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Headteacher’s Comment 

Dear Parents and Carers 

We have made it to the conclusion of what has been an extremely 

demanding year for all of us. However, despite this, it has still been a 

successful year of learning for pupils (and staff!) as well as working on 

our sequential curriculum, in readiness for the next academic year.  

Throughout this year, our children have been a true credit to all 
parents, carers and the wider community.  Our ethos of ‘reaching for success together’ has again 
come to the forefront of all that we have done. Our pupils have continued to demonstrate our 

Wellesley Park values; especially: resilience, responsibility and excellence!  

I want to thank you, as parents and carers, for your continued support and for being so brilliant at supporting your child/ren 
with remote learning. I am so proud of our Wellesley Park Family and how we continue to work together to get through the 
ups and downs of this global pandemic. 

I also want to take this opportunity to acknowledge the fantastic staff team at Wellesley Park. Every single member of staff 
has gone above and beyond (again and again!) to ensure that our children continued to have the very best education and 
opportunities, despite the challenges of the pandemic.  

The hard work of pupils and staff have resulted in superb, end of year, academic achievements. I’m sure you will agree 

that these are fantastic results! 

80% of our children achieved a ‘good level of development’ in EYFS (71% achieved in 2019) and our end of KS2 results 
blew us away: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish all our Year 6 children good luck as they leave us to move onto the next stage of their education. We are 

extremely proud of their successes during this unprecedented year and they are certainly well-prepared for the transition 

into KS3.  

We are all super excited about next year and the fresh opportunities that a new year brings.  

To celebrate the last day of the school year, there will be non-school uniform day on Friday 23rd July for all children.  Year 

6 are of course welcome to bring in their school shirts for signing.   

I hope the children all enjoy our final week at school next week, and have a fantastic summer break.  We look forward to 

welcoming you back on the 7
th
 September 2021.  

Best wishes, 

Mrs Wilkins  

16th July 2021 

Subject Expected Standard Expected Stand-
ard 2019 National 
Average 

Greater Depth Greater Depth  
2019 National 
Average 

Reading 84% 73% 40% 27% 

Writing 73% 78% 18% 20% 

Maths 80% 79% 29% 27% 



Message from Mrs Hartley Criddle - Deputy Headteacher and SENDCo 

Transition Support  

At WP we have put an extensive transition package together to meet the needs of all 
our pupils.  
For our Year 6s this has included many separate visits to our catchment KS3 site, for 
some of our more anxious pupils - for site tours, orienteering and allotment sessions - 
all of which were thoroughly enjoyed by the children!  
 
In-school, we have ensured that: 

 all of our teachers provided 'welcome' videos and booklets, for both children and parents to share and enjoy 

 we ensured that all pupils had the opportunity to express their own friendship preferences 

 we re-arranged our postponed transition 'move-up' sessions, rather than cancel them, we provided in-house transition 
support groups, for those children who really needed them  

 we organised extra 'peer-bonding' sessions, for children who would benefit from some friendship support in their new 
classes 

 we are passing all of the children's workbooks up to their new teachers, these will be updated with new labels and 
page inserts and the children will then continue to use these books (for all subjects) in their new class. This will ensure that 
each class teacher is aware, straight away, of the daily academic performance of each pupil - as they will be able to look 
back through their books to see what they had already achieved/found difficult/been supported with. 
 
Transition is, however, still difficult for some children - and us as parents too, at times! Here is a link to a site that may offer 
some support for you with this: 
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/parents-guide-to-support-change-and-
transition/  
 
Having a positive attitude is SO important for young people in order for them manage change successfully. Having a 
negative attitude, or receiving 'transferred' negativity from others, can have a HUGE impact a child's (and our own!) ability 
to visualise a positive outcome in the long term. These weblinks below offer some useful advice around this area: 
https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/children-positive-attitude 
 
https://medium.com/@kaytmolina/10-ways-to-help-your-children-develop-a-positive-attitude-e74611c71fad 
 
Lastly, make sure you are organised! It is really easy to think that you have the whole summer to get things done - but as 
we know, time flies when you are having fun! So if you can, make an effort to get uniforms / stationary / lunch boxes / 
school bags / PE kits / shoes and trainers etc all sorted before the last week of the summer break. This will ensure that you 
can relax as a parent and your children will feel more confident, knowing that they have everything they need! 

 
Have a lovely summer. 
 
Mrs Hartley-Criddle 

Vocabulary / Reading Matters (even in the HOLIDAYS!!!) 
 
