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Headteacher’s Comment 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

It has been a very busy few weeks, with a huge amount of learning going on in each classroom. I have been so 

impressed with the language, vocabulary choices and retrieval of prior learning as well as the high standards of 

work produced.  

Last Friday, we had a Trust Curriculum review led by Sarah Watson and Fran Gormley. The aim was to review the 

implementation of our Wellesley Park curriculum, considering how we can further enhance pupils learning, 

experiences and outcomes.  

Sarah and Fran were very impressed with the improvements that we have made to our curriculum and the high-

quality education that was evident in both classrooms and pupil books. This is a testament to the hard work of staff 

– ensuring that every child achieves, participates and has that special sense of belonging at our fantastic school.    

Celebration of achievements to date include:  

• Enormous work and progress has been made in developing our curriculum and sequencing to ensure progression through the 

school. Long term plans are in place (Curriculum maps) these are detailed, thoughtful, sequenced and in line with national 

curriculum. 

• Robust systems in place for monitoring that the curriculum has been delivered. 

• Documentation is clear, consistent, high quality, well considered. Long term plans, KO, VIPERs etc. 

• Structure/timetable for the day evident in all rooms, and progress through the lessons tracked for the pupils. 

• Plans are exemplary in that they include the prior knowledge, current knowledge, review questions, resourcing, detail individuals to 

target in the lessons. 

• Consistency in lessons – WALT, vocab teaching very strong in all lessons – T4W actions and meanings. 

• Behaviour without exception was very good. Atmosphere purposeful, calm and orderly. 

• DOJOS awarded consistently. 

• Pupils able to talk with confidence about the lessons I had been in, and were able to use the technical terms/vocab being taught in 

the lessons. 

• Clear explanations/modelling of how to approach the activity and why they were doing it. Effective modelling for the pupils, whilst 

also developing skills they can apply to other contexts. 

• Children very respectful of each other. Strong element in their feedback about how much they value friendships. 

• Zones of regulation evident in lessons, helps to empower children so that they understand how they are feeling. 

Staffing update 

After seven years of commitment at Wellesley Park Primary School, Mrs Abi Foot has decided to leave teaching to pursue other 

commitments outside of the profession. We are sad to see Mrs Foot leave but support her in this decision and wish her the very best of 

luck in the future. We are delighted to inform you that just before half term, we appointed Mrs Victoria Brown to work with Miss Winsor for 

the remainder of this academic year. Mrs Brown will start working alongside Mrs Foot and Miss Winsor in the next few weeks to ensure a 

smooth transition for Kipper class.  

Christmas arrangements  

We have been busy planning for our Christmas activities and productions and have begun to pencil in dates. The way in which these 

arrangements happen will all be dependent on PHE Covid restrictions. Please bear with us as we make the necessary safe plans to 

make this a memorable experience for you and your children.  

Best wishes 

Mrs Wilkins 

19th Nov 2021 



Extra-Curricular Clubs 
 
As you will be aware, all extra-curricular clubs are currently suspended until 30th November, due to schools’ amber status.  
It is unknown whether this will change before the end of the year.  It has therefore been decided that extra-curricular clubs  
will not resume until we return to school in the Spring Term.  As clubs only ran for 2 weeks this term, the registers will 
remain the same for the Spring Term.  If your child no longer wishes to continue with the club, please let the school office 
know as soon as possible.   
 
Spring Term clubs will start the week commencing 10th January (the second week back).   Money received for the Outdoor 
Nature Club will be carried forward as a contribution towards the Spring Term payment.     
 
Please contact the school office if you have any queries.  

Royal British Legion 2021 Service of Remembrance  

We would like to say a huge thank you to Sophie and Mrs Whittle for laying 
a wreath on behalf of the school, in Wellington Park on Remembrance 
Sunday.  

The service was beautiful and Sophie did a fantastic job representing the 
school.  

