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Headteacher’s Comment 

I cannot believe that we are at the end of the Autumn term. It has been a very busy time in school, with lots of 
learning and exciting opportunities.  

It has been wonderful seeing so many of you at the Christmas events in the build up to the Christmas period – 
only 5 more sleeps till Santa! The variety of events that the teachers and PTA have arranged for the children to 
participate in has included: nativities, carol concerts, the KS2 Panto trip, Christmas Fair, KS1 visiting Panto, 
Santa visit, Christmas shopping event and numerous Christmas parties! It was wonderful to see so many children 
showcase their hidden talents and confidence.   

I would like to take this opportunity to say a BIG thankyou to the PTA on behalf of the whole school community for their 
conscientious and continued support, fundraising throughout the school year. We appreciate the time, effort and commitment 
that this takes. We realise how lucky we are to have such a pro-active committee, working together for the benefit of our school. 

At the end of term, we will be saying good bye to: Mrs Sibley, Mrs Merritt and Mrs Almond. Both Mrs Sibley and Mrs Merritt have 
had a great impact in our school community. Their passion, care and commitment for all of the children during their years at 
Wellesley Park will never be forgotten by those of us who have had the pleasure of working with them or being taught by them. 
They will be missed and we wish them both every success for the future.  

Mrs Almond has an exciting trip to Australia planned and we wish her a safe and enjoyable trip. Miss Mcvoy has reached the 
end of her placement with us at Wellesley Park, and wish her every success as she continues with her teacher training.  

In the Spring term, we warmly welcome two trainee teachers, Miss Spencer and Miss Needs who will complete their second 
school placement with us. Our trainee teachers offer fresh approaches to teaching and learning allowing others within school to 
benefit as well as providing additional adult support. We will also be welcoming Mr Steve Coombes and Mrs Paula Carpenter, 
who will be teaching Year 3. They have already spent time in school and feel part of our school community.  

I wish you all a very happy and safe Christmas and a prosperous 2020. We look forward to welcoming you all back on Monday 
6th January 2020.  

Dates for your Diary - First Week Back 

06/01/20 - Children return to school 

07/01/20 - BFG weekly Forest School starts 

07/01/20 - Year 4 meeting for parents re 

Wildside Residential, 3.15-3.30pm in School Hall 

08/09/20 - Matilda weekly Forest School starts 

08/01/20 - KS1 Fizz Pop Science assembly 

09/01/20 - Hufflepuff weekly Forest School starts 

10/01/20 - Gryffindor weekly Forest School starts 

10/01/20 - Sioux house non-school uniform day 

Wellesley Park is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of the children and expects all staff to share this commitment 

20th December 2019 

Attendance Data 

Attendance by class for the period 02/12/2019 to 13/12/19.  These will be updated fortnightly. 

Elmer  90.3%   BFG  97%  Akela  96.1%  

Gruffalo  94.4%   Matilda  97.7%  Bagheera 96.8% 

Jasper  95.6%   Gryffindor 96.3% 

Kipper  96.9%   Hufflepuff 97.7% 

Mrs Tiggywinkle 96.4%   Thorin   96.2% 

Peter Rabbit 97%   Galadriel 96.8% 

Reminders for the New Year 

 Please ensure that your child has the correct uniform and PE kit for 
the start of term. 

 Year 3 & 4 Forest School afternoons start the first week back – please 
see separate letter.  

 Extra-curricular clubs will start the second week back. 

 Year 5 Swimming will commence on the second week back. 

 Please ensure that your children are in school by 8:55 for registration. 
Spring term clubs will begin on the second week back.  

 The deadline for ordering hot school meals for the first week back has 
passed.  If you have not booked a hot school meal for your child they 
will need to be provided with a packed lunch on their return to school. 



Blue Peter Music Badge 
 
Children can now get their hands on the incredible looking Blue Peter music badge, 
designed by the one and only music-sensation Ed Sheeran. 
  
To earn the badge, fans will need to tell Blue Peter how they enjoy making music. You could... 
 
 Try a new musical instrument. 
 Be part of a musical performance. 
 Tell BP about your favourite instrument, and why you love playing it. 
 Ask a relative or teacher about their musical memories, favourite songs, and how music inspired 

them. 
 And tell BP your top three songs, and why you love them. 