Please remember the importance of WORDS!!  
 

 Use the holiday time to read lots of amazing stories together, visit your local library, 
share the news, peruse TV guides, learn a poem, challenge each other to learn and 
use a new 'W.o.W' (Word of Wonder!) every day of the holidays - and don't forget to 
keep a log of ALL your amazing wordy achievements to share with your new 
schoolteacher in September! 
 

 It is proven that children exposed to a language rich environment by the age of 3, have double the vocabulary of their 
peers who don't - but it is never too late to catch up!  

Staffing Update 

Mrs Burtenshaw will be leaving Wellesley Park at the end of academic year, to work at a school nearer to her 

home.  We wish her all the best with her new opportunity, and happiness for the future.    

Miss McEvoy and Miss Murphy will both be getting married over the Summer.  When we return in September, 

Miss McEvoy will be Mrs Taylor, and Miss Murphy will be Mrs White.  We wish them both very happy wedding 

days. 

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/parents-guide-to-support-change-and-transition/
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/parents-guide-to-support-change-and-transition/
https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/children-positive-attitude
https://medium.com/@kaytmolina/10-ways-to-help-your-children-develop-a-positive-attitude-e74611c71fad


Our Wellesley Park School Value for this half-term - Excellence 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance figures for period 28th June to 9th July  

Gruffalo   98.51%  BFG   95.92%  Galadriel  95.30% 

Jasper   94.54%  Matilda   98.13%  Akela   98.69% 

Kipper   96.36%  Gryffindor  98.21%  Bagheera  98.16% 

Mrs TW   92.48%  Hufflepuff  95.99% 

Peter Rabbit  100%  Thorin   98.28% 

E-Safety Update  

Among Us 

Among Us is a multiplayer game which has gradually gained popularity since its release in 2018, 
particularly since its PEGI rating was reduced from 16 to 7 following a review. The game 
encourages teamwork and collaboration and although this can be achieved offline, the most 
common way to engage with the game is online with other players who users may or may not 
actually know. 
 
Key risks include children talking to strangers and being exposed to inappropriate content. The game provides features to 
reduce these risks but these are not switched on by default and will require an adult to ensure they are enabled. 
 
For adults who wish to know more about the game, we recommend this detailed guide from Internet Matters: 
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/news-blogs/is-among-us-multiplayer-game-safe-for-children 
 
The Taming Gaming database is also a useful way for families to decide whether this game is suitable for them, and to 
help find other positive gaming experiences:  https://www.taminggaming.com/game/Among+Us  

 

Online Safety Quiz for Parents 

If your child has access to the internet at home via a laptop, phone, games console, etc. then 

please fill in this Parent Quiz to help us find ways we can support safer internet surfing with your 

child, as well as helping you to gauge the level of safety you have set up at home. 

Please find the link to the form "Online Safety Quiz" below: 

https://forms.office.com/r/cBn8vp2KLJ 

Class Dojo Communication 

Please note that the last day that you will be able to contact your current class teacher will be the 

23rd July. From the 24th July please use the school email to communicate with the school if you 

need to.  

Your child’s new class teacher will contact you via Dojo in September when the new classes have 

been set up on September 6th.  

 



School Meals - Deadline Reminder 

Please can we remind you that school meals for the first week back (w/c 7th September) must be booked on ParentPay by 
the deadline of TUESDAY 20TH JULY. If you do not book by this date, you will need to provide your child with a packed 
lunch on their return to school please. 

Menus on ParentPay currently run up to the October half term.  We would therefore encourage you to book all meals in 

one go, rather than having to do this weekly.  Many thanks.   

Duke’s Bookings for September (Breakfast and After School Club) 

The deadline for making a change to your current breakfast or after school club sessions for September has now passed.  
If you did need to make a change and have not yet informed us, please ensure you contact the school office by 9.00am on 

Monday morning to do so.  If we have not heard from you, we will assume that you wish for your existing sessions 
to continue in September.  Many thanks. 

Job Vacancies 

We currently have the following vacancies for next academic year.  We are looking to recruit: 

 HLTA for 2 days per week 

 2 x part time Teaching Assistants which we are looking to combine with Midday Supervisor roles. 

Further details and the application forms are all available on the school website: https://www.wellesleyparkschool.com/our-

school/vacancies.htm 

Volunteering Opportunities 

We anticipate that from September we will be able to welcome volunteers into school to hear 
children read and to support our school community. We know that this is mutually rewarding 
for the children and those that volunteer and we are recruiting for people to come and help 
within the school from September.  

