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Headteacher’s Comment 

Dear Parents/Carers,   

As we reach the end of our 2nd lockdown week, it seems amazing to reflect on just how quickly we have all 

adapted to such a sudden and unexpected start to our new school year.  As a teaching team, we have 

adjusted to the delivery of ‘school as normal’ teaching to many, whilst also ensuring that we provide quality 

remote learning provision and feedback to those at home. I would therefore, like to take this opportunity to 

firstly, thank both my amazing WP team – for their integrity, dedication and professional, caring approach to 

everything that they have stepped up to achieve - I appreciate that it has been very challenging.  Secondly, 

you as parents/carers – you have inspired me with your willingness to engage with remote learning and I have 

been overwhelmed by your positive support for all that we are doing.  So, thank you WP community – you are 

truly wonderful!  I hope you have all had a successful week; we are missing you all.   

We are ensuring that we keep up with all the latest government guidance and in many areas, we appear to be ahead of the curve! 

However, as we know things are likely to change with little notice, so we will always endeavour to inform you of any changes, as soon as 

possible.   

Please do remember, that you can contact your child’s class teacher with any information/concerns via Class Dojo, as well as members 

of the SLT through use of the school email/phone, for any other matters.  We are all here for you.  

Remote Learning and Class Dojo Portfolios  

Thank you for all the home learning that has been uploaded to Class Dojo, we really appreciate all the help and support you have given 

already.  I hope that you found the Parent/Carer - Remote Learning Handbook a useful tool.   

The easiest way for us to view and comment on home learning is through the use of portfolios.  We can directly provide feedback on the 

work uploaded and you, as parents, or the children can comment back.   

To do this, you will need to switch to your child's account. This is done slightly differently depending on your device and if you are 

accessing via the web or app. Generally, it is accessed by clicking the picture icon/drop down menu in the top corner of the screen and 

then selecting the child's account you would like to access. If you have more than one child, they should all appear here. You can then 

use the child account to post to portfolios on Class Dojo.   

Older children will be able to access their own account and upload and comment on portfolios themselves. You will then be able to see 

anything posted to their portfolio whilst in your parent account.   

Please try not to send multiple pictures of home learning to the messages facility on Class Dojo as we are unable to individually view and 

comment on each picture. They also do not get added to your child's portfolio, which will provide a record of all home learning that can 

be easily reviewed at any time.  

In addition, please may we also request that portfolio uploads are kept to just your child's work that is evidencing 'Remote Learning' from 

their daily timetable. This is in order to ensure manageability for our school staff, as they are also having to manage classroom teaching, 

feedback and planning, as well as the addition of remote learning. We appreciate how lovely it is for us to see all of your child's extra-

curricular activities, but we do also need to ensure that the workload and wellbeing of our hardworking staff, is also considered.  

If you would like any further support with using Class Dojo please contact your child's teacher. There are also lots of help articles 

available to view at: https://classdojo.zendesk.com/hc/en-us   

Enjoy your weekend, stay home and stay safe.   

Best Wishes,  

Mrs Wilkins   

15th Jan 2021 



Free Resources - Explaining COVID-19 to Younger Children   

Clare Shaw - www.csbooks.com has provided us with a link to a free online resource 

which explains COVID-19 to younger children and helps to alleviate anxieties or fears: 

https://www.flipsnack.com/CSKidsBooks/what-s-going-on.html  

 

Communicating to School a Positive COVID Test Result 

If you receive a positive COVID test result during the weekend, for your child or a member of your household, please text 

or call the school mobile and leave a message giving details.   

The mobile number is 07395 161339 (this phone will only be checked daily). 

When to self-isolate and what to do  

Self-isolate immediately if you develop symptoms or someone in your support bubble has tested positive and either:  

- you've been in close contact with them since their symptoms started or during the 48 hours before their symptoms 

started  

- you've been in close contact with them since they had the test or during the 48 hours before their test (if they have not 

had symptoms)  

- Your self-isolation period includes the day you were last in contact with the person and the next 10 full days.  

When to stop self-isolating  

You can stop self-isolating after the 10 days if you do not get any symptoms. You can find more information on the NHS 

website:   

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-

do/  

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/


Healthy Mums 
 
Healthy Mums is back with two exciting free opportunities for pregnant women and new mums in 
Somerset. 
  
Healthy Mums is a free 6-week online programme where ladies can try new activities and learn 
how to achieve a healthy lifestyle for themselves and their little ones with other likeminded 
mums. They are suitable for ladies at any stage of pregnancy and new mums. 
 