We would also like to thank everyone who donated towards the Poppy 
Appeal.  All money collected has now been passed to the Royal British 
Legion who will soon let us know how much we raised.   

Online Safety 

Last year, around one in five people aged 10-15 in England and Wales admitted 
experiencing online bullying: most commonly being insulted or sworn at, or having hurtful 
messages sent about them.  

To someone who is being bullied, the world can seem like a bleak, negative place - but 
just one kind word can be a ray of hope: a turning point that brightens their day and 
refreshes their perspective. That's why 'One Kind Word' is the theme of Anti-Bullying Week 2021.  

We're supporting this year's event by bringing you ten top tips for beating online bullying by replacing it with 
kindness.  Please find this posted on Class Dojo.   

Mr Hakes’ Marathon Success 

A huge well done to Mr Hakes who completed his first full marathon at Exeter Quay, in a time of 3 hours 
and 31 minutes.  Participation fees have gone towards supporting the work of the Exeter City Community 
Trust. 

Mr Hakes immediately said “never again!” after crossing the finish line - although he is now planning his 
next one!!!  

 

COVID Negative PCR Results 

If your child has been absent from school and has had a PCR test, please can we 

remind you to inform the school office of the negative result, before or on the day that 

your child returns to school.   

Our Wellesley Park School Value for this half-term - Responsibility 

 

 

 

 



Message from Miss James - Outdoor Education and Forest School Leader 

Update on our specialist 'Forest School' provision for: SEMH / Social 

Communication / Motor Skills & Emotional Regulation and our fabulous 

'Outdoor Learning for All' 
 
Outdoor Learning Highlights 
 

This week, we have really felt the winter chill! 

REMINDER! 

It is imperative that all children bring in their waterproof coats and appropriate, waterproof 

shoes as well as warm layers as the weather is getting a lot colder and wetter. Unless it is 

extreme weather – we will stay outside for the whole two hour session! 

In Year 3, we have been studying different lines and colours we can find in nature, during 

Autumn. We have focused on sketching all of the different aspects of a leaf such as the jagged 

edge, the stem and the veins. We then focused on the different colours in just one leaf and used 

water colours to mix and show these. Everyone worked really hard and we made an art gallery 

to show off our amazing paintings! 

In Reception, we have been investigators – we had to investigate the changes between Autumn 

and Winter! We went on a really long walk around the school grounds to find different clues 

about what is changing around us! We noticed that  a lot of trees are looking 

bare now, the weather is colder so we need our coats, there are lots of clouds 

in the key and the grass is wet a lot more! We then practiced the different 

sounds in the word winter and used our magic fingers to draw the letters.  We 

also decorated banners!  

Outdoor Learning (OL) sessions will take place each week as follows: 

 
 

Forest School Update 

We have been busy making all sorts of things in Forest School!  

We have created magical wands and we have made up our own 
spells – Miss James got turned into a frog several times! It took a 
lot of resilience, concentration and team work to wrap the wool 
around and tie knots. Some of us have also create leaf necklaces 
which were really tricky but by perseverance, we got there in the 
end!  

We have created leaf puppets, built obstacle courses and have 
worked as a team to create an amazing den! We have loved 
creating lots of inventive dishes in the mud kitchen and used 
golden yellow leaves as money to pay for hot chocolates, leaf 
burgers and mud pancakes!  

 

 

Day Morning - OL Afternoon 

Monday Year 4 Reception - OL 

Tuesday Year 5 Year 6 - OL 

Wednesday Year 2 Forest School 

Thursday Year 3 - 

Friday Year 1 Forest School 



Miss James’  

In every newsletter, Miss James includes a ‘wish list’ of everyday household items that are needed to help make Outdoor 

Learning and Forest School both fun and educational!  

We are hopeful that you may have these items laying around the house, or shed, collecting dust.   If you do have something 

and are willing to part with it, could you please donate it to the school?!  If you could give it to your child to bring in, I will 

make sure it is quarantined and sanitised before other children handle it. 

