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Headteacher’s Comment 

Return to school   

It has been so fantastic to welcome back all of our children. We are all extremely proud of the way they have 

come back to school with big smiles and lots of laughter. It is clear that they are all really excited to be back; 

learning alongside their friends. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all parents/carers for the 

wonderful job you have all done to support your children and the school, through this difficult time.  

Whilst balancing our children’s well-being, we have begun to analyse their current attainment. We will be 

using this to inform our plans for the summer term, putting the best interests of our children at the heart of everything we do.   

Parents’ Evenings   

Regular conversation between parents and class teachers is an important part of the school year and we appreciate that this is 

especially valuable given the current climate. Unfortunately, Government restrictions means that arranging parents evening 

meetings in person, is currently not possible.  

However, we are keen to provide an on-line platform so that video appointments can take place. We are currently in the process 

of setting this up with School-Cloud Parents Evening. Appointment slots will be for 10minutes and will be available, after school, 

on the 20th and 21st April 2021. If these dates are not convenient please let the class teacher know via Class Do-Jo and an 

alternative time will be arranged.   

If you would also like to see Mrs Hartley-Criddle (Deputy Head/SENDCo), please let your class teacher know.   

Further details will follow next week.   

Communicating to School a Positive COVID Test Result  - during the Easter holidays   

It will continue to be important that all families know how to contact school if their child develops symptoms within 48 hours of 

leaving school on Wednesday 31st March, and consequently test positive for COVID-19. The mobile number is 07395 161339. 

The phone will only be checked daily up until and including the 6th April 2021.  

The following information and arrangements will apply, if there are any positive COVID cases, so that we can assist with NHS 

track and trace:  

 Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms more than 48 hours since 

being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents and carers should follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS 

Test and Trace.  

 For the first 6 days after teaching ends (Wednesday 31st March), if a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-

19), having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, the school has been asked to assist in identifying close 

contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious whilst in school. This will be communicated via class 

dojo – on the class page and a text.  

 School staff are not asked to remain on-call or conduct any contact tracing more than 6 days after the final day of teaching.   

 Where pupils or students need to self-isolate due to contact with a positive case during the holidays, settings do not need to be 

informed about this until the first day of the Summer term.  

I hope you all continue to stay safe and well and have a good weekend.   

Best wishes 

Mrs Wilkins 



Self-Isolation  

We are working extremely hard to keep all of the children in our school safe and well at the moment.  

It is important that you continue to follow Government guidelines, practice social distancing and continue with good hygiene 

methods.  

 

Please do not send your child to school if they are displaying any Coronavirus symptoms.   

Covid Testing of staff  

Each member of our staff team are testing twice a week with a LFT (lateral flow test) for Coronavirus.  

Please do be aware that if we have a positive case within a year group bubble that this bubble will need to shut and the 

staff and children within this bubble will have to self-isolate. As yet we are especially fortunate that this has not needed to 

happen.  

We have been informed that rapid lateral flow testing for households and bubbles of school pupils and staff has now gone 

live.  

Please see the following link for further information, including details of where testing kits can be collected from: https://

www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff   

Safeguarding Audit 

On the 11th March, we had a Trust Safeguarding Audit. This was led by a Trust Headteacher and our school safeguarding 

Governors.  In order to review our procedures and get a flavour of the culture of safeguarding at Wellesley Park, they 

spoke with pupils, staff, the school Business Manager and the Safeguarding Team.  We are pleased to report that the 

feedback was very positive. Below are some of the key points that were noted:-  

 Children feel safe and happy in school 

 There are robust and proactive systems in place for staff to report concerns 

 The safeguarding team play an effective role in following up concerns and protecting children 

 Positive behaviour is consistently promoted by all staff  

 Effective arrangements are in place for staff development 

Financial Support 

Please be aware that school is able to signpost parents to various channels of support for those who are being adversely 

affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. This includes access to a food bank, local authority support and other agencies.   

 

Please contact Mrs Froud - lfroud@educ.somerset.gov.uk - (in confidence) if you think that we might be able to help.  

