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Headteacher’s Comment 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I write this newsletter to you, from my office at school, reflecting on the surreal experience of becoming a fully 

virtual school. Around the country, we all hear of extraordinary things that are being done by groups to help ease 

isolation, aid the incredible effort of the NHS and generally keep our spirits high in these unprecedented times. 

Despite our current state as a remote virtual school, Wellesley Park continues to be a vibrant, caring and happy 

community. Home learning continues to be positively received and you will be interested to know that last week 

89% of our families were engaged in home learning, whether that be tasks set by teachers or your own amazing 

and wonderful accomplishments. As of next week, each class teacher will continue to present our ‘Super Student’ 

certificates, as we would in our celebration assemblies. These will be announced each Friday, via Class Dojo.  

We will continue with our fortnightly newsletter, as this provides a wonderful platform to share all your amazing work and photos. I 

know that it has certainly helped to keep spirits high for staff, as we care deeply for your children and have enjoyed seeing their 

photos of happy and safe learning at home.  

Communication between home and school is still a vital feature of our day-to-day work. Staff will continue to contact families 

throughout this time of school closure. We have heard that parents, children and staff have all benefitted from this. Over the next 

few weeks, you will receive a parent survey, for your year group, which we were we had planned to complete during parents 

evening. Your responses are crucial and valued, as these will help to form our school development plan for the next academic 

year. I appreciate that you are all very busy during this difficult time, however the more response we receive the truer picture we 

have. Thank you in advance for your time.  

The unknown nature of the next few weeks, or months, has caused a huge ripple through the whole of our society. However, 

please be assured that as soon as we can, the gates to our school will swing wide open, allowing us to happily welcome your 

children once more. 

Again, I cannot emphasise enough, how extremely grateful we are for all of the support we have received so far - from our whole 

school community. It is through these exceptional times that we truly experience the strength and value of our Wellesley Park 

community spirit: this is something we need to cherish and hold dear.  

As always: Stay well, stay positive, stay safe and do please keep in touch. 

With very best wishes, 

 
Carly Wilkins 

Wellesley Park is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of the children and expects all staff to share this commitment 

1st May 2020 

Safeguarding 

Online safety information to support parents and carers  

This is a time when children might be spending more time online than before, which is not 
necessarily bad - there are so many positive, useful and educational resources out there. However, not everything is good 
and the 'association of adult and child online safety specialists' website has lots of useful information on it to help support 
parents and carers in helping their children, including information on how to moderate YouTube: http://aacoss.org/

Support is always available 

We appreciate that some families are struggling during this time. We have built excellent working relationships with 
outside agencies over a long period of time and we discretely signpost families to their services. If we can help you in any 

way please dojo your child’s teacher, email the school mail box sch.393@educ.somerset.gov.uk or telephone us.  

http://aacoss.org/parents/
mailto:sch.393@educ.somerset.gov.uk


Message from Mrs Wooding - Pastoral Support Lead 

Hello Everybody!   

It would have been great to have been able to say: ‘Hello, nice to meet you!’ in person but until this is 

possible, I thought I would introduce myself to you all, via the school newsletter.  

I have recently been appointed as the ‘Pastoral Support Lead’ for Wellesley Park Primary School and 
I’m so excited to be joining the brilliant WP community. On my recent visits (before lockdown), I was 
blown away by the welcoming, friendly and happy atmosphere that was obvious amongst the students, 
staff and families. I knew then, that this was definitely a school in which I’d love to work! 

I would like to tell you a little about myself and my background:  

 I live with my husband, two daughters, dog (Marge) and cat (Vince) - the latter two, both very important members of our 

family!  

 I live just outside Taunton and I have been working for The Castle School in Taunton, as a teaching assistant in the 

SEND department, for about four years.  

 Prior to this I was a stay at home Mum and before this, I worked at the BBC creating films with pupils from primary 

schools all over the country! It was this fantastic experience that led me to want to work within education – so 

becoming part of the WP team, really is a dream come true! 

 

My role at WP will be to provide pastoral support across the school, where needed. I will work to support teachers, as well 

as supporting small groups/individual children alongside their families/carers.  

In the meantime, until things return to some kind of ‘normal’ – whatever that may look like – I am ensuring that I get to know 

the Wellesley Park team, working in close liaison with Mrs. Hartley-Criddle, to plan intervention activities and support for 

future use in school. 

I cannot wait to meet you all properly face to face but until then, I send my very warmest wishes to you all. 

Please all stay as safe, healthy and as positive as possible. 

Message from Mrs Hartley-Criddle - Deputy Headteacher and SENDCo 

Thank you to everybody who has been replying to my SENDCO Check-Ins - it has been brilliant to hear from so many 
people. Next week's Check-In will include a parent questionnaire and I would be extremely grateful for all responses, as 
this will form the basis of my SEND 'Plan of Action' for the next academic year. 
 
I have put onto our school Twitter feed - as well as the school Class Dojo main page - lots of great sites and resources for 
well-being and SEND support; do have a look at these if you haven't already. 
 
In the meantime, I am excited to already be working alongside Mary Wooding (our new Pastoral lead) and our plans for 
moving the pastoral provision forward at WP are very exciting! 
 