If you would like to volunteer (subject to an interview process and appropriate DBS/police checks – in line with 
Safeguarding guidance) please do contact the school office, as we would love to hear from you.  

Message from Somerset Music - Choir Opportunities  

We are always open to new members to join at any point throughout the year, with no audition to join. The 
Training choir is open to children age 8 - 12 and our Senior Choir open to children age 13-21. It is a wonderful 
opportunity for like-minded children from across the county who have a love of singing to come together in song. Alongside 
the fun element, County Youth Choir also focus on developing the technical skills of singing and encourage children to use 
their voices in a healthy way.  

We will be rehearsing on Wednesday 25
th
 & Thursday 26

th
 August at Willowdown Primary Academy in Bridgwater and are 

excited to announce that we will be performing at the Bath & West Country Festival on Friday 27
th
 August. 

If you are interested in taking part in the summer course then please can you get in touch with Mrs Whittle to complete our 
online Initial Interest Form.   

Please also see our main website page SomersetCountyYouthChoir for more information on the County Youth Choirs and 
the dates for this term. The subscription cost for three day summer course is £30.00. 

https://www.somerset.org.uk/sites/somersetmusic/Pages/SomersetCountyYouthChoir.aspx 

Somerset Libraries Summer Reading Challenge 

The Summer Reading Challenge is a national event run by The Reading Agency and Libraries to 

encourage children to enjoy reading over the summer holidays. This years theme is all about 

looking after the environment.  

 On Monday 12th July we enjoyed a virtual assembly about the challenge.   Children will be encouraged to read books from 
the library, collecting stickers for each one. When they return their 6th book, they can get a certificate and a medal! 

Please see the attached flyer for more details on how to register.   

Happy Reading! 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.somerset.org.uk%2Fsites%2Fsomersetmusic%2FPages%2FSomersetCountyYouthChoir.aspx&data=04%7C01%7CEBrodie%40somerset.gov.uk%7C229e1fe3c8b64e380e0608d9478f9208%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cc
https://www.somerset.org.uk/sites/somersetmusic/Pages/SomersetCountyYouthChoir.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

Message from Mr Morris, PE Lead and Year 6 Class Teacher 

We had a fantastic Sports Day on Thursday 15th July! The children were absolutely amazing, the sun shone and smiling 
faces were seen all around the field.  

I would like to take this opportunity to say a massive congratulations and thank you to all the children here at Wellesley 
Park for their determination and clear support of each other - the essence of Wellesley Park spirit! 

The children did tremendously well adapting to the unique structure this year. All children remained in their bubble groups 
and rotated around activities with their class teachers and support staff who cleaned all equipment between groups. The 
restrictions in place gave us an excellent opportunity to enable all children to participate in each event.  We were 
particularly impressed by the amazing team spirit and collaborative cheering for their class members. We are hopeful to 
return to normal operations next year and appreciate your support with the unusual circumstances this year.  

Finally, can we say a massive thank you to our House Captains who went the extra mile today, coming in early to help set 
up. 

I am pleased to announce that the winning house this year are... Quantock Green!!!  Well done to all of you! 
 
This was closely followed by Mendip Red, Exmoor Yellow and Blackdown Blue.  
 
Have a great weekend!  



Forest School/Outdoor Learning Update from Miss James - Outdoor Education & Forest School Leader  

There are just a couple of reminders now the sun is out and temperatures are rising: 

 Please do check the weather forecast as we are having lots of spells of rain at the moment so children will still need 

waterproof coats as we do stay out no matter the weather! 

 Children will still need sensible clothes, sun hat (if available) and shoes for Outdoor Learning. No sandals or flip flops please – 

we do a lot of running around! 

 On Outdoor Learning and Forest School days, children might want to bring in an extra water bottle. 

 Please can sun cream be applied BEFORE your child comes to school. 

Outdoor Learning Highlights 

In Year 3, we have made our amazing junk instruments and had a fantastic music festival! The 
children made all of their own instruments and formed bands, we had great band names such as; we 
will rock you, Girl Power and more! As a band we had to come up with our own songs and then 
performed them in front of a very enthusiastic audience! We had so much fun! 

In Year 6, we have really enjoyed our art topic, we have looked at how to draw different landscapes, 
we have learnt how to draw with different landscapes and this week we looked at using the pointillism 

technique to draw different perspectives in nature and how to show the contrast in colours and light. 
We looked at examples of pointillism from Monet and George Seurat and saw how effective and 
different pointillism is from normal paintings.  

