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Headteacher’s Comment 

Wellesley Park continues to be filled with the buzz of busy and productive learning! As COVID-19 
restrictions continue to ease across the country, you may be pondering what this means for us in school. 
At the moment, we are required by the DfE to continue with all the safety measures that are currently in 
place. We will keep you updated should any changes be made. 

Staffing update 

Mrs Jones will be gracefully retiring at the end of the school year! Pam has been an integral part of the Wellesley Park 
community for over 30 years and has played a vital role in the educational development of many, many young people. She 
is looking forward to spending more time gardening, visiting family and friends - and possibly popping back! I know that you 
will all join me in wishing Pam the very best retirement. 

We would also like to say a fond farewell to Mrs Hendzel, in Year 2, who will be leaving us at the end of the half-term. Mrs 
Hendzel has thoroughly enjoyed her time at Wellesley Park and has decided that it is time to try something new. We wish 
her the best of luck in the future. Miss Thomas has been appointed to join us on the 7th June 2021. 

Curriculum Development 

We continue to work hard behind the scenes, using evidence-based research, to further enhance and develop our 
knowledge-rich curriculum. Part of this work has included us, as staff, developing our understanding about the architecture 
of memory and brain and, in particular, the capacity of our short-term memory to process information. Long-term memory 
consists of a range of ‘webs’ that link information, also known as schemata. These are complex structures that link 
knowledge, create meaning and allow skills to be performed – that are built up over time. 

Learning is about developing those ‘webs’ (schemata) through acquiring knowledge and making connections with different 
‘webs’ schemata. However, before information enters long-term memory, it needs to be processed by the short-term 
memory. You can only hold 7 new bits of information in your short-term memory at any one time! It is not able to retain 
knowledge or develop schemata if it is overloaded i.e. if we are given too many things to think about at once. 

This half term, we have been teaching our children this learning process and how it helps them to know more and 
remember more. Please do ask them what they know about building their schemata and long term memory! 

In-School Transition 

We will continue with our school philosophy to mix classes next academic year. We have seen over the past two years, 
that this has resulted in cohorts of children who: 

 are confident with each other  

 are resilient to change 

 are supportive of each other's needs and differences 

 have wider friendship groups . 
 
 
As always, we find that the mixing of classes is managed brilliantly by the children, once they start in September. Your 
children will be asked which three friends they would be like to have in their new class and we will ensure that they have at 
least one of their chosen friends. 

21st May 2021 



Class structure for next year 

As you are aware, school funding is allocated on the number of children in school. This year our intake numbers for 
Reception are low, for the second year – this is due to a national low birth rate and is the same for all other primary schools 
in Wellington. Therefore, our 13 class structure will remain in place and we will continue to have one mixed R/YR1 class. 

Have a lovely weekend everyone and we look forward to seeing you all on Monday. 

Best wishes as always, 

Mrs Wilkins 

Headteacher 

Attendance figures for period 3rd to 14th May 

Gruffalo  97.41%  BFG  93.69%  Galadriel 98.03% 

Jasper   96.22%  Matilda  96.14%  Akela  96.86% 

Kipper   97.93%  Gryffindor 97.44%  Bagheera 95.89% 

Mrs TW  97.74%  Hufflepuff 96.21% 

Peter Rabbit  95.92%  Thorin  97.45% 

Our Wellesley Park School Value for this half-term - Integrity 

 

 

What charitable difference can you make? 

 

 

 

Why is it important to tell the truth - even if it gets you into trouble? 

Wellesley Park Primary School Facebook Page  

Have you visited and followed our school Facebook page?  We regularly post 

updates, news, events and other information.   

Please see the link to our page below and click on ‘follow’ to link our posts to your 

newsfeed. 

https://www.facebook.com/WellesleyParkPrimarySchool  

Communicating to School a Positive COVID Test Result 

If you receive a positive COVID test result for your child or a member of your household over the weekend, please text or 

call the school mobile and leave a message giving details.   