  
Further information is available at https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/joinin/bp-music-badge 
Applications have to be made by individual pupils and not via Somerset Music or the school. 

Midday Supervisor Vacancies 
 

We currently have Midday Supervisor vacancies.  Further details and the application form are available 
on the job vacancy section of our school website: 
https://www.wellesleyparkschool.com/our-school/vacancies.htm  

‘Time Out For Parents’ Workshop’ 
 
Wellesley Park is proud to be hosting 6 sessions to support parents. 
 
Family life is extremely busy and often there is no time to do anything other than react to day to day 
circumstances. 
  
The “Time-Out for Parents” course from ‘Care for Family’ offers parents an opportunity to step aside for a 
couple of hours a week, for six weeks, with like-minded parents to reflect on family life. This course will 
provide common sense, jargon-free information and ideas to help you to engage successfully with your 
children, thus improving your relationship with each other.  
  
We will cover topics such as: what being a parent is really like; different parenting styles; keeping children 
safe and building stronger families. Each session will be interactive with plenty of opportunities for open 
discussion and learning from each other. Most importantly of all, it will be a lot of fun, very sociable and 
often thought provoking! 
  
We hope that this course will be well supported, please do share this information with anybody you feel 
may find it useful - they do not have to have a child from Wellesley Park. 
 
The details of the course are: 

Venue:                                  Wellesley Park Primary School 
When:                                   Tuesday  21st January, 6:45pm (for a 7pm start) – 9pm 
Duration:            6 weeks (not half term week) 
Cost:                                     £10.00 total to cover cost of hand book 
 

For more information and to reserve a place:                             

Please contact Vivien Head on: 
Mobile: 07807798860     Email: vivien@vhead.co.uk 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/joinin/bp-music-badge
mailto:vivien@vhead.co.uk


Message from Mrs Hartley-Criddle—SENDCo and Deputy Headteacher 
 
Last week I held my second (half-termly) informal coffee morning for parents and it was lovely to meet 
with the parents who attended; we had a really friendly natter whilst sipping our coffee!  My next meeting 
is on Thursday 16th January at 9am, when I aim to discuss how we are moving forward with Inclusion at 
Wellesley Park, who is helping us with this and what our current provision looks like. I do hope that some 
of you can join me! 
 
As a parent of a child with DCD (Dyspraxia) and Autism, I know only too well how tricky Christmas can 
be.  So for any of you who may need it, here are my ‘Top 5 Tips for a Successful (and bearable) 
Christmas’.  I only wish I'd learned them all myself 10 years ago! 
 
Have a timetable for the full 2 weeks on display - with one 'nice' event for each day (no more, as it can 
become overwhelming if too much is known in advance) e.g. trip to park / family board game / visit Nanny 
etc. 
 
Only invite people to your house who your child is comfortable with and who in turn 'understand' your 
child and your family dynamics. 
 
Don't have different expectations of food/behaviour/timings/social expectations etc on the big day - it is 
absolutely okay to eat pizza if they don't like roast dinner and for them to spend time alone in their rooms, 
if they don't like visitors. Remember - pick your battles wisely! 
 
Don't build events up.  For some children anticipation and excitement = disaster! Play events down and 
avoid being too specific about timings. If getting out on time is an issue - tell them it's actually an hour 
earlier.  If visitors' arrival times cause stress - tell them the time for an hour later and show surprise when 
the visitors arrive early! 
 
Lastly, remember 'It's just a day!' Slow things down, be realistic and above all else - have fun being 
together. 
 
Best wishes to you all, keep safe and be merry! 

School Roof Works Update 
 

Due to all the recent wet weather the project is currently running behind schedule and will run in to the 
New Year.  We are hoping the weather will improve and that the works will be reaching completion 
towards the end of January.   

Lost Property 
There are still many items of clothing in the lost property boxes.  Any unclaimed non-uniform items will be 
donated to charity shops following the Christmas break.    
 



The Sun Book Tokens  
 
We are still collecting book tokens from The Sun and The Sun on Sunday, up until 18th January.   
If we can collect 3500 we can swap them for 105 books worth over £600!   
Please continue to look out for these over the Christmas break and bring any tokens to the office or Mr 
Carter on our return to school.   

