

exchange them for 1 ten.  

In History, we have been learning about 

Rosa Parks for Black History Month and 

have really enjoying finding out about 

her. We created a timeline all about the 

important dates in her life. 

 

Mrs Weston and Miss Bardle hope you 
have the most amazing half term and 
enjoy spending time together.  

Year 4 

What a brilliant half term Year 4 have had. They have 

worked so hard and have settled into the routine of school 

life exceptionally well.  

This fortnight the children have learnt how to write 

newspaper reports and have produced an excellent article 

about Katherine Johnson who worked for NASA in the 

60's, as part of our Black History month.  

We have continued to study the Romans and have found 

out about Julius Caesar as well as building Roman 

Chariots in DT.   



Year 5 

 
What a busy couple of weeks we have had in Year 5!  

In Maths, we have continued with our addition and subtraction and are nearly at 
the end of the topic. The children have practised using the column method to 
add and subtract numbers, looked at mental methods for their addition and 
subtraction and have applied their learning to a range of open-ended problems.  

We have come to the end of our English unit based around characterisation 
within Perseus and Medusa. The children have invented their own versions of 
the story, which we are sure they will have told you all about.   

In Science, we have been exploring how the moon moves around the Earth and how this moves in relation to the sun. The 
children created some fantastic models to explore this and used their models to help them write an explanation.   

Year 6  

What an amazing half-term we have had with our wonderful Year 6! The children have really settled into their new year 
group, demonstrating perseverance and determination with their learning - we have been very proud of them. 
 
In Maths, the children have been getting to grips with factors and prime numbers. In English, they have been working hard 
on their invented defeating the monster stories (including suspense) and in Guided Reading, we are continuing to enjoy 
Rooftoppers by Katherine Rundell. 
 
In Science, our topic of the Circulatory system continues. This week we also carried out an experiment about parachutes 
which the children were able to plan, evaluate and enjoy! 
 
We hope you all have a lovely break! Stay safe and have fun! 