The mobile number is 07395 161339 (this phone will only be checked daily). 

https://www.facebook.com/WellesleyParkPrimarySchool


E-Safety Update 

TikTok Family Settings 

Although TikTok has an age limit of 13, we are aware - as with most social networks - that 

pupils of all ages use it and its popularity has grown hugely during the two lockdown periods in 

2020. TikTok say they've 'taken a number of steps over the past year to improve and enhance 

our teams, policies, controls, and educational resources.'  

 

They have also introduced 'Family Pairing', which allows a child's TikTok account to be linked to their parent's, giving them 

control over screen time, content and messaging. 

 

Full details can be found at: 

https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-us/tiktok-introduces-family-pairing  

Royal British Legion Centenary  

It was wonderful to see the children showing their support for the Royal 

British Legion on Friday 14th May, dressed in lots of red!   

Thank you so much for all the donations.  We raised £149.54 which will 

go towards helping veterans and service men and women in need.  

  

SEN Update from Mrs Hartley-Criddle - Deputy Headteacher and SENDCo  

 

Fidget Toys 

 

Fidget toys are not 'toys'; however, they have become commercially advertised and 

mainstream - sold cheaply via Amazon and children's toy stores. We have noticed that 

children are becoming increasingly aware of this and, like any commercial 'trending' phase, 

they are asking parents to purchase them for use in school, as they see more and more of 

their peers with them. 

 

We would like to inform parents that these small, handheld items are only actually suitable for children/adults with 

recognised/diagnosed need - such as extreme and debilitating anxiety, autism and ADHD (and only when professionals 

have recommended them) - for these people they provide a soothing, repetitive movement that helps the holder to self-

soothe, regulate and manage themselves. 

 

As humans, we all 'fiddle' with things to aid our concentration, movement is a natural occurrence - that is why we tap our 

feet, play with our hair, touch our faces and twiddle our pens - and these are all perfectly acceptable during everyday life 

and, in particular lessons. 

 

However, for children without a clinically recognised need, fiddle toys actually do the complete opposite of the intended 

action - they distract! They become the object of the child's attention, rather than their learning, consequently impacting 

negatively on pupil outcomes and success in class. 

 

Therefore, please may we politely request that you resist your child's request for these small, innocuous looking items - or 

at the very least, insist that they stay at home rather than bringing them into school. Those children for whom a small, quiet 

item may be beneficial, we are already aware of and appropriate resources are provided. 

 

Thank you for your understanding. 

https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-us/tiktok-introduces-family-pairing


National Numeracy Day 

 

On Wednesday 19th May, it was National Numeracy Day! The children in school celebrated 

this by taking part in a range of fun celebrity numeracy activities including creating rhymes 

and raps and solving a range of puzzles.  

 

Outside of school, the children have the opportunity to participate in a competition being run 

by the National Numeracy organisation, details (including the entry form) can be found on the 

Sports Update from Mr Morris - Year 6 Class Teacher and PE Coordinator  

Although it has been a tough year to be able to compete in competitive sports, I am excited to 
announce that we will be having a Sports Day this year! What a wonderful way to celebrate 
the end of the year! This will take place on Thursday 15th July; in the event of poor weather, 
the date will be Monday 19th July.   

Unfortunately, due to coronavirus restrictions in place for schools, we will be unable to allow 
spectators due to social distancing measures. All of our events will take place in year group bubbles and we will maintain 
the competitive house spirit and celebrate accordingly with lots of photos to share with you.   

We are delighted to announce that we will be enjoying another visit from the 'Sports For Schools' team. The children 
absolutely loved the visit from Isabelle Haigh last year and managed to raise over £2400 for the school. As you know, this 
money supported us in purchasing a KS2 Archery set, dodgeballs, basketballs, footballs and many other items which have 
enhanced our PE and playtime resources, across the school. A big thank you to everyone who contributed last year, the 
prizes for this will be distributed next week. The new sponsorship forms will be handed out next week and the event will 
take place on Wednesday 16th June. I am genuinely excited about this year's Athlete, but we cannot reveal who it is yet... 
but we are very excited. Please keep an eye out on dojo for the official release! 

We look forward to many more sporting events and competitions as restrictions begin to ease. 

Stay safe and stay active!  