Thank you so much for all of the donations we have received so far – they are very appreciated and well used! 

This week’s wish list:  

• Old gardening trowels, gardening gloves - child friendly gardening tools 

• Watering cans 

• Old ground sheets/tarpaulin 

Thank you everyone!  

Pre-school 

The children have continued learning about colours, linking this in with the stories of Elmer the 
Elephant.   

We have enjoyed getting ready for Christmas by making paperchains and angels - these will go 
on our Advent display board for 1st December. 

The children have also been enjoying a number of nursery rhymes including Five Little Speckled 
Frogs, and 5 Little Men in a Flying Saucer.  The children had the fantastic idea of using the tyres outside as their flying 
saucers!  

We have worked hard on our pencil control, along with other activities to strengthen our fine motor skills.   

Today, we are supporting Children In Need by having a pyjama day!  Thank you for all your donations to this worthy cause.   

 

 

Reception 

The children in Reception Class have had another busy week!  
 
We have started to write our own innovated version of The Enormous Turnip, ours is 
called The Huge Potato!  The children enjoyed looking at lots of different vegetables and 
next week we are going to be making soup. 
 
As part of our Internet Safety, we discussed what online and offline means.  We've done 
handprints as part of Anti-Bullying week; the children all came up with some lovely ways 
to be kind to each other.  
 
In Maths, we've used five frames, to add numbers to make 5 and 
learnt the sounds j, v and w. The children are progressing well 
with their reading and writing.   
 
Thank you for all the lovely comments about their progress in 
reading record books. 



Year 1 

Over the last few weeks, the children have been super busy learning all 

about subtraction in Maths! They have used part, part, whole models to help 

them find parts of a number and then moved on to drawing their own pictures 

to help them solve a take away number sentence. 

We have continued to learn new graphemes in Phonics, and this week the 

children were introduced to the split a-e digraph! They did phenomenally well 

at reading and writing words containing this sound. 

In English, the children have innovated the Estate Agent text and have been 

persuading others to buy different places to live including a treehouse and an 

underground bunker!  

The children carried out a Science experiment on materials to determine 

which material would make the best roof. The classes came up with a 

prediction and then the children worked together to build Lego houses 

(without roofs). We then attached cardboard, paper, plastic, fabric, brick or 

glass and poured water over the top to test to see if it was waterproof.  

Year 2 

Wow, the weeks are flying by in the second Autumn term! As always, the children 

are working extremely hard and showing lots of great resilience - one of our 

Wellesley Park values.  

In English, we have been learning the structure of writing an apology letter. The 

children did some great innovates of writing an apology letter of their innovated 

story of Jack and the Beanstalk. This week, Mrs White accidentally split water all 

over Mrs Murphy and the children are helping Mrs White to write an apology letter 

to Mrs Murphy to say sorry, as she felt awful for getting Mrs Murphy soaked!!  

In Maths, the children have been doing some fantastic learning with their addition 

and subtraction. We have been looking at adding and subtracting when crossing tens. The children have been working 

really hard this week on exchanging a ten for ten ones to help them work out subtraction number sentences when we don’t 

have enough ones!  

In Geography this term, we have been learning map skills and the last few lessons we have been looking at how to use a 

compass and looking at different atlases. In Science, we have been looking at different lifecycles and the children all got to 

choose an animal to draw their life cycle. We then moved onto understanding how humans grow.  

We are super excited for our trip to watch Shrek the Musical next week!  

 

 

 

 



Year 3 

This week in Year 3, we have started our Multiplication and Division Unit. We began by looking at what it means to group 
things equally and how this links to multiplication. The children then explored how arrays can help us with multiplication and 
then using multi-link cubes they tested grouping different numbers equally. 
 