As always, please do look after yourselves and each other. 
 
I am really missing you and your children! 

Wellesley Park Wellbeing  

Mental Health Resources 
 
We have come across this link below, which was produced by the NHS in relation to Mental Health First Aid Training. 

There are some great videos and some extremely useful tips and training materials which you can access free of charge: 

https://improvement.nhs.uk/resources/mental-health-first-aid/  

The charity, Young Minds, has published some excellent advice for parents on how to support your child if they are feeling 

anxious about the Coronavirus: https://youngminds.org.uk/media/3702/how-to-support-your-child_corona.pdf 

  

https://youngminds.org.uk/media/3702/how-to-support-your-child_corona.pdf


Positive Behaviour Policy 
 
The Positive Behaviour Policy has had a small update to ensure that it continues to be a statutory 
policy. This can be found in the Policies section of the school website. 

Free School Meals Entitlement 
 

We appreciate that many of our families are struggling financially at this time. Therefore, if your situation has recently 

changed and you find yourself in a position where you may be relying on Government support for the first time, we would 

like to get one of these vouchers to you via email as soon as the Government acknowledges your entitlement. 

Somerset County Council have recently increased the speed of the application process and requests should now be 

applied directly through the website. This is the hyperlink to take you to the application process: https://

www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/free-school-meals/  

 

The criteria for entitlement as listed on the Somerset County Council website includes only the benefits listed here – and 

no other benefits: 

 Universal Credit with an annual household income of less than £7,400 after tax.  

 Income Support (IS). 

 If you have recently become unemployed, but are still receiving Working Tax Credits, you may be entitled to free 

school meals. 

 Employment and Support Allowance (Income related) – not Contribution related.  

 Income-based Job Seekers Allowance (IBJSA) – not Contribution based. · Guaranteed Element of State Pension 

Credit.  

 Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.  

 Child Tax Credit with an annual taxable income (as assessed by HMRC) of less than £16,190, as long as the family is 

not also in receipt of Working Tax Credit.  

 

We hope that this information is helpful for you and that we can provide more assistance to those families who require it at 

this time of need.  

Class Dojos 
 
As we continue to stay at home and stay safe we are very grateful that we can still 
communicate easily and openly via Class Dojo. Just to make you aware that last 
week, as a school, we sent over 2800 messages between staff and parents and 
shared over 1300 photos and videos of all the amazing home learning that is being 
undertaken!  

The teachers have been rewarding class dojos for work completed to an 
outstanding level, or for extra work or activities that have been sent to them. As 
always, we like to report Dojo points to you within our school houses and we are 
pleased to report that Sioux are this week’s fortnightly winners. They are welcome to 
dress in their house colours (or school uniform as it is a mufti day) on Friday to 
celebrate their win!   

Well done everybody and keep up the amazing work. A huge thank you to all the 
staff and parents for keeping our community thriving and our children happy.  

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/free-school-meals/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/free-school-meals/


Times Tables Rock Stars 
 
A big thank you to everyone logging onto Times Tables Rock Stars and practising 
their times tables.  

This week, battles have been raging between the different classes and I am 
pleased to say that the winners are: Mrs Tiggywinkle for Year 2; BFG for Year 3; 
Gryffindor for Year 4; Thorin for Year 5 and Bagheera for Year 6.  

The most valuable player certificates will be sent to the top three scores per 
class, so look out for those via Class Dojo messages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The leader board for the fastest player in the school has been changing week on week. Sadly, I (Mrs Harris) have gone 
down from 2nd to 4th! I was trying to claim the number 1 spot, but two new entries this week stormed into 1st and 2nd 
place- Milly and George, both from Year 6! Well done - you beat the teacher!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Milly on taking the top spot. Who will be there next week? 
 
Keep up the good work everyone. 
 
 



Pre-School 
 
We hope everyone is well and that you took pleasure in reading your child’s summary 
report.   
 
We have received many wonderful pictures of your children at home - it’s great to see all 
the different activities they have been enjoying.  We have also been sharing lots of ideas 
via email and our Facebook page.  
 
We are excited to be putting together a Wellesley Park Pre-School staff video to share 
with our children and parents soon - watch this space! 
 
Please do get in touch if you have any questions, concerns or thoughts you wish to 
share, by emailing school or through our Facebook page - “Wellesley Park Pre-School 
Parents Community”.  
 
Stay safe and well. 

Reception 

We've had another busy few weeks in Reception! Lots of the children have continued with their 
learning at home - including bug hunts, writing, making their own drum kits, playing music, planting 
vegetables, as well as lots of arts and crafts.  

The children have also been completing the learning that Mr Carter and I have suggested on Class 
Dojo. The children have particularly enjoyed following the 'Supertato' maths activities. We've had 
traps set for the evil pea, printing patterns, exploring shapes and lots more!   

We have really loved seeing our children enjoy these activities! Thank you to all our parents/
carers who are sending in wonderful photos and videos. Stay safe everyone!  