Out of School Club 

Please can any changes to Out of School Club sessions for next half term, be emailed to the school 
mailbox: sch.393@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

The deadline for any changes is Thursday 27th May.  Children attending session 2 have their snack 
around 4:45pm each day. 

Current Vacancies 

We are currently recruiting for a Midday Supervisor to start as soon as possible.  We also have a 
Teaching Assistant vacancy for a September start.   
 
Full details can be found on the vacancies section of our website:   
www.wellesleyparkschool.com/our-school/vacancies.htm  

mailto:sch.393@educ.somerset.gov.uk


Class Dojo House Point Winners 

At the end of every week, dojo points that are awarded to the children are added 

up and the house totals are calculated for the whole school.  At the end of each 

half-term, we have a non-school uniform day as a reward for the house that 

have won the most dojos.   

The dojos have been calculated and the results are as follows: 

Apache - 1996 

Cherokee - 1972 

Sioux - 1953 

Mohican - 1822 

On Friday 28th May, children in Apache house can enjoy a non-school uniform day to celebrate, and wear an item of red 

clothing (the Apache house colour).   

 

Well done to everyone! 

Wellesley Park School Council Update from Mrs Hartley-Criddle  

The school council met again this half term, to put together a plan for moving forwards.  
Representatives from every Year 1-6 cohort were in attendance.  

Due to the lockdowns and interrupted school time that has occurred this year, we agreed that all 
Year 1-5 school council members will remain in place for the next academic year.  New Year 1 
members will be elected to fill the space created as the children move up. We all felt this was 
only fair for this year, we hope that you agree! 

The school council members were excited and positive to meet together once more, and had 
many ideas and plans to share. These include: 

 Completing a school community-wide competition for new house names, from September 

2021; 

 Completing an in-school survey of suggestions, to name our wrap-around before and after school care provision - 

which school council will collate and vote for; 

 Running a 'Fantastic Friday Tuck Shop' 3-3.30pm, after school in Summer 2.  School council members have all voted 

to be a part of this, on a rota basis; 

 We discussed the need for a school council logo and have already had one designed by the very talented James 

Redstone! Mrs Wilkins has had this professionally digitised for our use; 

 All school council members voted to start a termly newspaper from September 2021 - but due to the current Year 6s 

leaving, we have agreed to start collecting ideas and feature articles this term. 

We all agreed that as we have so much to organise, we will meet fortnightly in Summer 2. 

More information about all of these amazing events will be following shortly, but in the meantime, I would just like to say 
what a pleasure it is to meet with such a positive, mature and pro-active group of WP children!  

We hope that our school council will grow ever-more confident and will really have an impact that they can be proud of! 

PTA Father’s Day Shop 

 

The PTA will be running a Father’s Day Shop for the children during the school day, on Friday 18th 

June.  A variety of gifts will be available for the children to purchase at £2 each.   

If your child would like to buy a gift, please could they bring £2 to school on Friday 18th June.   



Forest School/Outdoor Learning Update from Miss James - Outdoor Education & Forest School Leader  

Summer is finally here!! There are just a couple reminders now the sun is out and temperatures are rising: 

 Please do check the weather forecast as we are having lots of spells of rain at the moment so children will still need 
waterproof coats as we do stay out no matter the weather! 

 Children will still need sensible clothes, sun hat (if available) and shoes for Outdoor Learning. No sandals or flip flops 
please – we do a lot of running around! 

 On Outdoor Learning and Forest School days, children might want to bring in an extra water bottle. 

 Please can sun cream be applied BEFORE your child comes to school. 
 

Outdoor Learning Highlights! 

In Year 2, we have been focusing on creating compositions using our rhythm sticks 
experimenting with tempo, dynamics and rhythm! We used our body, our voice and other 
natural sounds we could find. This week we used our imagination and created a story which 
we then composed music to retell it! We had all sorts of amazing quests and every group was 
amazing at finding different sounds to represent different characters or actions! We had a lot of 

fun sounding like dragons, unicorns and even Godzilla! 

