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Headteacher’s Comment 

This half-term, I have been able to spend time in all classrooms and I’ve been so impressed. Our children are working 
hard in their lessons, enjoying their learning and demonstrating resilience when facing challenges. 

Last Friday, the children visited Wellington Baptist Church for the Harvest Assembly. The children enjoyed reading 
their prayers, poems and bible readings as well as singing a collection of hymns. Reverend Sam engaged the children 
with his talk about the need for farming and the harvest.  Mrs Harris, Miss Bardle and myself, reveled in the pumpkin 
carving competition! Mrs Harris truly deserved to win for her interpretation of Mr Morris. Thank you all for your 
generous donations which were sent to the Wellington Foodbank. 

Next half-term, we will welcome new members of staff to the team: Miss Bladwell and Miss Gulliver who will be joining us in teaching 
support roles, and Mrs Kimber who is joining us as a midday supervisor. I would also like to congratulate Mrs Doidge, for her 
successful appointment to lead Maths across the school as part of the senior leadership team.   

We are looking to recruit midday supervisors. If this is a role that you would enjoy, please contact Mrs Lilley in the school office for 
further details and to collect an application form. 

I look forward to welcoming you all to parents evening next week. These appointments are invaluable for parents and teachers alike, 
where information can be shared, next steps created and children’s progress and attainment can be celebrated. If you haven’t yet 

been able to sign up then please contact your child’s class teacher via class dojo, where they will be pleased to find a suitable time for 
you. 
 

Have a lovely half-term break. 
 
Carly Wilkins 

Headteacher 

Next Week’s Dates for your Diary 

 

19/10/19 - PTA Quiz Night, 7.30pm, School Hall 

22/10/19 - Parents Evening 

23/10/19 - Non uniform for Mohican house 

23/10/19 - Year 4 Sports Festival, Princess                   

    Royal, Wellington, am 

23/10/19 - Open Morning for 2020 Admissions,  

    9.30-10.30am 

23/10/19 - Parents Evening 

23/10/19 - Children break up for half-term 

Wellesley Park is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of the children and expects all staff to share this commitment 

18th October 2019 

Attendance Data 

Attendance by class for the period 30/09/19 to 11/10/19.  These will be updated fortnightly. 

Elmer  91.7%   BFG  97.9%   Akela  96.1% 

Gruffalo  98.7%   Matilda  98%   Bagheera 96% 

Jasper  95.9%   Gryffindor 96% 

Kipper  96.9%   Hufflepuff 95.6% 

Mrs Tiggywinkle 95.7%   Thorin   97.9% 

Peter Rabbit 96.3%   Galadriel 98.4% 

Safeguarding Update - Online Safety News 

 
Helping children to develop healthy relationships with technology can be tricky 
but there are a couple of apps which have been developed to help parents and 
carers.  For Apple devices, 'Screen Time' shows you how much time your 
children are spending on apps, websites and games. It can also offer a summary 
showing how many hours you spent looking at your screen!  
 
Find support for using parental controls on Apple devices at:  
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT201304  
 
For Android devices (though you can also use it with iOS) there is 'Google Family 

Link' which has recently been updated and improved. It can help you manage 

your child's apps, set limits and view their activity.  

Find out more about it at: https://families.google.com/familylink/ 



Forest School at Wellesley Park 

Forest School has been a huge success this term!   Our sessions are based upon the five 'Roots of Forest School': 

perseverance, teamwork, listening, leading and helping. 

 

The children have been learning and demonstrating these values each session: perseverance/leading; to encourage 

us to have a go and not give up, teamwork and helping; when perhaps we don’t agree with another person but still 

offer a hand and listening; keeping our self-safe and making the right choices.   

 
With Autumn now upon us, we are beginning to see the seasonal changes in our environment and have been 

thinking about how those changes affect the plants, insects and animals in our woods.  

 

Due to the large amount of recent rain, the forest school area is getting very muddy! Please remember that all 

children need warm clothing - including socks, a coat and a pair of appropriate outdoor shoes/wellies. It would be 

disappointing if children had to miss a session due to the lack of appropriate clothing.  

 

Thank you for your continued support.  

Message from Mrs Hartley-Criddle - Deputy Headteacher and SENDCo  
 
The lead up to a holiday can be an extremely exciting time for some of our young people - which can become too 
much. If this sounds familiar to you, then maybe try one or two of my favourite (well used!) strategies: 
 

 Draw a picture diary of the last week of school: include how many 'sleeps', clubs and  any extra, or unusual 
events, that might be occurring - checking with your child's class teacher for these is sometimes worthwhile too! 
Cross off each day with your child before bedtime - but don't discuss the next day before they try to sleep! 

 Try not to over-discuss the holiday - play it down - Sometimes too much excitement is unmanageable. 

 Each morning, talk through the day ahead - keep it clear and simple - discuss the things they might find hard 
and share solution ideas together.  

 
And last but not least - look after yourselves because we all know parenting is hard work at the best of times.  
Please remember that the school is also here to support you.  
 