In Science, we have been enjoying our new unit on Light and Shadows. The children have looked at what a light source is 
and that we need light to see. We then discussed what ‘reflective’ means and the children did an investigation to find out 
which materials were reflective.  
 
In DT, we are learning how to weave.  We started by having a look at what weaving is, how it can be done and what can be 
made from it. The children then had a go at the technique of paper weaving using strips of coloured paper. They really 
enjoyed this and produced amazing creations.  
 
Last week, we started our circular weaving project. The children used yarn and CD's to start making a dream catcher for 
their bedrooms. We found that this was much trickier and very fiddly, and we had to think about our school values of 
perseverance and resilience. We look forward to continuing with these.  

 

Year 4 

The children have been enjoying the broad range of challenges set for them 

in class during the last couple of weeks.  They are remaining very versatile in 

their learning and trying hard in everything from producing sounds on 

clarinets and boom whackers, saying the alphabet in French and learning 

about the classical period of Ancient Greece. 

Over the last few weeks, in English, the pupils have been exploring how 

newspaper articles are put together and practising answering the 5 W ’s 

(What, Where, When, Why and Who) in an article so that a reader simply 

cannot put it down.  We hope to share some of these articles with you very 

soon on Class Dojo and our school website, so that you can discover the 

story of the chicken that got in to our library.  Luckily, the cheeky chicken 

didn’t get too chirpy about the chapters read (sorry alliteration on the brain) and the library is now back to being a calm, 

quiet place for children to select their next exciting read.  

On that note, we are encouraging the children to share the books they have chosen with you at home.  They should be 

reading for at least 20 minutes, 4 times a week.  We appreciate that evenings can be a busy time for you, so please ask 

them to tell you what they are reading and then listen to them as much as you can. 

In Maths, we are just completing our learning of measurement involving length and perimeter. They should be able to tell 

you what a perimeter is and they can hopefully impress you by finding the perimeter of 2d shapes you have at home. Next, 

we will be looking at multiplication and division so keep on practising their times tables in the car, on the walk to school or 

on Times Table Rockstars. 

Keep up the great work Year 4!  



Year 5 

We have had a great few weeks in Year 5, where we have been 
working incredibly hard in all our subjects. 
  
In Maths, we have started our multiplication and division unit and the 
children have really got to grips with factors. We are looking forward 
to understanding square numbers. 
  
In English, we are continuing with our explanation texts and children 
will be innovating their own this week, ready for their hot write next 
week. We are really impressed with their use of causal conjunctions 
and fronted adverbials.  
  
In Science, we have been conducting lot's experiments to explore and deepen our understanding of forces. We have 
experimented with different materials on what is best to make a parachute and creating our own levers. The children have 
loved it! 
  
We still have a few weeks left of swimming and it has been fantastic watching the children grow in confidence week by 
week!   

Year 6 

We have had an exceptional couple of weeks in Year 6. Last week, we had a visit from Space 
Odyssey. During this visit, we enjoyed a planetarium experience to introduce our Evolution Science 
topic with a focus on Darwin and the creation of Earth. The children had lots of interesting questions 
and were surprised by how much DNA humans share with bananas (50%)!  
 
In Maths, we are continuing with our work on fractions and understanding how to multiply and divide 
them - the children have shown resilience and determination in this challenging area. In English, we 
are unpicking the key features of persuasive writing with a focus on flattery and hyperbole. It would 
be great to ask your children to share some examples of these with you to consolidate their learning. 
In Guided Reading, we are moving closer to the end of 'Rooftoppers'.  Two new characters have 
been introduced (Safi and Anastasia) who also live in the skies and are helping in the search for 
Sophie's mother.  
 
In Geography, the children have been researching some key rivers in Great Britain. We are developing our understanding 
of the wonderful and creative area of Surrealism during Art sessions. As part of Remembrance Day, we watched a live 
session with the fantastic author Tom Palmer and the children wrote some amazing diary entries as a WW1 soldier from 
the trenches. 