In Year 3 this week, we braved the gale force winds and the downpours! 
We focussed on the question ‘what is soil’ so we collected different 
samples of soil around our Outdoor area and we discovered that soil can 
look different in different areas! Some of the soil had lots of little rocks in, 
some of the soil was darker and we found that it was actually compost from 
the Forest school! When we examine the samples, we also saw that there 
were lots of gaps and there was condensation so we discovered that there 
was water and gas in soil! 

Forest School Update 

We have been having lots of fun in Forest School! We have made friendship bracelets for each 
other and for our friends and family – even for a pet cat! We have done some weaving and we 
made a fantastic café in the mud kitchen although it was very expensive! Everything has come 
to life in Forest School so we have been looking at how everything has grown and we even 
looked at dandelions and had a big discussion on whether they were weeds or useful! We all 
agreed that we loved making a which when we blew on the ‘fairies’. 

We also did a great activity to explore how we can express our anger and how we can calm 

down by creating botanical prints on fabric! It was super easy, you could do it at home! All you 

have to do is pick lots of different flowers of colourful leaves, fold them in some old bedding, 

find a large stick and hit the fabric! It was a lot of fun and it was really cool to make some art 

out of the anger we felt! 

Miss James’  
In every newsletter, Miss James includes a ‘wish list’ of everyday household items that are 

needed to help make Outdoor Learning and Forest School both fun and educational!  

We are hoping that you may have these items laying around the house, or shed, collecting dust.   If you do have something 

and are willing to part with it, could you please give it to your child to bring in.  We will make sure it is quarantined and 

sanitised before other children handle it. 

This week’s wish list:  

 Top soil/compost! 

 Miss James needs help finding some new tree stumps for children to sit on so if anyone has any 
ideas – they are very welcome! 

 Buckets/storage boxes. 

 Any plastic/metal cups to drink hot chocolate out of. 



Pre-school 

This week's focus has been mini-beasts!  The children have looked for 

hidden bugs and gone on bug hunts.  We have also tried moving like 

sliding snails and fluttering like butterflies!  We have been discussing the 

life cycle of a butterfly with our word board and story, and made some 

fantastic spider pictures. 

Our letter of the week has been ‘i’, so we have been learning about 

objects that start with this letter. 

It was World Bee Day on Thursday and the children enjoyed learning 

about bees and where honey comes from. 

Outdoor learning has been muddy and wet, so lots of mud pies and 

pizza have been created! 

Reception 

In Reception, we have been measuring! We've learned about length, height and weight and have 
had a go at using the correct language to compare things. We've used tape measures to try and 
see how long or tall things are and we've also used balance scales to weigh objects as well!  

In our Talk for Writing sessions, we have loved 'Hot Seating'. Whoever sat in the hot seat had to 
take on the role of one of the characters from Goldilocks and the Three Bears and then the rest of 
the class asked them questions! It was really good fun and we enjoyed writing speech bubbles for 
the characters afterwards! 

We've talked about our favourite celebrations as a way to help us think about our own personal history and we've used Bee
-Bot to practise early programming skills. In PE, our theme has been Olympics and we have been practising different skills 
such as 
running and 

Year 1 

In Maths, the children have been looking at fractions. They began by finding halves and quarters of 

shapes before moving on to finding halves and quarters of amounts. 

In English, the children had a surprise present left in the classroom - a new pair of shoes! This 

made us think of stories that had shoes in and we began to learn a story called ‘The Elves and the 

Shoemakers’. During this text, the children have been learning to use the power of 3 to help 

describe things and also similes. We have just begun innovating our 

story this week! 

In History, the children have had great fun learning all about Neil 

Armstrong. We began by looking at a picture of him and thinking 

about questions we would like to find out.  

The children came up with some brilliant questions! Where did he 

explore? Did he explore with anyone else? Why does he have red 

and blue stripes on his arm?  

We then moved on to learning about the moon landing. We discussed 

why this was a significant event and why Neil Armstrong is 

considered a significant person.  



Year 2 

We cannot believe how quickly this half term has gone, it has truly flown by! 

In English, we have introduced our non-fiction unit of a diary recount which is linked to ‘The 
Magic Paintbrush’. Chang has shared his diary of the amazing day he had with his magic 
paintbrush with the children! 

