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Headteacher’s Comment 

Happy New Year! I hope that you had an enjoyable, peaceful (!) and relaxing Christmas holiday. I 

cannot believe that we are about to enter the third week of the half term! 

 

During this term, the National Curriculum will be taught using our Knowledge Organisers which will 

support the delivery of the National Curriculum; each one starting with knowledge children should 

already know form previous learning. These will be sent out early next week – we hope you like them 

and find them useful tool when talking to your child/ren about their learning at home.  

 

This half term, our school value is Integrity. In assembly this week, we discussed what this means: ‘Doing the right 

thing even when no-one is looking!’ C.S. Lewis.  

 

As a school, we are working-hard to demonstrate the attributes of our school values: Respect, Responsibility, 

Integrity, Tolerance, Resilience and Excellence therefore helping us to be the best that we can be!  

 

Mr Coombes and Mrs Doidge are currently poorly, and we wish them a speedy recovery.  

 

Thank you for your continued support; it means such a lot to all our hard-working staff.   
 
Best wishes. 
 
Carly Wilkins  

Next Week’s Dates for your Diary  

 

21/01/20 - Time Out For Parents Workshop 

starts for 6 week period (for those signed 

up) 6.45-9.00pm in School Hall 

 

 

Wellesley Park is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of the children and expects all staff to share this commitment 

17th January 2020 

Attendance Data 

Attendance by class for the period 16/12/19 to 10/01/20.  These will be updated fortnightly. 

Elmer   81%   BFG   96%  Akela   96.5% 

Gruffalo   93%   Matilda   98.4%  Bagheera  95% 

Jasper   94.4%   Gryffindor  98.6% 

Kipper   92.1%   Hufflepuff  99.3% 

Mrs Tiggywinkle  97.5%   Thorin    94.3% 

Peter Rabbit  99.6%   Galadriel  97.1% 

Safeguarding Update - YouTube 

YouTube is easily the most popular site for 
children to spend time on but not everything out 
there is suitable for all ages.  

Fortunately, YouTube have released an app and website aimed at 
children under the age of 13 which is perfect for the children who love 
watching videos.  

App: https://youtube.com/kids/  
Website: https://www.youtubekids.com/  

https://youtube.com/kids/
https://www.youtubekids.com/


Message from Mrs Hartley-Criddle - Deputy Headteacher and SENDCo 
 
The excitement of Christmas already seems a long time ago - but I do hope that you have had a healthy 
start to your new year. On Thursday of this week, I held my 'Meet The SEND Team' coffee morning, to 
which all were welcome. I was grateful for the friendly support of the parents who attended and it was 
exceptionally rare and fantastic to also have the opportunity to discuss SEND provision with our visiting 
team members: Fiona Mann (Education Psychologist), Mrs Gladstone-Smith (ELSA), Emily Birraine (Play 
Therapy and ELSA), Lisa Stanley (PFSA) and Ellie Russell (OT). Due to the positive feedback, I shall 
endeavour to hold a repeat of this meeting in the September of each new school year - again, all will be 
welcome. 

At Wellesley Park we are committed to being a fully inclusive primary school. One where we recognise 
the needs of each child and aspire to equip them with the resources, skills and support necessary in order 
for all to succeed.  Our EP - Fiona Mann - fully endorsed this in our parent meeting, when she explained 
that by identifying and meeting the needs of our most vulnerable learners empathetically and 
supportively,  all children are then able to thrive and be the very best that they can be. This is certainly 
something that we are working extremely hard for at Wellesley Park, for all of our wonderful pupils.  

Fiona Mann also reminded us that:  

'All unwanted behaviour is a sign of an unmet need; a need that the child is trying to communicate to us in 
the only way that they feel capable of, at that moment in time.' 

By remembering this, we are able to have a better understanding of children who can seem as 'naughty' 
and be empathetic to them as individuals.  

Have a wonderful weekend. 

The Big Egg-Cellent Easter Egg Collection 
 
Between January and April 2020 Love Musgrove are hoping to collect over 250 
Easter Eggs to donate to the children in the Children’s Ward at Musgrove Park 
Hospital.  Those interested in donating an Easter Egg can drop one off at one of the 
following collection points in Taunton, up to 4th April. 
 