Forest School Update 

We have had some very special visitors in the last couple of weeks – chickens!! They have made a 

wonderful addition to our Forest School! The children have loved finding and feeding them big juicy 

worms!  

We have been creating forts, finding lots of frogs, creating potions and 3 course meals in the mud 
kitchen! We have been super busy! 

Miss James’  

In every newsletter, Miss James includes a ‘wish list’ of everyday household items that are needed to 

help make Outdoor Learning and Forest School both fun and educational!  

We are hoping that you may have these items laying around the house or shed, collecting dust.   If you 

do have something and are willing to part with it, could you please give it to your child to bring in.  We 

will make sure it is quarantined and sanitised before other children handle it. 

This week’s wish list:  

 Top soil/compost!! 

 Watering cans 

 Buckets/storage boxes 

Thank you everyone!  

Class Dojo House Points - Half Term Winners 

At the end of each week, dojo points that have been awarded to the children are added up and 

the house totals are calculated for the whole school.  At the end of each half-term we have a 

non-school uniform day as a reward for the house that have been awarded the most dojos.  The 

results for this half-term are as follows: 

 

Exmoor  -  2405 
Blackdown -  2020 
Quantock -   2132  

Mendip -  1911 
 
On Thursday 23rd July children in Exmoor house can enjoy a non-school uniform day to celebrate, wearing an item of 
yellow clothing if they wish.  Well done to everyone! 



Reception 

What a busy week we've had in Reception yet again!  We've practised for Sports Day, chose our races and found time to 
practise our phonics and our numbers.  

We had our Minibeast madness day (sadly minus real exotic minibeasts!) but instead we coloured our own flying insects 
that we could take home and we used temporary tattoos to learn about some minibeasts that live in other parts of the 
world!  

We had Sports Day on Thursday which was absolutely amazing! All of the children tried incredibly hard, they cheered 
each other on and no one was upset about where they placed.  

Well done Reception - you are BRILLIANT!  

Pre-school 

This week the children have been focusing on Malleable play.  We have been playing 
with flour and water, sand, shaving foam and mark making.  The children have been 
getting creative in the mud kitchen and have also been enjoying leavers poems. 

Water play has included pouring and tipping, funnels and sponges.  We have also 
had fun with the ball run, music, circle games, stories, letters and sounds and leaf 
printing. 

Please may I remind about the importance of sun hats and sun cream at this time of 
year.  Please can all children also have water bottles with them at Pre-school.   

Our Pre-school party is next Friday!  Please look out for messages on Class Dojo for more details. 

Year 1 

How have we only got one more week left of this school year?! We have had a very busy couple of weeks and have 

managed to fit in many things! In English, we have continued to look at our non-chronological report on aliens and have 

been recapping conjunctions and learning about the structure of a non-chron report, generalisers and add-ons! We have 

started to innovate the text so we can write our own non-chron report! In maths, we have been experimenting with 

weighing, using the language associated with this and also solving problems based on our understanding. We also had a 

very successful sports day! The children were absolutely fantastic and were extremely supportive of each other. The 

weather was glorious and we had a blast! Fingers crossed that next year, we will be back to normal and can share this 

awesome day with our parents again! 

We just want to say a massive thank you to all of our children for being so amazing over the course of the year and 

another huge thank you to our parents for your continued support and understanding with home and in school learning. It 

has been another strange year but it hasn’t stopped us having a fantastic one in school! Have an awesome summer 

break! 



Year 2 

We cannot believe we are writing the final newsletter for this academic year. We have had such a fantastic time in Year 2 

and it has been amazing to see all the children grow. We have thoroughly enjoyed the time we have spent together and all 

the fantastic topics we have covered over the year.  

We all enjoyed our author visit this week, Tom McLaughlin was able to share some of his stories with us and able to show 

how he creates his illustrations.  

The children thoroughly enjoyed taking part in Sports Day this week. From participating in the running races, bean bag 

race, skipping, obstacle course and egg and spoon race and supporting their class mates.  

Thank you for all your support over this year especially over how crazy the year has been. The children have all shown 
great resilience and have worked amazingly hard in school and their time during home learning. We wish you all the best 
for Year 3.  

Year 3 

Another busy 2 weeks in Year 3!  

We have finished innovating our Talk 4 Writing stories and have really tried to create suspense and tension in them. Miss 

Bardle and Mrs Weston are really looking forward to next week and our hot writes! The children are planning to scare their 

teachers when they mark the stories! 