In Maths, we have started to look at position and direction focussing on the key vocabulary 
used to describe positon, movement and turns. 

In Science, we have continued our plant topic and have been labelling different parts of a plant. 
We have also continued observing our seeds to see whether they still germinate in different 
places in the classroom, as we have learnt that they only need warmth and water to start to 
grow a root and a shoot. We are also still observing our tadpoles and hoping very soon we may 
see some frogs! 

In DT, last week the children had so much fun making their baby dragon sculptures using 

Modroc. They worked hard to layer and mould the Modroc to make the sculptures. 

Year 3 

Another two weeks has flown by in Year 3. We have been very busy constructing our volcanoes 

using papier mache and have now reached the final stages of construction. This week, we will 

paint the volcanoes and then next week, we will erupt them! We can’t wait!  

In Maths, we have begun learning about telling the time. Firstly recapping o’clock, half past, 

quarter past and quarter to and now moving on to telling the time to the nearest 5 minutes. We 

have also looked at hours, days, weeks, months and years. Keep practising telling the time at 

home! In class, we have started doing our Times Table Rock Stars booklets 4 days a week and 

already our scores and times are improving. 

In English, we have had an exciting week of planning our own Tale of Fear and then writing our 

very own ‘Best Enemies’ story. We are going to learn a new skill of editing our work to make 

improvements. 

In Science, we have been learning about how soil is formed and discovered the different layers of 

soils under the Earths crust.  

 



Year 4 
 

Year 4 are really enjoying our History topic of Anglo Saxons and we have been making 
lots of cross curriculum links. In Outdoor Learning, the children have been making forts 
and they worked really well in pairs or small groups to achieve their final products.  

In Reading, we have been looking at scripts and we have been acting out a play with 
scary, vicious Vikings and scared Monks from Lindisfarne. We have been looking at the 
features of a script and carrying out the stage directions.  

In Computing, we are looking at making a stop animation movie of the Water Cycle to link 
with our Science and Geography topics.  

We try to go on Times Tables Rockstars on a daily basis and have learnt lots of quick recall techniques to help us learn 
trickier times tables. The children also practised a 7 times table song and a months of the year song - ask them if they can 
still remember them and sing them to you at home.  

Year 5 

Year 5 have had a good couple of weeks and have settled back in to Wellesley Park and their 

usual classrooms really well.   

In English, we had come to the end of our fictional writing topic for this half term. The children 

wrote their very own portal stories, focussing on using a good opening to hook the reader. They 

then spent some time editing their stories with their partners.   

In Maths, we have been learning about decimals and percentages. We have looked at how they 

link to our fractions topic and how ‘per cent’ means out of 100. We have been looking at 

equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages and have compared and ordered these.  

In French, we have been learning about the weather. We have practised saying the different 

seasons in French and have been learning how to describe each type of weather.   

In Computing, we have been learning about the Mars Rover. We have discovered how many Mars Rovers there have been 

and how they send and receive data using sensors. We have learnt how they use binary code to send messages and have 



Year 6 

Year 6 have had a busy couple of weeks of learning and the excitement is building for Mill on the Brue next week!  

In Maths, we have completed the shape unit; the children have enjoyed explaining their knowledge of angles and visually 
representing these using a protractor. We have learnt about the different angles inside regular polygons such as: triangles, 
quadrilaterals, hexagons, pentagons and octagons. This week, we had fun learning about the different properties of 3D 
shapes and analysing physical objects to support understanding.  

In English, the children have completed their innovated flashback stories and are now working hard to complete their own 
independent versions. Our focus during this unit has been: parenthesis, characterisation of internal feelings, semicolons, 
colons and abstract nouns. Both classes have finished the book Skellig, we discussed the book in great detail and how the 
ending left us wanting more. From this, we created our own ideas for a sequel. We have watched the film to make 
comparisons between the text. 

In Science, we have enjoyed finding out about the Linnaean classification groups and how all living things are classified into 
5 kingdoms. The children particularly enjoyed creating their own classification key using their knowledge of observable 
features. We are continuing our learning about the Titanic and currently looking at the class system on board.  

Have a great weekend and get lots of rest.  


