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Headteacher’s Comment 

As we enter the second week of the second National Lockdown, I would like to thank you all for your 

understanding, as we have increased our precautionary measures as a school.   

The first two weeks have gone well and our fabulous children continue to bounce in daily, ready to learn and 

excited to be at school. I would like to take this opportunity to thank our many parents, who continue to take care 

to maintain social distancing at drop off and collection time.  However, please do remember that it is important 

for parents to maintain their own social distancing and to not congregate, or continue to stay on site, for longer 

than necessary; please ensure that you are wearing a face mask and do make sure that only one adult brings, 

or collects, your child. We all appreciate your support in making this work, for all members of our school 

community.  

This week we have warmly welcomed Mrs Burtenshaw to our Mid-day supervisor team.   

Learning excitement continues at Wellesley Park and I am sure that you have enjoyed seeing the many updates and pictures of learning 

that are posted on Class Dojo as well as on our regular newsletter; ensuring that you are aware of all that your children are learning.   

On my recent learning walk, there was real evidence that our children are demonstrating their intrinsic motivation to apply their new 

knowledge and skills and continue to happily and confidently share their learning. Please remember that the curriculum term plan, which 

sets out the learning for this half term, can be found on our school website – under the year group tab.   

Our staff are committed to providing a high-quality education to your child and to constantly improve their learning.  As part of this, 

communication with parents is very important to us and we always strive to ensure that we communicate well with parents. We want to 

foster a community where people are treated with mutual respect and courtesy.  

However, I am saddened to report that not all communication with staff has been respectful or appropriate. My staff should never be 

subjected to abusive, offensive or threatening communications.  As a school, we will take action to protect our staff from this.  

I would also like to remind parents/carers of the signed code of conduct and the school communication flow chart, outlining our tiered 

approach to resolving concerns. In order to ensure a successful exchange of information, it is important that all parties follow a few key 

principles, which are outlined below: 

 Maintain respectful and open communication  . 

 Always use a respectful and polite tone.   

 Request – please don’t demand.   

 Be prepared not just to provide information, but to listen to the teacher/staff member’s observations and perspectives.   

 Enter the exchange with an open mind and please assume a shared best interest for your child.   

 Be prepared to work collaboratively, to solve problems. 

 Recognise that confidentiality may limit information that can be shared from school to parents, including consequences for other 

pupils’ behaviours.  

 

As some of you may know, today is World Kindness Day and promotes the importance of being kind to each other, to yourself and to the 

world. Kindness starts with: One smile. One compliment. One conversation.  Appropriately, I would like to note my continued thanks to 

all of our staff, at Wellesley Park, who continue to work tirelessly, over and above their school-day working hours; ensuring the very best 

for every child in our amazing school.   

 

With best wishes, 

Mrs Wilkins 

13th Nov 2020 



E-Safety - Parental controls offered by your home internet provider 

We are all acutely aware that due to current lockdown restriction, children may be 

spending more time than usual on the internet.    

The 4 big internet providers in the UK – BT, Sky, TalkTalk and Virgin Media  

provide their customers with free parental controls which can be activated at any 

time. This allows you to set up filters on your home internet to help prevent age inappropriate content being accessed on 

devices in your home. They have come together to produce these helpful video guides to help you to download and set-up 

the controls offered by your provider.    

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parental-controls-offered-your-home-internet-provider  

Food Parcels 
 
During the COVID pandemic, you may have been furloughed for a long period, lost your job or fallen into hardship through 
no fault of your own. We are here to support all of our families and can provide food parcels now and for Christmas. If you 
need a little help then please email sch.393@educ.somerset.gov.uk This will be in strict confidence and remember we are 
not here to judge.   

Pupil Premium 

 

The pupil premium is additional funding that the Government provides for each child, who is believed to be disadvantaged 

from achieving their best in education. At Wellesley Park Primary School, we provide high quality education and 

enrichment opportunities for all our pupils, regardless of ability or background. However, it is useful to receive this funding 

for all children who are entitled to it.  

 

If your child/ren are entitled to free school meals, or a member of the household is currently in receipt, or has been in the 

last six years of Universal credit then please do apply through this hyperlink https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/

PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal   

 
How do I qualify?  
 