 



WP Social Media Update 

 

You may already be aware that we have had to create a new WP Facebook page, so that this 

can also be shared on our Trust website.  Therefore we have set up the following page:  

 

https://facebook.com/Wellesley-Park-Primary-School-106739094811512 

User name: @Wellesley Park Primary School 

 

We are in the process of copying across some of our previous posts, so that we have a record of 

the support and news we have included on the page so far (so apologies for any repeated information).  The page will be 

closed down shortly and all new information will be posted on the new page. 

Our Twitter account will also be closed from our main WP website, and replaced by our new Facebook page.  

 

Please do visit the new Facebook page and start following us from this weekend! 

 

Many thanks for your patience. 

Reporting Absences  

Please can we remind parents and carers to always phone the school office before 9.30am to 

report a child’s absence.  This is still necessary even if you have also let your child’s teacher 

know.   

 

E-Safety Update 

Taming Gaming - A new book for parents and carers 

A recently released book, which might be of interest to parents and carers in 

making informed decisions about which games their children play and how to 

engage positively in their children's gaming, is 'Taming Gaming' by Andy 

Robertson. 

 

Andy is an author and journalist who has written for the Guardian and Forbes, as 

well as Online Safety organisations such as Internet Matters and Parentzone. He 

has been a broadcaster for the BBC, and now runs the YouTube channel 

FamilyGamerTV.  

School Meals 

School Meals - Monday 19th April to Friday 28th May 

School meals are now available to book via ParentPay, for the period of Monday 19th 

April (the children's return to school after Easter) to Friday 28th May. 

If you wish to book your child a school meal for w/c 19th April, this must be done via 

ParentPay by the deadline of Tuesday 30th March. Please note that if you do not order by this date you will need to provide 

your child with a packed lunch.  

 

Communicating to School a Positive COVID Test Result 

If you receive a positive COVID test result for your child or a member of your household over the weekend, please text or 

call the school mobile and leave a message giving details.  The mobile number is 07395 161339 (this phone will only be 

checked daily). 



Forest School/Outdoor Learning Update from Miss James - Outdoor Education & Forest School Leader  

Update on our specialist Forest School provision, for: SEMH / Social Communication / 

Motor Skills & Emotional Regulation and our Outdoor Learning for All 

We had an exciting start to this week! Polly Marsh, from a local company, Cuddledry, helped us 

plant one of the ten hazel trees her company donated to our school. Polly, along with Mrs Wilkins 

planted the tree with help from some of the Year 3 and 4 school councillors.  Children in our 

Forest School intervention helped to plant the rest of the trees. We will be looking after these new trees in Outdoor Learning 

sessions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor Learning Update 

In Gruffalo class, we celebrated World Wildlife day and learnt about different endangered animals around the world and what we 

can do to help look after these animals or insects. We have also been learning about taking care of our world and have started by 

looking after our school grounds. We focused on the importance of picking up litter and how to look after our plants.  

In Year 1, to continue our topic on 2D shapes we have been looking at spiderwebs and creating our own webs by weaving wool 

around sticks.  We have also looked at 3D shapes by going on a 3D shape hunt and using salt dough to create different 3D 

shapes. 

In Year 2, we looked at the artist Wassily Kandinsky and how he used 2D shapes to create abstract art. We created our own 

shape art by drawing as well as recreating it using sticks. 

In Year 3, we have continued to look at using different techniques for drawing plants and flowers. We have studied different 

spring flowers and used pastels to blend and emphasise sorry different colours.  

In Year 4, we have had a scientific 2 weeks! We have been looking at changes in materials. 

We conducted an experiment to find out which materials dissolve in water. We also looked at 

the water cycle and how water can change state. We created our own water cycles by using 

hot water and ice in glass jars!  

In Year 5, we have been exploring different forms of poetry: such as Kennings and rhythmic poems. We loved coming up with 

two worded clues for our Kenning poems and it was even better when we performed the poems and had to find out what the 

clues were leading to! 

In Year 6, we continued to use and build our team working skills, we have taken part in several team building and problem 

solving games. Last week, we had to find different riddles hidden around the grounds and solve them as a team! Some of them 

were hard! Can you work out this one? What can you catch but not throw? 