Sessions will run Tuesday mornings 10.30-11.30pm from 26th Jan, with a break for half term, on 
Zoom. Tiffany Wood, SASP Community Lifestyle Officer and ante-post natal trained exercise 
Instructor, will run these sessions. Topics will include healthy diet, pelvic floor health and mental 
health and wellbeing. 
 
Moving Mums is a free block of exercise classes for ladies to try regular pregnancy and post -natal exercise 
sessions, with healthy lifestyle information woven in to boost ladies knowledge and confidence of how to be a healthy mum. 
They are suitable for ladies at any stage of pregnancy and new mums.  Sessions will run on Wednesday evenings from 
6.30-7.30pm starting 3

rd
 Feb and with a break for half term, on Zoom.  The Instructor for these sessions is Jodie Barratt, 

Somerset Health Visitor and former Midwife, who is an ante/post-natal trained exercise Instructor. 
  
Ladies can book a place on either of these classes via the website:   
 
Healthy Mums - https://www.sslcourses.co.uk/courses/course/healthy-mums-sasp/  
Moving Mums - https://www.sasp.co.uk/events/2021/02/moving-mums-online-exercise-class 

 

Government initiative to help with online learning   

The Government has announced a scheme to temporarily increase data allowances on mobile devices to support 

disadvantaged children who do not have broadband at home, cannot afford additional data for their devices, they’re 

critically extremely vulnerable and are facing restrictions that prevent them from going to school.  

If you would benefit from this Government initiative, please contact Mrs Froud our Inclusion Admin Officer for further 

information through the school email address or by phoning the school office.   

Free School Meal Provision 

We have been working hard to plan for those children who are entitled to Free School 

Meals. If you are entitled to Free School Meals and your child did not attend school from 

Tuesday 5th January, then an ASDA voucher will be posted to you next week.   

From the 18th January, if your child is entitled to a Free School Meal and they are not in 

school, then you will continue to receive weekly £15 vouchers, via email, from Edenred. 

This will be for the duration of the Coronavirus School Closure. The voucher will be sent 

out as soon as possible.   

At the bottom of the page is the guidance supplied by Edenred to help you redeem your 

voucher once you have received your email.  

If you experience any difficulty, please contact us at school.   

If you are struggling financially and may benefit from additional financial support please do apply for your child to receive 

free school meals via the following online link:   

https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal    



Pre-school 

Welcome back to a fresh new term!  I know it isn't the start we expected or wanted, but we 

have made many adaptions to make our families feel safe and connected. 

 

We have been focusing on transport and dinosaurs over the last few weeks.  We also took 

the children on a fabulous nature walk and looked for beetles and spikey leaves. 

 

We have been in regular contact with our Pre-school families and have put together a 

weekly information sheet for you to follow.  This includes your child's ‘next steps’ to do 

during the term.  It is important to note that this is a guide so please don't feel pressured to 

do too much.  Play is so important at this young age, as well as stories. 

 

I hope you are finding the letters and sounds activities useful, as well as story time.  We will continue to keep you as 

connected as we can to our Pre-school day.  Please feel free to use Class Dojo to contact us at anytime, or call us at the 

Pre-school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception 

In Reception, we have been learning the 3 Billy Goats Gruff story. We've been learning to sign the 

story and to retell it using a story map.  

In Maths, we've been showing we understand what the number '0' looks like and also finding 

different ways to split 5 into two pairs of numbers.  

We've been learning new sounds in phonics.  We have explored the icy weather and taken a 

virtual tour around a Christian church building.  

We have talked about things that are safe to put on and into our bodies and in PE we've been 

moving like dinosaurs!  

In Music, we are learning to find the beat to a song and in school we've used the glockenspiels to 

play along to Simon Says!  



Year 2 

We want to start by saying how proud we are of all the amazing learning that has been 

happening at home and in school over the last 2 weeks. The children have shown so 

much resilience, both in and out of school, with adapting to the rapid changes that have 

happened. In school, the children have really enjoyed starting to learn more about 

multiplication and can now use arrays to calculate their 2s, 5s and 10s times tables. 

Hopefully, you have all now had your login to Numbots. We've had lots of children tell us 

how much they are enjoying it already! Please let us know how you're finding it.  

In English, we've been practicing using past tense verbs to show when our story takes 

place and have enjoyed creating suspense using scary sentences about the dragon. We 

have had lots of comments about how your children are enjoying the Oak Academy 

lessons, especially Science - understanding what a living thing needs to survive.  