Parents/carers who receive any of the following are entitled to free school meals:   
 

 Income support (IS)  

 Employment Support Allowance (Income related)  

 Universal Credit with an annual household income of below £7400 after tax  

 Income-based Job Seekers Allowance (IBJSA)  

 Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit  

 Support under Part V! of the immigration and Asylum Act 1999  

 Child Tax Credit provided they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit, with an annual taxable income (as assessed by      
HMR&C) of less than £16,190   

Attendance Data 

Attendance by class for period 02/11/20 to 06/11/20 (1 week period due to half term the previous week): 

 

Gruffalo  96.90%  BFG  96.12%  Galadriel 98.33%    

Kipper  96.06%  Matilda  99.22%  Thorin  96.96%   

Jasper  100%  Hufflepuff 96.58%  Bagheera 100%   

Peter Rabbit 98.39%  Gryffindor 96.43%  Akela  99.57%    

Mrs TW  97.41%           

mailto:sch.393@educ.somerset.gov.uk
https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal
https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.asp?fm_formalias=freeschoolmeal


New Admissions 

It is getting to that time of the year when you are probably considering which school you will send 

your children to next September and I hope that you will be choosing Wellesley Park.   

I usually enjoy showing off our school and giving prospective parents the chance to see our children 

and staff at work and play! Unfortunately, both the LA and DfE have advised to not have visitors to 

school at this time. A virtual tour will be uploaded to our website in the next few weeks,   

The online application portal on our website is now available:   https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/apply-

to-start-school/ The closing date for starting school is 15th January 2021.    

Please note no letters will be sent to parents/carers informing them of the need to apply. However, the Local Authority will 

chase parents who have not applied a couple of weeks before the closing date.  

Communicating to School a Positive COVID Test Result 

If you receive a positive COVID test result over the weekend for your child or a member of your household, please text or 

call the school mobile and leave a message giving details.  The mobile number is 07395 161339 (this phone will only be 

checked daily over the weekend). 

A gentle reminder   

 

Please ensure that your child has everything they need for the day ahead at school. An increasing number 

of children are arriving without book bags, drinks bottles, PE/Outdoor Learning kit or a coat. With the 

current COVID restrictions we ask that parents do not drop items into school, during the day, unless 

absolutely necessary.  

Tempest Photography - Orders Reminder 

Please note that the closing date for photograph orders is Monday 16th November.  If you have not yet ordered your child’s 

photograph and wish to do so, please visit www.tempest-orders.co.uk using the details on your Tempest order form. 

  

Midday Supervisor Vacancy 

We currently have a vacancy for a Midday Supervisor. Further details can be found on the Vacancies 

section of the school website: https://www.wellesleyparkschool.com/our-school/vacancies.htm  

  

Anti-Bullying Week - Odd Sock Day! 

Next week is Anti-Bullying week 2020! The week kicks off with Odd Socks Day on Monday 16th November. This is such an 

important week in the school calendar. The children will be carrying out activities linked to this throughout the week but to 

begin, it would be great if the children could come in wearing odd socks! 

The socks can be as colourful as you like! We look forward to seeing the children putting their best foot forward on 

Monday! Many thanks for your support with this event.  

 

  



Remembrance Day 

As part of Remembrance Day, Wellesley Park 

Primary School made a variety of different 

coloured poppies to display outside of the 

school. Each year group had a different 

coloured poppy and learnt about the meaning 

behind each colour. 

 

Red - the most the most famous symbol used 

to commemorate those who sacrificed their 

lives in World War One and conflicts that 

followed. 

 

Purple -is often worn to remember animals 

that have been victims of war 

 

Black - represents the contributions from the black African and Caribbean communities 

 

White - some people believe that the red poppy glorifies war, so the white poppy is worn to highlight a focus of the peace 

that came after the war.  

 

Year 6 also made silhouettes of soldiers and made medals with the names of soldiers from Wellington who fought in the 

world wars. The whole school also took part in a two minute silence on Wednesday. 

 



Children In Need 

Wow! Didn’t you all look amazing today?! 

Well done Wellesley Park for your super contribution to this cause. We have raised an amazing £309.66 which will be sent 

to ‘Potters Pounds’ to help families within Wellington facing food poverty due to the impact of COVID-19. Thank you all! 