Please have a safe and restful half term everybody and thank you for  your amazing support during my first, very 
busy, few weeks. I am happy to say I have loved every minute - so thank you all! 

The Life Bus 

 

You may have noticed the ‘big bus’ which is on the KS2 playground. The children from Pre-School up to Year 6 

have thoroughly enjoyed their time going into The Life Bus. A few classes will be going for their visit on Monday. 

 

Thorin in Year 5 were finding out about Friends, in particular healthy and unhealthy relationships. 

Here is what they thought: 

 

William:  “The life bus was great because you got to learn about how the body works, smoking and about being 

assertive”. 

 

Poppy: “The life bus was really fun because we got to learn about lots of things. One of the things was where to put 

non-medical things and where they should be kept”. 

 
Hanami: “This life bus was great fun and great for learning! It showed how our body works, if you smoke and how to 
be assertive to our friends”.  



Reception Class Picture - Somerset County Gazette 

A picture of our new starters in Reception can be found in this weeks copy of the Somerset County Gazette which 
came out on Thursday 17th October.   

Musical Theatre Club - Cancelled for Wednesday 23rd October 
 
Due to parents evening taking place, there will be no Music & Theatre club after school on Wednesday 23rd.  
Therefore please collect your child after school as normal.   

School Admissions 

The way parents of children due to start school in 2020 apply has changed. To save money, Somerset County 
Council no longer post letters home to parents to explain the application process.  

For further information about the process, please follow this link or come and speak to us in the school office and 
we would be delighted to help you.  

http://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-learning-and-schools/choosing-a-school/apply-to-start-school/  

Class Dojo House Points 

At the end of every week dojos that are awarded to the children are added up and the house totals are calculated for 

the whole school.  At the end of each half-term there will be a non school uniform day as a reward 

for the house that have won the most dojos.  

The dojos have been calculated and the results are as follows: 

Cherokee -  1321 

Apache - 1344 

Sioux - 1416 

Mohican - 1431  

 

On Wednesday 23rd October children in Mohican house can enjoy a non school uniform day to celebrate, and wear 

an item of blue clothing (the Mohican house colour).   

Well done to everyone!  

School Council  

Miss Winsor would like to congratulate those children who were elected as a School Councillor for the upcoming 

year. We had excellent campaigns from pupils. Well done to everyone who put themselves forward, you should feel 

very proud!  

 

 

School Council 2019-2020 

Jasper William Kipper Rosie 

Mrs Tiggywinkle Elsie Peter Rabbit Isla 

BFG William Matilda Ruby 

Gryffindor Madison Hufflepuff Finley 

Galadriel Jamie Thorin Eryn 

Bagheera Safka Akela Gabriela 

Parking Reminder 

Please can we remind you to be mindful of local residents and pedestrians when parking outside of the school.  We 

appreciate that space is limited, but please ensure that you do not block driveways or drop kerbs which causes a 

danger and obstruction.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ClassDojo


PE Update 
 
This term, Year 3 enjoyed attending the Sports festival 
held at Court Fields School which was led by SASP Sports 
Leaders. They did a fantastic job at ensuring everyone had 
a great time! Our current Year 6 Leaders are Ollie, Daniel, 
Theo, George, Jess and Milly - well done to all of you!  
We also had three teams who took part in an exhausting 
3x900m relay race, they showed great resilience in the 
pouring rain. We finished with two teams in the top 10!  
 
Year 4 will be attending their Sports festival next 
Wednesday.  We look forward to attending many more 
events next term. We also await the arrival of some new 
sports equipment and introducing a brand new Champions 
PE Scheme of learning to support progression of skills 
throughout the school.  
Our Year 6 Sports Leaders have started their new 
responsibilities and have enjoyed coaching and developing 
others.  
 
*If you have any Aldi Sports stickers please give them to the office before the 5th November as we will get a free 
class set of sports kit and entered into a draw to win £20,000 for the Schools Sports offering. Please ask family and 
friends, maybe pop into a store over the half term break. Every sticker helps! 

Wellington Under 8s Football 
 
On Wednesday evening four students from Wellesley Park who 
play for the Wellington Under 8s Football Team, played some 
friendly matches against Exeter Academy Under 8s at St Luke's, 
Exeter. 
  
Both coaches and Manager - James & Louise King, praised all the 
players for their great effort, ball control and further learning.   
  
Well done to Lily, Freddie, William and Jack! 
  

 

Fizz Pop Science Assembly 
 
KS2 had a fantastic assembly on Tuesday run by Chris from Fizz Pop Science. 
Chris taught us all about air flow and the dynamics of a aeroplane's wing using a 
toilet roll and a leaf blower. The children were so excited to catch a piece of toilet 
roll! They also learnt about how we can use air to create propulsion by jumping 
onto a pump in order to fire rockets into the air. Other children were able to 
demonstrate how we can direct air using straws and ping pong balls.  

 
If your child is interested in attending the Fizz 
Pop Science extracurricular club on Tuesday 
evenings in November please apply online or 
see Mrs Harris for a flyer.  
 
KS1 will have an assembly later in the year and 
will have the opportunity to take part in the 

science club as well.  
 