We have very much enjoyed seeing all the fantastic work that has been uploaded to your 

child’s portfolio each day. It has been wonderful to see all the hard work that you are 

continuing to do inside and outside of school. Well done team Year 2! 

Year 1 

Well, what a start to the term! The children got stuck straight back into their learning and really 

enjoyed sampling some porridge when we began our new Talk 4 Writing story “The Magic 

Porridge Pot”.  

The children have also been consolidating their knowledge of numbers to 20 and learning that 

two digit numbers are made up of 10’s and 1’s. In Art, the children have been comparing 

artists and thoroughly enjoyed learning about Andy Goldsworthy and trying out his famous 

‘Rain shadows’.  

Thank you for the wonderful work you are doing at home too! The children are really engaging 

well and we love seeing the photos and videos you are sending in.  



Year 3 

What a whirlwind of a 2 weeks we have had and what amazing resilience 

you have all shown, well done Year 3’s and Mums and Dads!  We are 

both super impressed with the work that is being sent in via Class Dojo 

and the work that is being produced in class.  

 

We are really enjoying the time over at IKB school, riding on the bus and 

climbing the stairs. The children have all settled really well with the new 

routine. This week we have begun to learn our 4 times table and are becoming much more confident at dividing, 

multiplying and problem solving.  

 

In English, we have started describing settings and will be applying this to our Little Red Riding Hood story over 

the next few lessons.  In History and Geography this term we are going to be learning all about Egypt and the 

children have been captivated by this topic already. We had great fun this week writing our names and secret 

codes in hieroglyphics. 

 

Keep safe everyone! 

 

 

 

Year 4 

Year 4 have had a brilliant start to the Spring term, both at home learning and at 

school.  In English, we have been looking at discussion texts and learning how to 

write them.  

In Maths, we have been dividing and multiplying by 10 and 100 and have learnt 

how to move place value spaces rather than adding or removing zeros. Science 

this half term involves finding out about different types of vertebrates and how we 

group them into mammals, reptiles, birds, fish and amphibians - the children have 

been having fun with this during outdoor learning as well as in the classroom.  

We are looking at 'Being an Architect' in DT this half term and the children have 

loved finding out about how to build strong structures as well as thinking about 

the planning process of building their dream homes. We are studying Christians 

in RE and have been looking at the parts of the bible as well as understanding 

what is important to Christians.  In History, we are looking at the Iron Age and 

have created a timeline.  We especially loved Ed's 5 page timeline he completed 

at home.  

It has been a jam packed start to the year and we are all having lots of fun at 

home and in school.  



Year 5 

Well, this term has definitely started off with a bang! Year 5 have worked very hard over the past couple of weeks, both in 

school and at home so thank you all!  

In Maths, we have been looking at the perimeter and area of a range of 2-D shapes. We have discussed the different 

formulas that we can use to work these out and have practised measuring a range of shapes accurately. 

In English, we have been looking at a newspaper article linked to the canal and have focussed on the use of direct and 

indirect speech. We have drawn our own story maps for the text to help us remember it and have been practising using 

adverbials within our writing.  

In History, we have started our new topic about the Tudors. We have looked at who the Tudors are, why they were 

significant and created our own Tudor rose. 

In Science, we have started looking at the reproduction of plants and have had a go at reproducing our very own spider 

plant or potato!  

Year 6  

What an unusual start to the New Year it has been! We have been so impressed by how the 

children have adapted to the new arrangements and very proud of their continued resilient and 

positive attitude to learning - well done! 

In school, we are following a similar timetable to those of you learning at home. In History, we 

have begun our new fascinating topic about the ancient civilisation of Benin and in Science we are 

continuing with our topic of Evolution. 

 

We are enjoying our new English unit based on our model text 'The Gas Mask' which is a portal 

tale with setting as our focus. A mysterious case arrived containing a number of items dating back 

as far as 1929! This week the children have been getting to grips with our deepening 

understanding sessions to enable us to explore the features of quality setting description. Prior to 

that, we have created actions for the text and completed story maps. In maths, we are continuing 

with our work on decimals - dividing and multiplying with them. 

 

You may be aware that SATs this year will no longer be taking place for Year 6. We will continue 

to work closely with the secondary schools to ensure they have all the information they require in 

terms of the social and academic needs of every child, to enable a smooth transition come 

September 2021. We will provide more information about this over the coming months and will of 

course keep you up-to-date with the progress of your child/children. Currently, we are awaiting 

further guidance from the Department for Education about end of year assessments. If you have 

any queries about this then please do not hesitate to get in touch via Class Dojo. 

 