We were lucky to go on a trip to The Wellesley Cinema to see Peter Rabbit 2! Our own private viewing! It was amazing 

and the children behaved brilliantly during the duration of the trip!  

We thoroughly enjoyed our Sports Day and the sun shone for us! We did a whole Year 3 sack relay race, which was just 
hilarious as you can imagine. The children had a super day taking part in all the activities and showed great 
sportsmanship. We will upload photos and videos to Dojo so you can enjoy it too. 



Year 4 

Year 4 have had a great couple of weeks. In Science, we have been learning about electricity 
and the children have been making complete circuits to demonstrate how electricity flows.  

Last week they tested materials to assess whether they were insulators (their motor did not 
work) or conductors (the circuit was complete and their motors, buzzers or bulbs worked).  

In History, we are coming to the end of our Viking and Anglo Saxon topics.  In our last lesson 
the children learned about the Battle of Hastings and how King Harold was shot in the eye, 
and William Duke of Normandy became our next ruler - marking the beginning of the 
Normans.  

We all really enjoyed our football afternoon as well, it was so much fun and got us ready for a 
fabulous Sports Day.   

In Read as a Reader lessons, we have been looking at play scripts and hope to perform a 
Viking play to each other before the end of term. It has been a brilliant year in Year 4 and 
Miss Blake and I would like to thank you for your support. Everyone has worked so hard in 
class and all deserve a wonderful summer break.  

Year 5 

Year 5 had a fantastic two days away at Wildwood, Escot last week. The 

weather was on our side for most of the trip, which made it even better! On 

Thursday, the children participated in several activities after they unpacked their 

things into the yurts and explored the area they were staying in. First of all, they 

made their own name badges out of wood, using a drill with an adult to create a 

hole for their string. After this, the children took part in a few team building 

activities such as blindfolded puzzle making and working together to move 

across an area as a team. This was thoroughly enjoyed and the children loved 

the competition! The children then got to spend some time working their way 

through the maze, navigating to the middle, which was much harder than we 

thought! 

In the evening, we had some delicious spaghetti bolognese with garlic bread for 

dinner and then we joined in toasting marshmallows around the camp fire whilst 

playing some campfire games and singing ‘It’s coming home’.  To finish the 

evening, we had a hilarious and entertaining talent show with many wonderful 

performers (several comedic acts as well as some poets and musicians). 

Everyone then settled down for the night in their yurts and participated in some mindfulness to relax and calm them to 

sleep. During the night, the children were really well behaved and slept very well.  

On Friday, we woke up early and had yummy bacon baps for breakfast before we set off for our bush craft activities. We 

split into two groups for this and carried out activities in the woodland area. The children then worked in small groups to 

create a waterproof shelter out of natural materials that they could find and then had a go at creating a fire. To end the trip, 

most of the children then completed the legendary swamp walk! It was cold, wet and very muddy but it was brilliant fun! 

Although we had some unfortunate travel disruptions, we hope that everyone came home and told you all about our 
fantastic trip because Mrs Cutler and I thoroughly enjoyed ourselves! A final thank you needs to go to all of the amazing 
staff, who gave up their free time to attend the camp with us: Mrs Wrightson, Mrs Jones, Miss James, Miss Hill, Mrs Hartley
-Criddle.  

Please see the next page for more photos… 

 



Year 5 Residential Pictures Continued  
 
 

 



Year 6 
 
Year 6 have had an exciting couple of weeks - we cannot believe it is nearly the end of their time with us!  
 
In our Read as a Reader sessions, we have continued to explore the amazing short stories in our book by David Long - 
Survivors. Ask your children about the incredible stories of Aron Ralston (Canyoneer) and Ernest Shackleton 
(Commander), we are sure they will enjoy sharing these amazing adventures with you!  
 
In History, our work on the epic voyage of The Titanic is coming to a conclusion and the children are currently working on 
artistic double-page spreads.  
 
The children thoroughly enjoyed their transition morning at Court Fields School and returned full of enthusiasm and pizza! 
In school, we are continuing our transition project, discussing the important matters of change and 'bouncebackability'! We 
have been impressed with how mature the children have been in our discussions about the next important stage in their 
education.  
 
We are reaching the end of our MoneySense Maths through NatWest bank - again the children have shown maturity here. 
We also had an amazing Sports Day yesterday - Well done to everyone for their efforts and determination! 
 
Please can we remind you that our end of year picnic for Year 6 will take place during the afternoon of Thursday 22nd July 
2021. Your child should bring in a light lunch on that day and picnic food for the afternoon.  