 YMCA  
 County Hall 
 Taunton Library 
 Iceland 
 Taunton Visitor Centre 
 The Princess Royal Pub 
 
Facebook page: Big Egg-Cellent Easter Egg Collection 

Parents evening advanced warning 

Our next parents evenings will be on Tuesday 31st March and Wednesday 1st April. 

 
 



KS2 SATs  

Our Year 6 children are working especially hard at the 
moment in preparation for their end of Key Stage 
assessments, in Reading, Mathematics and SPAG 
(Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar).  

These assessments are between Monday 11th May 
and Friday 15th May and there is to be no planned 
Year 6 absence in this week please. 

 
 

Hot School Meals Reminder 
 
If ordering on a weekly basis, school meals must be ordered no later than the 
Tuesday for the following week.  Meals can also be booked in advance.   
You can currently book up to and including 13th February. 
 
Children who have not been booked on for school meals must be provided with a 
packed lunch. 

New School Twitter Page 
 
Wellesley Park Primary School now have a Twitter page.  A place where positive 
news and achievements (WP Wows!) can be shared with our parents and wider 
community.  
 
We hope that you will support our posts with lots of likes and positive comments 
of your own to help us create a truly wonderful school for all!  
 
Please find the link to our page here: https://twitter.com/WellesleyparkW  
 
 

Data Collection Sheets Reminder 
 
We are still awaiting the return of a number of data collection sheets for Year 2 and Year 3 children.   
If you have not yet returned one for your child please complete and return to the school office 
urgently.  We can then move on to the older years. 

https://twitter.com/WellesleyparkW


Reception 
 
We have had such a lovely first two weeks back! The children 
have settled back in really well. 
  
We have begun to look at our new Talk for Writing story ‘The 
Three Billy Goats Gruff’. The children have learnt the story with 
actions and have started to independently retell the story using     
a story map. From our story, we decided that we definitely need 
our own troll bridge in the classroom to help us retell the story! 
We have had great fun pretending to be all of the characters! 
 
In Maths we have begun to look at how to make the number 5. 
We have played lots of number bond games like ‘bunny ears’ and ‘5 speckled frogs’.  
Some of the children have even had a go at writing down their number sentences! 
  

Pre-School  
 
This week the children have been learning about dinosaurs and 
using their skills to find dinosaurs buried in sand trays using 
magnifying glasses and brushes.  We have also been hunting for 
dinosaurs in the Pre-School garden as well as having fun with 
template rubbing, making dinosaurs prints and colouring in 
dinosaur pictures.    
 
Next week our topic will be Chinese New Year (Year of the Rat).  
We will be enjoying a range of activities including colouring in 
patterns on pictures of the rat, making Chinese fans and dragon 
masks, as well as watching a Chinese festival on the whiteboard.  
We will also be having a look at Chinese writing.   
 
We are looking forward to exploring this topic with the children and 
seeing them have a go at moving around like Chinese dragons! 



Year 2 

In Year 2 we have been writing similes for 
our Talk for Writing story ‘The Papaya That  
Spoke’. We have been using ‘like’ and ‘as’ 
to compare characters and settings and 
describe them. An example that we wrote 
together is ‘The noisy market was as busy 
as a crowd wanting the Queen’s autograph. 
  
In Maths we have been making equal 
groups and adding these groups together. 
In Science we have been looking at how 
different animal change as they grow. 
  
We have discovered in Geography that 
there are 7 continents and 5 oceans. Why 
not ask us what they are called? 
  
 

Thank you to Peter Rabbit class who helped to write this weeks Year 2 newsletter. 

Year 1 
 
We have had an extremely busy first two weeks back after 

Christmas! We have introduced our new story for English ‘The 

Magic Porridge Pot’ and the children have already started to pick 

up the story! We have sent the story map home so please send in 

some videos of them performing the story we would really love to 

see them and share them with the classes.  

We were surprised to find out that some children hadn’t tasted 

porridge before or some were unsure of what it was! So last week 

we had a late breakfast and we tried porridge with some delicious 

toppings!  