Wellesley Park Wellbeing  

Message from Mrs Hartley-Criddle - Deputy Headteacher and SENDCo 

 

The Importance of A Healthy Lunch Box 

The importance of packing a healthy lunchbox is immeasurable. Children are more alert and focused when they're fuelled 

with healthy food. What's in their lunchbox can make up to a third of their daily nutrients and provides all of the energy they need 

to get through an action-packed day. 

 

In school, we have noticed an increasing trend for children to have lunch boxes not only bulging with far more food than they 

actually need - potentially adding to the growing nationwide problem of childhood obesity and all of the future health risks that 

come with this (heart/fitness/ Type 2 diabetes etc) - but also we are seeing far more pre-packaged and process foods than ever 

before and these are almost always far too high in salts, preservatives and sugars, than is good for our little ones. 

It is now not uncommon for us to see children with the all of the following in one lunch box: 

 

 a shop-bought/pre-packaged sandwich/wrap or cheese & biscuit ensemble (high salt) 

 a shop-bought/pre-packaged pepperami (extremely high salt) 

 a packet of crisps (high salt) 

 a chocolate bar (high fats and sugars) - sometimes even two! 

 a yoghurt (some have hidden high sugar contents) 

 a pre-packaged cheese string (high salt/fat) and or a pre-packaged dried fruit wrap (sugars) 

 a fruit squash drink (some have high sugars) 

 

As a school, we really appreciate the busy lives of our families and how much easier it is to just pop-in the food packets, rather 

than peeling and cutting up things yourself and of course there are times when 'needs must!' We are only human after all. 

However, when this is happening day in and day out, we also have a responsibility to consider the health of the child. Are they 

having enough fibre/protein and natural sugars to get them through the school day? Are their behaviours significantly more 

sluggish / less productive / or impulsive and dysregulated through the afternoons and if so, could poor nutritional value lunches be 

a part of the problem? 

 

As parents ourselves, we also appreciate the desire to show love and affection through food—it is so tempting to want to treat our 

beautiful children with an abundance of 'nice things' to eat, especially when they are not with us; but we should be considering the 

long-term impact of those extra calories / sugars and fats on a longer-term basis, rather than just day to day. Food 'treats' should 

be just that, a 'treat' - not a daily / or multiple times a day, normal occurrence. 

 

Try to encourage your children to 'Love Their Lunch Box' by getting them to help you with exciting fillings, preparing fruit and veg 

and creating exciting dips of their own - it really can have a tremendously, positive effect on picky eaters, or over-eaters! 

 

In order to help you with ideas for the best lunch boxes for your lovely children - I have put some recommendations on the next 

page... 

 



1 of each of the following: 

 

Fresh fruit: best choices include fresh or tinned fruit. Dried fruit is sticky and high in sugar, so have it occasionally. Best left out of 

the lunch box are dried fruit bars and ‘straps’, which are very high in sugar, low in fibre and stick to children’s teeth causing tooth 

decay. Almost all cereal ‘bars’ are too high in sugar to include regularly, but cereal bars may be better for teeth than chewy sticky 

muesli bars. Try to avoid muesli bars and chocolate bars in lunch boxes. These are expensive and usually stuck together with 

fats and sugars. 

Crunchy vegetables: try vegetable sticks with dip or a small container with mixed vegetables such as cherry tomatoes, carrot 

sticks, capsicum and cucumber. Chips and packets of crisps are best left for parties and special occasions. 

A meat or protein food: such as slices of lean, unprocessed meat, hardboiled egg, peanut butter or nut paste*  

A dairy food: such as a cheese stick or slice, grated cheese, milk or yoghurt:  include a small drink of milk (freeze overnight) 

wrapped in a cloth in the lunch box. Fruit yoghurts should be kept cool in an insulated lunch box. Best left out of the lunch box are 

‘dairy desserts’ and flavoured milks, which are high in sugar. Pre-packaged (occasionally) or your own homemade versions of 

cheese and crackers are fine. Children enjoy mini packaged cheeses. Avoid sweet dips such as chocolate spreads. 