Forest School Update 

We have had a fantastic opportunity to plant some of the new trees around our ground in Forest School! We had to create a ‘T’ 

shaped hole and plant the tree. We then had to flatten the ground with our feet! We had to take it in turns so everyone had a go 

at each part of planting the trees. We also practiced working together and caring for our environment.  

At our different stations, we have created a forest den, we have collected different ingredients for 

our imaginative cake design, and we have created Easter themed weaving wood cookies! This 

tried our patience and resilience as it was hard to weave the wool in the small holes we drilled.  

We have also been taking notice of the changes around for Forest School now it is Spring! We 

have been looking at different flowers as well as observing the new leaves beginning to grow on 

the bushes and trees. 

Please see the next page for Miss James’ wish list! 

 



Miss James’  

 

We are hoping that you may have these items laying around the house, or shed, collecting dust. . . If you do have 

something and are willing to part with it, could you please donate it to the school for Outdoor Learning and Forest School?  

If you could give it to your child to bring in, we will make sure it is quarantined and sanitised before other children handle it. 

 

This week’s wish list:  

 Buckets/storage boxes 

 Left over wool, string/ribbon 

 Any plastic cups to drink hot chocolate out of 

Thank you everyone! 

Our Wellesley Park Values for this period - Resilience  

Comic Relief 

Thank you to everyone who has already donated to our Comic Relief fundraiser.  We’ve raised 

just under £200 so far, but there is still plenty of time to donate.   

Please visit the following link to donate on the ParentPay site:  

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=2543 

The children have gone to great efforts in wearing lots of red today! Well done everyone and thank you for your support. 



Pre-school 

We have had a lovely couple of weeks in Pre-school!  The children have enjoyed 

focusing on World Book week, Mother’s Day and also creating an Easter display.   

We have also been working on Next Steps and have been very impressed with the 

children’s artwork.   

The children have also been exploring tadpoles and watching them grow.  We then put 

the tadpoles back into the pond to grow even bigger. 

We are dressed up in our pyjamas today for Red Nose Day! We will also be preparing 

some fun Easter activities. 

Pupil Premium Information 

In order to access early years pupil premium for the Summer term 2021 claims need to made before 31
st
 March 2021.  

The Early Years Pupil Premium provides an extra amount of money to the nursery, pre-school etc for three and four year 

old children whose parents are in receipt of certain qualifying benefits or who have been adopted or are in care. 

 

The provider can use the funding in any way they chose to improve the quality of the early years education that they 

provide for the children. This could include, for example, additional training for staff on early language, investing in 

partnership working with colleagues to further their expertise or supporting staff working on specialised areas such as 

speech and language. 

How to apply? 

The following link can be used to access the qualifying criteria and the application form:  

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/early-years-pupil-premium-information-for-parents/  
 

Please note parents must apply themselves or be supported to apply.   

 

Disability Access Fund 

  

Parents can apply at any time for Disability Access Fund (DAF).  

  

Disability Access Fund is money that is available to a nominated childcare provider once a year. 

Three and four year old children who meet these criteria are eligible if: 

 The child is in receipt of Disability Living Allowance 

 The child receives the Early Years Entitlement at a childcare provider in Somerset 
 

The following link can be used to access the qualifying criteria and the application form -  

 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/disability-access-fund/ 



Year 1 
 

We cannot believe that another two weeks has flown by so quickly again! All the children have 

settled back into school life amazingly well and we are so proud of them all!  

 

In D.T, we have been thinking about healthy eating and where our food comes from. This week the 

children had a chance to use tools to make a savoury     salad. We discovered that savoury salads 

are eaten as part of a meal or inside a sandwich. The children really enjoyed cutting up their own 

salad—even if they insisted they didn’t like eating some of it!  

 

In Music, the children have had a chance to use Glockenspiels to play along with the song we are 

learning this term, ’Round and Round’. They have really enjoyed learning some of the notes and 

are keen to keep practising! Watch out for a video on dojo as the children want to perform the song 

to you.  

 

We have completed our story writing ’Monkey See, Monkey Do’ and the children have innovated 

the story and written their own wonderful versions! We are beginning a new Talk for Writing topic 

this week. The children will be learning how to write a recount.  