Year 1 

Where is the time going?! We are still so impressed with everyone’s support and effort 
and have been delighted to see all the home learning that is being completed in Year 

One. We have been setting Talk 4 Writing activities in English, all about Sidney the 
Spider. This has involved many tasks including: editing punctuation; linking it to the 
rhyme Incy Wincy Spider and even prepositions.  

For Maths, we have been consolidating place value within 50. It has been great to see 
the children getting stuck into the bigger numbers and we have been really pleased with 
the use of practical equipment to help visualise numbers!  

In Phonics, we have carried on recapping some of the sounds that have been taught and looking 
at their alternatives. We have also seen some fantastic results on the spelling quizzes each Friday!  

Last week, we were exploring continents and oceans of the world and were amazed with how 
much the children had remembered! We challenged them with a research task, where they had to 
research the answers to lots of questions, linking to all the continents and oceans. They even 
created their own world maps towards the end of the week! 

This week, we have been focussing on Science and the seasons. We have set the children off on 
a challenge to study the four seasons and create a project showcasing their 
learning, which could be their own information poster or a creative arty project. We 
are looking forward to seeing the final results next week!  

Alongside the work we have been setting, it’s great to see the other things that you 
have all been up to. We hope you are enjoying our story telling of Matilda. It has 
been lovely speaking to you all and we thank you for your support; you really have 
been amazing!  

Year 2 

Year 2 have come back from the Easter break full of enthusiasm 
for the next term of Home Learning! There has been a full range 

of activities with lots of child-led learning taking place, which we 
are proud of.  

For English, the activities have be based on the Ancient Greek 
story of Pandora’s Box. The children have designed some 
beautiful boxes, ready to make this week, as well as working on 
comprehension skills, vocabulary and punctuation. They were 
also given the task to draw Zeus – Ryleigh had the ingenious idea 
of dressing up as him!  

For Maths, the children have continued with their fraction work, which has at times proved a 
challenge, but many have practised these skills through other areas of home learning, such as 
baking scrummy cakes!  

There has also been lots of topic related activities, including: research on Florence Nightingale; 
animal habitats and making happiness jars. It has been a joy to see so many of our children 
taking the initiative to create their own learning topics as well.  

Keep up the good work everyone! 



Year 3 

Two weeks into the Summer term and what beautiful weather we’ve had! This has given many of 
you the opportunity to spend time in your garden, helping to plant seeds and dig up weeds. We 
have many green fingered children amongst us!  
 
Mr M and Miss Carpenter are really impressed with how well your bean plants are growing and 
what great care you are taking of them. Unfortunately, Miss Carpenter cannot say the same as 

her own green bean has yet to grow!  
 
For Maths we have focussed on our measurement skills. The children 
have consolidated their knowledge to show equivalent lengths in mm, 
cm and metres - by measuring items within their home.  
 
For English, the children have started to study the text ‘The Truth 
about Trolls’ and are already producing some brilliant pieces of written 
work, using adjectives and adverbs.  
 
The children have enjoyed learning about the Ancient Egyptians and 
have produced some wonderful, creative pieces of work. We have lots 
of exciting lessons planned, for our new topic - the Ancient Greeks.  
 
We have been learning about volcanoes and will be exploring how 
they are different to other mountains, where they are located and why 
they happen. As a project we would like our children to create their very 
own 3D volcano.   
 
Mr M and Miss Carpenter would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued 
support. You are doing a tremendous job as home teachers!  

Year 4 

We have been so impressed with all the wonderful home learning during the past few 
weeks. Not only are the children working hard at the tasks we have set for them, but they 
have also been creative, cooking, helping with DIY and even decorating their homes in 
rainbow colours which we’re sure is putting a smile on everyone’s face as they walk pass!  

We especially loved everyone's Water Cycle project, creating a model/poster/artwork to 
depict the process - the results have shown us how unique and creative you all are.  

Thank you to everyone for 
your hard work and 
support – we know it is not 
easy but you are all doing 
a fantastic job!  

 



Year 5 
 
Year 5 have had such an amazing 2 weeks - the work they have produced has been staggering!  Many of you have 
completed the learning we have provided and some have created their own projects including: guinea pig runs; cake 
baking; gardening and dying hair rainbow colours, to name but a few!  The children have all remained positive about their 
work and have asked questions when needed.   

On class do-jo Mrs Doidge is continuing to read Wonder and Miss Davis, Percy Jackson. 

The children have been busy learning about decimals whilst for English we have continued with our Talk 4 Writing with a 
focus on descriptive language as well as planning our stories for next week! 

We have just started to learn about The Tudors - the children have created some fantastic time lines. 

Again, a big thank you to all the children and parents for everything they are doing.   

Stay safe. 

Year 6 
 
Year 6 have had an amazing start to the new term and we really appreciate all of the 
hard-work that is going into home learning.  

 
It has been a pleasure to see that the children are excited to 
start our new science project - we have had a sneak peak of 
some work already!  
 
Thank you for sharing videos and photos of various other 
activities such as: gardening, ramp building, BBQ's and baking. 
It is great that many of the children have now set up their 
portfolios which hopefully makes it much easier to upload work; 
this also allows us to comment on the individual pieces and 
award dojos for fantastic learning.  

 

 

 