Reception 
 
These past few weeks, Reception have really enjoyed innovating the story of 
the Little Red Hen by changing the animals in the story. We have had some 
hilarious stories including ones about dragons, crabs and tomatoes!  

In phonics we have continued to learn new sounds 
and practise our blending and we are getting rather 
good at it! The children have also been looking at 
sorting into groups in Maths.  

The children have also had the opportunity to go on the Life Bus this week to 
learn ‘All About Me’. They met Harold the Giraffe who taught them about how to 
stay healthy and they discussed what could they do if they were feeling sad. 

Year 1 
 
Over the past few weeks, in Year One, we have continued our English unit based on ‘The Three Little 
Pigs’ and have now started the innovation stage where we our using our own characters to retell the 
known story. We have been very busy in phonics learning lots of new sounds, introducing split digraphs 
and learning alternative ways of writing sounds we have learnt previously.  

In Maths, we have finished our unit on place value and have introduced addition and subtraction!!  

We have been doing lots of science over the past few weeks where we have been looking at the 
properties of materials and using adjectives to describe materials to be able to see what is the best 
material to make our superhero cape after half term!  

We have also been learning about the season Autumn; we are all looking forward to Halloween! 

Year 2 
 
Year 2 have had great fun this week learning all about the Great Fire of London. We have been exploring 
the timeline of events and where and when the fire took place. 
 
In Maths we have been looking at inverses and how to check answers for example 4+3=7 so 7-3 = 4.  
We have also discussed the equals sign and what this means. 
 
In ICT we are continuing to look at e-safety and how to stay safe when online. 

Pre-School 

This week has been superhero week at Pre-School and we have all enjoyed dressing up. 
 
The children have also been busy bug hunting as well as hunting for conkers, and have had fun with sand play, 
water beads and finger painting. 
 
We would like to wish all our families a lovely half term.  Our last day before the break is Wednesday 23rd October. 
 
We will see you when we return to Pre-School on Monday 4th November. 



Year 3 
 
Year 3 have enjoyed another busy couple of weeks.  BFG had great fun 
making pizzas and rice krispie cakes as part of their dojo award and Matilda 
loved going into the life bus and learning about the brain. 
  
We have started planning our own defeating the monster stories based on 
the Cobbler of Krakow and will be completing these next week.   
 
In Maths, we have started adding and subtracting 1 digit from 2 and 3 digit 
numbers with exchanging.  If you would like to practise maths skills at home 
the following websites are really useful:   
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/addition-and-
subtraction;   http://ictgames.com  
  
Some children have started getting used to using the accelerated reading 
scheme and quizzing after they have read a book – it is taking  time to train 
the children to use, so please bare with us.  If the children are free reading, 
we ask that they have a reading book from the library which is on the 
accelerated reader scheme in addition to any books they are reading  at 
home to make sure that we can track progress.   

 
 

Year 4 

 

As always Year 4 have been very busy since the last newsletter. We have been developing our 

knowledge and understanding of the Civil Rights Movement by looking at how Martin Luther King Jr 

influenced so many people with his ground breaking ‘I have a dream’ speech. The children were so 

inspired by his vision that they wrote their own speeches in his style.  

 

We have also been investigating the different functions 

of our teeth in class. Using their hands children were 

tasked with breaking down a piece of bread into tiny 

pieces, their fingers acting as canines, incisors and 

molars. We talked about how some teeth tear, rip and 

grind food – ask you child to explain what the different 

teeth do. We have now set up an experiment to 

investigate the effects that different drinks have on the 

enamel of our teeth using eggs. The children are 

looking forward to observing how rotten our egg teeth 

will become! 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/addition-and-subtraction
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/addition-and-subtraction
http://ictgames.com/


Year 5 

 

This week, Year 5 have been planning their own ‘Defeat the monster!’ story.  They have come up with all sorts of 

fantastic and quite gruesome ideas!   

 

After half term, we will be focussing on the setting of stories and reading a short story called ‘The Canal’.   

 

In Maths we have continued working on decimals and learnt how to find the decimal equivalent of fractions.   

During our topic time we found out about Martin Luther King who stood up for equal rights for all people regardless 
of their race, colour or religion.   
 
Thank you for all the fantastic homework which the children created about Carrie Fisher. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sadly, the children have had their last afternoon at Forest School and they would like to say thank you to Mr Kimber, 
Mrs Wishart and Mrs Hendzel for making their time there so memorable. 

Year 6 

 

Year 6 have had a great couple of weeks getting to grips with our new Science topic of Evolution.  
We have been studying the pioneering scientist Charles Darwin, finding out about his many discoveries 
and in particular his theories. We conducted an experiment where we became birds with different types of 
beak and food, exploring adaptations just as Darwin would have done on the Galapagos Islands.  
 
In Maths, we have been looking at multiples, factors and prime numbers. After half-term we will be 
moving on to the exciting area of fractions.  
 
We hope everyone has a relaxing half-term before our busy run up to Christmas, fingers crossed for 
some dry weather. 