 

In Maths we have completed a topic about money. This was something that the children found 

particularly tricky—especially coin recognition! Please can you look at coins at home with children 

whenever possible as recognition will improve with regular exposure to the coins. We will be 

recapping this is school later on in the year. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has donated and sponsored 

Jasper and Kipper class for Red Nose Day. The children 

have been enjoying decorating the hearts and it has 

definitely been challenging to complete 100 star jumps a 

day!  

Reception 
 

What a fantastic time we've been having now that we have all been reunited!  

We've explored the wind using mini parachutes, made Mothers' Day cards and 

used glockenspiels to play along to 'Old Macdonald'! We've played lots of groups 

games such as Tower Topple, Last Man Standing and Quick Write!  

In Maths, we found lots of different ways to add two numbers together and then 

we had fun finding ways to take one number away from another. In Phonics, we 

have been playing games to practise our reading and spelling skills.  

We've learned about the festival of Passover in RE and in Computing, we've 

looked at how arrows can be used to give instructions. During Outdoor Learning, it 

was our Book Day celebrations, so we had fun pretending to be different 

characters from stories!  

Our 100 Comic Relief Day challenge is to photograph 100 crazy hairstyles - so 

look out for our mad hairdos soon! 



Year 2 
 

We've had another fantastic week in Year 2! We have started looking at a new poem in English called 'I wish I was a Pirate' 

which the children have had a great time learning the sign language to. Next week the children will have a chance to plan 

and write their own poem about what they wish they could be! The link to our pirate poem is: https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=N1w9eq0IRlM  

 

The children all looked amazing on World Book Day and it was a fantastic showcase of all the brilliant reading that happens 

in school and at home. 

 

In Maths, we have finished looking at 2D and 3D shapes. The children have all really impressed us with their knowledge of 

both 2D and 3D shapes and can all now confidently describe shapes using new words such as vertices, edges and faces. 

 

In History, we have continued to look at the life of Mary Seacole, next week we will be thinking about how Florence 

Nightingale's and Mary Seacole's lives compare. 

 

We will be starting our 100 challenges for Red Nose Day from next week. In Year 2 we have chosen to read for 100 hours 

and to create a display of 100 amazing people. We can't wait to share some amazing pictures when they are finished! 

Year 3 
 

Well done everyone we have been really impressed with how you have settled back into 

school so well! We have had a busy 2 weeks!  

In English, we have thoroughly enjoyed innovating our newspaper article and are looking 

forward to writing our very own article at the end of this week.  

In Maths, we have been learning about measuring length in millimetres, centimetres and 

metres. We really enjoyed going outside and challenging ourselves to see how far we 

could run in 10 seconds! Do you remember how far Usain Bolt ran in 10 seconds?  

In science, we have continued learning about the human body and have found out all about our joints and the names and 

functions of our organs!  

On Friday, we had a surprise because Mr Morris had organised some cricket sessions for us with a Somerset coach.  We 

had an amazing time throwing and catching and playing lots of games dressed up in our World Book Day costumes! We 

are looking forward to batting this week!  

Keep up the great work Year 3! 

 

 
 

 



Year 4 
 

It has been wonderful to have everyone back in Year 4. The children have been happy and 

taken everything in their stride.  

We have been really lucky to have started violin lessons last year with Ms Tab from 

Somerset Music. So far, she has been very impressed with their quick learning and has 

taught them how to hold the violin and bow correctly and they are now able to play a few 

notes after just two lessons.  

In English, we are looking at instructional texts and learning about what the features of this 

type of writing is as well as practising imperative verbs and time connectives.  

In Maths, we are starting to learn about fractions and have been investigating equivalent 

fractions as well as fractions greater than 1.  

Thank you to everyone who brought in food wrappers. We had a fantastic lesson on food 

miles and discussed the effects on our planet.  

In RE, we are building up to Easter by looking at Maundy Thursday and the events of the 

last supper and Good Friday when Christian's reflect on Jesus dying on the cross.  

The children made such a wonderful effort with World Book Day they really impressed us 

with their creative costumes.  

Year 5 

The past two weeks have absolutely flown by! It has been so lovely 

having all of the children back in school and they have all settled in 

really well to being at IKB too.  