Christmas Jumper Day 
 
It has been lovely to see so many of the 
children wearing their Christmas jumpers 
to school today in aid of the Save The 
Children charity.  This charity works to 
improve lives of children all around the 
world.   
 
Wellesley Park have so far raised £162 
for this very worthy cause. 
 
Thank you for your generosity, it is 
appreciated 

KS2 Christmas Carol Services 
 

We would like to say a huge thank you to all the parents that were able to come and support our Key 
Stage 2 Carol Services at the Methodist Church in Wellington. Both the Year 3/4 and Year 5/6 services 
were thoroughly enjoyed by all the children who took part (and the staff, though chocolate may be off their 
Christmas List!).   

The children displayed impeccable behaviour throughout and were a credit to our school. Parents were 
treated to beautiful voices alongside some live music performed by our budding musicians in Year 6.  
 
It was an amazing opportunity for us all to share with you and our local church the joy of Christmas. 

Parking Reminder 
Please can we remind you to be mindful of local residents and pedestrians when parking outside of the 
school.  We appreciate that space is limited, but please ensure that you do not block driveways or drop 
kerbs which causes a danger and obstruction. 

Class Dojo House Points  
 
The dojos have been counted and the results for this half-term are as follows: 
 
Cherokee - 2221 (73 children in house) - average of 30.4 points per child 
Apache - 2053 (70 children in house) - average of 29.3 points per child  
Sioux - 2221 (72 children in house) - average of 30.8 points per child 
Mohican - 2345 (79 children in house) - average of 29.7 points per child 
 
On Friday 10th January children in Sioux house can enjoy a non-school uniform day to celebrate, and 
wear an item of green clothing (the Sioux house colour).  Well done to everyone!  



Year 1 

 

We can’t believe it’s the end of the first term; where has the time gone?! The children have settled really 

well this term and have all risen to the changes of Year One.  

Over the last two weeks we have finished our English unit on ‘Little Charlie’ and it is wonderful to see the 

progress from September to December. We are excited to start our new English unit after Christmas!  

Forest School has been amazing this half term, all children have thoroughly enjoyed this time to explore, 

play and be one with nature.   

The nativity was a great success, the children loved learning the songs and picked them up really quickly. 

It was noted by many members of staff how fabulous Year One performed.  

We would like to thank you for your hard work in providing the costumes; we wouldn’t be able to put on a 

nativity if it wasn’t for you all. Lastly we would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year. See you in 2020!! 

Reception 
 
Well done to all the children for a fantastic Nativity performance! Also a massive thank you to all the 
parents for supplying costumes and bringing the children back in.  
 
Apart from a few rehearsals, the children have continued to work hard learning some new sounds and 
practising blending for writing. The children have also been looking at time in Maths. We have focused on 
routines in the day, the days of the week and understanding how long different times are e.g. minutes, 
hours, days.  
 
Another well done to all the children (and parents) in Reception for making it through the first term!  
We hope you have a fantastic break.  
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  

Pre-School  
 
The children have been enjoying some fantastic Christmas activities.  They have been busy making 
Christmas card baubles to take home - these have been beautifully decorated and covered them with lots 
of glitter!  The children also enjoyed making Santa face masks out of paper plates and cotton wool.   
 
Other festive activities have included face painting, sponge panting and Christmas tree decorating.   
We also had fun making a snow wonderland using flour, cotton wool and Happyland houses and 
characters.   
 
The children have been practising Christmas songs and talking about what they would like for Christmas 
during circle time.   
 
We wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.   



Year 3 

A fun-filled, wet and windy last week in Year 3. We started the week with the Christmas Party and 
especially enjoyed playing spy tag and then tucking into the fantastic spread of food – thank you for this. 
The children certainly didn’t go hungry!   
 
Matilda enjoyed watching a DVD and eating popcorn as their prize for filling the bottle with the most coins 
and both classes celebrated getting their Dojo awards.  
 
BFG had great fun eating a picnic with their teddies in their fantastic Christmas jumpers and the smell 
from Matilda as they cooked their pizzas was mouth-watering.  
 