A starchy food: such as bread, a roll, pita or flat bread, fruit bread or crackers:  ‘Oven-baked’ savoury biscuits are just as 

high in salt and fat as chips and are best avoided. Include a variety of bread, especially if children begin to lose interest in 

sandwiches. Try bread rolls, pita bread, flat bread, bagels, fruit loaf or buns, foccacias, scones, pikelets, muffins, crumpets, 

crispbreads, rice cakes or corn thins. Fillings can include vegemite or other yeast extract, peanut butter, cheese (try different 

types), tuna, egg, sliced cold meats, baked beans, grated carrot and lettuce, chopped roast meat with pickles or chutney, and 

avocado. Dips like chickpea (hummus), cucumber, yoghurt (tzatziki) or spinach also make good spreads. Avoid chocolate 

spreads, jams and honey, and fatty meats like salami. Try making your own muffins and cakes, as a great way to include more 

fruit and vegetables. Examples include sultana, carrot, zucchini, banana or pumpkin. Donuts and creamy cakes are best offered 

at birthdays and special occasions instead of in lunch boxes. 

Water. 

 

I hope you find this helpful.  Happy, healthy eating everybody!   

Gaming Safety for our children 

As the NSPCC says - gaming is a great way for young people to relax, socialise with their friends 

and have fun. Children can play on games consoles, apps, or websites, mobiles, tablets, PCs, or 

through smart speakers and virtual reality headsets. They can also chat to other players, using messaging 

platforms for gamers, or watch livestreams of well-known gamers.  It is though, important for us as 

parents, to ensure that that the games our children are playing are age appropriate, especially in relation 

to the level of violence and sexual content many games contain. 

The following websites are essential reading - if we choose to allow our children to game online: 

https://www.childnet.com/blog/a-parents-guide-to-call-of-duty-warzone 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-games/ 

 

Similarly, as we move away from traditional terrestrial TV, to watching from online platforms, the 

potential for our children to accidentally view inappropriate material has never been greater. 

Common Sense Media sets out some great advice on Healthy Media Habits, Screen Time and 

YouTube and gives a step by step guide to YouTube Kids. 

Remember, once your child has seen something inappropriate, it can’t be unseen…so please be responsible for what they 

are watching - an age rating is there for a genuine reason. 



Pre-school 

The Pre-school have been busy participating in outdoor play 

during free flow.  The children have enjoyed building ‘bonfires’, 

getting creative in the construction area, playing house, as well 

as doing some maths and measuring. 

 

Today we are wearing our pyjamas for Children In Need and we 

are grateful for any donations to the charity. 

 

Our focus next week will be reading and writing which will include 

following dots for letters, Talk For Writing Gingerbread Man story 

and some colouring activities.  The children will be making book 

marks and working on name recognition.     

We are also looking forward to celebrating Nursery Rhyme week with some related activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception 

In Reception we have been learning about Special Days, including Remembrance 

Day, Bonfire Night, Children in Need, and Diwali. We've also really enjoyed 

learning our new story 'The Enormous Turnip' and had great fun acting it out with 

a real (but sadly normal-sized) turnip! 

 

We have continued to practise our maths 

skills by comparing groups of objects and 

saying which has more, fewer and the same.  

 

We have also continued learning new sounds 

and then practised reading words with these 

sounds in. We had fun playing 'Hungry 

Hungry Hippo Words' and 'Wash the Word'.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 

The children have had a great first two weeks back! We have been super busy 

learning lots of new things. In English we are currently looking at a non-fiction text 

which is a set of instructions of ‘How to trick a giant’. We have been super impressed 

with how the children have learnt all the text and actions to go with it and we have 

loved seeing these videos on class dojo of the children practicing it at home! 

In maths, we are continuing with addition and subtraction and the children have been 

using their tens and ones to help them to work out the answers.  

We have introduced our new history topic all about ‘The Great Fire of London’ which 

the children are thoroughly enjoying learning about this great event. We have been 

comparing what life was like in the past, to what it is like now.  

Please continue to hear your child read at least 4 times a week and continue to 

practice the spellings we have sent home for each week.  

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 

What an amazing couple of weeks back after half term. The children have come back 

refreshed and raring to go with their learning!  

Our new Talk For Writing topic in English is persuasive writing – Mr Pig is trying to sell his 

house and needs to use lots of positive persuasive language. The children have had great 

fun acting out the story map and having a go at persuading us to visit their favourite places.  

In maths, we have carried on with addition – learning our 

number bonds within and to 10 and how to count on. The 

children have just started to learn about subtraction and have been using concrete 

objects to support them when solving a problem.  