 

We have continued with our fractions topic in Maths, particularly 

focussing on adding and subtracting fractions with different 

denominators by converting them to have a common denominator.  

 

In English, we have started our new non-fiction topic of non-chronological reports. We heard there was 

a mysterious creature on the loose in Wellington so started to design and describe our own mythical 

creatures! 

 

In French, we have been practising how to say where we live, where we come from and have started to 

practise saying the names of different features within a town.  

 

We have continued looking at materials and their properties in Science. We carried out an experiment 

where we investigated whether a range of materials were soluble and insoluble. Some of these were 

easier to work out than others! 

 

In P.E, we have started doing hockey and have continued with our 10-minute mile challenge, seeing 

how many laps of the playground we can do in ten minutes. Our goal is to try and beat our last score 

each time we do it!  



Year 6 

WOW! What a fantastic return to school Year 6 have had! We have had an excellent couple of weeks learning and enjoyed 

spending time together and catching up.  

In Maths, we have worked hard to recap our knowledge of calculating area and perimeter of 2D shapes including: 

quadrilaterals, triangles and parallelograms. Then we moved on to calculating the volume of cuboids with an understanding 

of the difference between capacity and volume.  

In English, we have started a brand new topic - a tale of fear! We have read through and understood the model text 

Fowler's Yard. Ask your children what they can remember about this story. We particularly enjoyed hot seating questions 

addressed to the main character. This week we have been building powerful verbs and onomatopoeia into our creative 

writing. 

The children have enjoyed our new text Skellig in Guided Reading, some have been brave enough to take 

part in role play and bring the characters to life.  

In Science, we have started our new electricity topic. The children have done a great job in identifying 

scientific symbols and drawing a range of simple circuits. They then created these circuits using a range of 

equipment and embedding their understanding of conductors, insulators and the flow of electricity.  

Finally, we have been impressed by the children's resilience in our assessment week this week - well done! 

Please see information about the Inclusion Inquiry on the next page... 



Message from the Inclusion Inquiry Team 

 

IP6.1 – Inclusion Inquiry 

  

The Inclusion inquiry is open now and this opportunity for people to have their say will close on Friday 30
th

 April 2021. 

  

What is the Inclusion Inquiry? 

  

As part of our work to improve SEND services within Somerset, we have launched an ‘Inclusion Inquiry’ in order to find out 

about educational inclusion within Somerset. This is not an audit or an evaluation but a conversation. We want to hear from 

you about your experiences of education inclusion in Somerset. By education inclusion, we mean that children and young 

people with any additional needs or disabilities are able to access and participate in education without experiencing issues 

and barriers. We would like to hear from children, young people, parents, carers, families, professionals, community 

members and anyone who would like to contribute. We are interested in what has been a good experience for you, what 

could have been improved and what you would like to see happen in the future in school, in your community and if relevant, 

in any clubs or leisure activities. Your views will be used to help us understand what we do well and what we could do 

better. 

  

You can find more information about the Inclusion Inquiry, including video clips and a poster/leaflet by visiting https://

choices.somerset.gov.uk/025/send-news/send-written-statement-of-action-improvement-priority-6-1-inclusion-inquiry/send-

news/   

  

We are asking professionals if they could help us to promote the inquiry to the families and children/young people they 

work with, as well as supporting them to have their say, in any of the following ways. 

 

How do you have your say? 

 

*Visit the following link to answer a few questions - https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?

id=BvYktXr3okqNov5wNDsMzmFhbLs38RpEqW3DY7lfUHBUREszQkRaWk1TOTNFQlhQWk9DUFhDWlIzWi4u 

*Contact your school, a trusted adult, professional or organisation and ask how you can be involved in the Inclusion Inquiry. 

*Post letters, drawings, documents to: Inclusion Inquiry, County Hall, Taunton, TA1 4DY.   Remember to include your name 

and contact email address, if you want us to get back in touch. 

*Send a message/upload a video, photo or sound clip via WhatsApp on 07775221297. 

 

*Email Inclusion_Inquiry@somerset.gov.uk with your view, and attach any photos or documents. 

 

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact us at inclusion_inquiry@somerset.gov.uk 

 

Many thanks. 

 