In Maths we have been continuing with subtraction by exploring 

different methods of how to subtract.  

In Science we have been busy learning about the current season and noticing the changes between 

Autumn and Winter. We have learnt about animals in Winter and how they adapt, just like us humans!  

Linking to Winter, we carried out an experiment to find out the 

best way for Mrs Wilkins to defrost the school after an icy spell. 

We used ice and a variety of resources to find out the quickest 

way to melt it. 

 
 
 
 



Year 3 
 
What a great start to the term! Year 3 have been showing a positive attitude towards their learning. 
 
Our topic this term is Ancient Egyptians, which 
the children are very excited about! We will be 
identifying how we know about Ancient 
Egyptians as well as the different gods and the 
pyramids. 
 
In Maths we have moved onto learning about 
money. It would be a great help if you could help 
your child by letting them pay for things when 
you are shopping and to discuss the different 
notes and coins. 
 
In English we are learning the story ‘Nail Soup’. 
To support this learning the children have 
brought home a story map for them to practice 
using actions. 
 
Children are extremely lucky this half term as they have Forest School. As you all saw from the mud they 
were covered in last week, the children are absolutely loving it! Please make a note that there is a slight 
change to forest school, week commencing the 20th January. Matilda class will have forest school on 
Monday the 20th January instead of Wednesday the 22nd January. 
 
Miss Carpenter in Matilda Class would like to pass on her thanks for all your support and for welcoming 
her to Wellesley Park Primary School! 
 
Mr Coombes is currently unwell but we look forward to welcoming him in BFG class soon. 

Year 4 

 

What a fantastic first couple of weeks 
we have had in Year 4 this term.  
 
The children came back bubbling with 
all their Christmas news, and it was 
lovely to hear about all of their exciting 
adventures.  
 
We have been very busy working on 
our French so far this term, recapping 
our knowledge of the French animal 
names from Year 3, and learning some 
new farm animal names. The children 
have also worked on their French 
dictionary skills where they had to 
convert between the two languages. 
Please see some excellent examples of 
their work in this picture. 
 
We also had fun in our first sessions at Forest School, although Gryffindor class were certainly luckier 
with the weather than Hufflepuff were, who came back looking like they’d had a mud bath! The children 
loved the experience and we are looking forward to this continuing for the rest of the term – keep your 
fingers crossed for some winter sun! 



Year 5 
 
Year 5 have had an energetic return to school, completing their 
final session of Bollywood dancing which they have been 
perfecting for 5 weeks.  The children made a fantastic effort and 
have really enjoyed learning Bollywood dance moves, 
demonstrating their own creative flair.   
 
Thorin class even held their own ‘Thorin’s Got Talent’ 
competition and voted on the group that performed the best 
moves!  Well done to everyone.   

 
Year 5 have also enjoyed the book we read as 
part of their Guided Reading - ‘Wonder’, with many of the children now choosing to read 
the book in their own time as well.    
 
We have been missing Mrs Doidge and we are all looking forward to seeing her back in 
school soon.   

Year 6 
 
Year 6 have had a great return to the year and what a 
year 2020 promises to be! We have begun our new topic 
about the Titanic. The children have been so enthusiastic 
with extra work being done at home and items of 
memorabilia being brought into school to share! At the end 
of the topic the children will be producing their own double 
page spread on an area of the disaster they have chosen 
to study and we can't wait to share these with you! 
 
We have also been treated to a 'Telling A Tale' workshop 
where the children were involved in a convincing drama 
session about the life of a young boy on his journey 
between primary and secondary school. Some really 
funny moments but also food for thought as our Year 6  
take the important next step in their educational journey later 
this year. 
 
In Science, Bagheera have been investigating the most 
effective ways to remove ice from our school playground. The 
children had great fun experimenting with different substances 
and made some good links with their learning on the Titanic.  
 
In Maths we have been focusing on Geometry, getting to grips 
with Reflection and Transformation and in English we have 
begun newspaper reports. 

 
 
 
Shortly we will begin our new class novel and will be sending out details of 
a SATs meeting for parents in early February - details to follow.  
 
Thank you all for your continued support.  