In phonics we have just begun phase 5 – learning alternative graphemes (what the 

sound looks like) to the phonemes (sounds) we have already learnt previously. For 

example, ‘ie’ makes the same sound as ‘igh’. The children have loved finding these 

new graphemes and spotting them when reading! 

We began our new topic ‘The U.K.’ in geography and the children have been finding out about the different countries that 

make up the UK as well as what the individual flags look like.  

 

It has been such a fantastic start to the half 

term and we can’t wait to see what the rest 

of the term brings!  

 

 



Year 3 

Year 3 have had a very busy fortnight and have got straight back into our learning after half term. We have especially 

enjoyed looking at our new English text, a persuasive leaflet all about the theme park DRAGONLAND. We have learnt 

some actions to help us remember the text (see below) and have begun to look at the features involved in making it 

persuasive.  

In maths we have absolutely understood addition using the column method and it has been great to see the children grow 

in confidence with this. Next week we will apply this knowledge to subtraction using the column method. 

In Geography, which we are looking at both in class and in Outdoor Learning sessions, we are building our understanding 

of orienteering and how we can get around. The children had great fun following maps on a course around the school 

grounds and will be looking at the 8 compass points in the coming lessons.  

Year 4 

The children have come back from their half term break full of enthusiasm to continue with their learning. We are continuing 

learning about The Romans and have focussed on the clothes they wore, the armour and the 'turtle' position they 

assembled in with their shields.   

Our English is focussed around a suspense story and the children have so far learnt how to use fronted adverbials in their 

writing to give extra details. 

They really enjoyed making poppies, as part of a whole school theme, looking at the different people we need to be 

thankful to and remember.   

In Maths we are focussing on addition and subtraction and are moving towards a more formal way of this using the column 

method - we have been very impressed with the determination the children have shown to learn a new skill. 

Thank you for all being so organised and 

sending your children in with everything they 

need for outdoor learning on a Monday - they 

really look forward to this time of the week! Miss 

James has planned an RE link to their time 

outside and this week they were unscrambling 

word linked to Diwalli as well as other activities. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 



Year 5 

 

Welcome back to the second part of the Autumn term. The Year 5 children 

have had a really busy start and have already been working hard.  

 

In PE we have been learning some Bollywood dance moves and a routine 

which puts them altogether. Some of the moves are a little tricky but we 

can’t wait to share a video with you towards the Christmas holidays which 

shows the full routine. 

 

In English we have been writing an explanation text and have based it on 

‘The Teacher Pleaser machine’. We have really enjoyed thinking of ways to 

make our teachers happy and less grumpy (my favourite has definitely been 

the biscuit dispenser and the foot spa!!) 

 

Our maths focus has been Statistics where we have been plotting data and 

using the data to answer questions and spot trends.  

 

And finally, we have taken our French out into the wild. During our outdoors 

sessions we have been learning the words for different sports, colours, how 

to greet each other and to count to 21.  

Year 6  

Firstly, we would like to congratulate the following children on becoming House Captains. We are very excited about their 

roles and are sure they will carry out all activities maturely and with much enthusiasm. They are: 

 

 

In Year 6, we have been impressed by the continued hard work and resilience of the children. In maths sessions we have 

concluded our learning of the four operations including prime numbers, squared numbers and cubed numbers. This term's 

focus is fractions, we have been getting to grips with comparing fractions and deepening the understanding of equivalent 

fractions. Soon we will be adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing fractions. There are some great BBC resources to 

support your children's knowledge in this area should you wish to look at it at home.  

 

We have had some great discussions about Remembrance day and created silhouettes/medals. On Wednesday, we took 

part in a fantastic zoom webinar session and held 2 minutes of silence at 11am.  

 

In Guided reading, we have reached chapter 14 of Rooftoppers. The children are excited by the recent events and making 

some great predictions about the book as well as developing their retrieval and vocabulary knowledge. Finally, in English, 

we have created our story map for the persuasive letter. We are developing a wide range of punctuation and grammar to 

support our writing. Ask your children to explain the features of a persuasive letter to you. 

Mohican:  Alex and Theo  Cherokee: Kimberley and George 

Sioux: Charlie L and Vakaris  Apache: Charlie S and Sophie 