We helped Mrs Wilkins by planning and carrying out a science experiment to see what the best 
substance was for melting ice quickly and safely. Whilst we really liked the idea of putting in underfloor 
heating in the playground and paths and creating a fire breathing 
lorry, we didn’t really think we had the skills, knowledge or money to 
implement these. Instead we tested rock salt, smooth sand, gritty 
sand and a mixture of salt and gritty sand.  The results and some of 
the fun we had carrying out these experiments can be seen below.     
 
Mrs Merritt and Mrs Sibley would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you for your support and kind words as we head off on our new 
adventures with grateful thanks also to Mrs Wishart and Mrs 
Gladstone-Smith for all their help and support this term too.  
 
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Year 2 
 
We can’t believe the whole of the Autumn term has already gone! We hope you enjoyed our Christmas 

play and have gone away feeling a bit festive.  

 

In English over the last 2 weeks we have innovated our Jack and the Beanstalk stories and have really 

enjoyed changing the characters and the setting of where the giant lives. Some children even had Santa 

as their character and then a Christmas tree instead of a beanstalk!  

 

In Maths we have continued learning about money and have been doing some problem solving trying to 

work out which 2 toys we could buy from the toy shop for a certain amount of money. We have been 

really lucky of this half term to have been going to Forest school and have thoroughly enjoyed our time 

with Lee, Mrs Wishart and Mrs Bladwell. 

 

All that is left to say is ‘Happy Holidays’ Year 2 children and parents. Thanks for your support this term 
and enjoy the break.  Mrs Pilling, Mrs Weston, Mrs Whittle, Mrs Woollaston, Mrs Bladwell and Mrs Jones.  



Year 4 
 
Year 4 have been so busy over the last few weeks. We 
spent a lot of time practising for the Year 3/4 nativity 
carol concert and the children that attended sang 
beautifully and put us all in the Christmas spirit. We have 
been carrying out science experiments testing the fastest 
and most practical way to melt ice, in case the weather 
becomes colder.  
 
We are looking forward to our Forest School sessions 
starting when we return in the New Year with Hufflepuff 
being on Thursday afternoons and Gryffindor being on 
Fridays. Thermal layers, waterproof clothes, sensible 
warm shoes, gloves and scarves would all make  great 
Christmas presents. 
 
Finally, a quick reminder that there is a meeting, the first week back, on Tuesday 7th straight after school 
to discuss the Wildside residential in April.  
 
Enjoy your Christmas and New Year and we look forward to seeing you all in the New Year. 

Year 5 

 

We've had a busy 2 weeks. The children practised really hard for the Year 5/6 Carol Concert at the 
Baptist church and were a real credit to the school. Thank you to parents who attended the church.   

The children really enjoyed the Pantomime at Weston-Super-Mare, their behaviour was exemplary and 
other members of staff commented on their positive attitudes and super manners. 

We've completed our Talk for Writing unit in English, the children have written some superb Tale of 
Warning stories - we'll put some of these on Class Dojo for you to read.  After Christmas we will be 
focusing on writing a tale of fear. 

We are sending home some homework to do if your child has some spare time but we appreciate that 
Christmas is a busy time so if they are unable to do it that's fine. 

Thank you for your continuing support, we wish you a very Happy Christmas - see you in the New Year. 

 

 

 



Year 6 
 
What an exciting run-up to the Christmas holidays Year 6 have 
had!  The children have shown great determination and resilience 
during an excellent two weeks of learning, striving to continue to 
produce their best work at all times.  We are eagerly rushing to 
finish the book Rooftoppers; the children have loved dissecting and 
understanding the variety of vocabulary used in it.  
 
We have now completed our learning about Sir Francis Drake and 
Charles Darwin.  We are looking forward to sharing our wonderful 
new displays after Christmas,  highlighting the fantastic work the 
children have created during this fascinating topic.  After Christmas 
we will be starting a new exciting Topic extending further the 
children's historical knowledge.  
 
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed both our Christmas Carol Service 
and our class parties, it was lovely to see such a great selection of 
food for the children to share - thank you to everyone who 
supported this.  
 
We will not be giving homework over the holidays however, we 
would like to encourage you to listen to your child read and discuss their books with them. Have a 
wonderful Christmas break; see you in the New Year!  


