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Headteacher’s Comment 

Dear Parents/Carers,   

I cannot believe that we are at the end of week one! I am truly proud and so impressed by the 

positive attitude, enthusiasm and speed with which every child has settled back into our school.   

This week, the children have been following a pastoral curriculum, designed to support their return to 

school after such a long and unusual period away from school.; ensuing that they are happy, safe 

and settled. All children have responded well to this. Next week, we will continue with this pastoral 

support and, as part of our continued transition to a broad and balanced curriculum, our children will 

focus on class story time, handwriting, phonics/reading and arithmetic.   

 

COVID-19 update:  

This term is going to be a huge learning curve - for everyone across the country - as we enter the winter cold/flu season.    

You may be aware that the government guidance is changing from Monday 14th September and now, you MUST NOT 

meet socially - in groups of more than six. Therefore, to continue to ensure the safety of everyone, all adults arriving at 

school will now need to wear a face covering. We will need your on-going support for this, in order to ensure that drop

-off and pick-up times are successful and we ask that you please continue to take responsibility for yourselves by 

maintaining effective social distance, at all times.   

If your child develops symptoms:  

(A cough (persistent or several incidents within 24 hours) temperature (hot to touch), loss of smell or taste)   

1. Let the school office know  

2. Keep them home. Along with any siblings – the whole household should isolate  

3. Book in for a test  

4. Let us know the result  

5. Whilst the child is off, as of next week, learning will be set on class do-jo as long as they are well enough to work  

 

If a member of staff (teaching and non-teaching) develops symptoms  

1. They will stay home  

2. They will take a test  

3. Another staff member, socially distanced, where possible, will cover the class bubble.  

If the test is negative, the staff member will return. We will not ask for a re-test unless the symptoms change or worsen.   
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If the test is positive:  

1. The staff member with symptoms will self-isolate for 10 days  

2. The rest of the household will self-isolate for 14 days  

3. We will inform everyone in the bubble and the bubble will close  

4. All members of the bubble should self-isolate for 14 days (unless they test positive, then they self-isolate for 10 days)  

5. There is no need for your household to self-isolate (unless your child/ren develop symptoms)  

6. If the bubble is closed, we will continue to use Class Dojo to set remote learning  

 

It is important that your employers and childcare providers are aware that you may need a contingency plan for working 

from home, or additional child-care, if a class is forced to close due to appositive test. We will not close a bubble unless a 

positive case is confirmed, under the direction of Public Health England.   

I genuinely appreciate that these are really challenging times and that we would all like to move on beyond COVID-19, but I 

am duty bound by government guidance. It is going to be a bumpy year – particularly as children are all coming back 

together, with depleted immunity, having been apart for so long. Nevertheless, with the fast turnaround of testing and the 

Wellesley Park Community spirt, we will get through this together!  

For now, let’s celebrate being back together and hope that we do not have to revert back to home-schooling.   

Thank you for your on-going patience, support, understanding and kindness towards everyone involved with our amazing 

Wellesley Park community.   

Please do contact me if you have any worries or suggestions.  

Stay safe. 

Mrs Wilkins 

Carly Wilkins  

Headteacher  

Safeguarding Update 

 

Tick Tock is a video-sharing app that is very popular with children and teenagers right 

now. The user lip-syncs to music, or does comedy sketches and can add effects to 

videos. You can also gain followers (‘fans’) and watch other people’s videos. The age 

recommendation is 13 and above, but it’s easy for younger children to sign up 

too.  

 

There are a few things to watch out for, like:  

 Mature content  

 Inappropriate music  

 Online predators  

 Addictive nature  

 In app purchases   

 

As of 30 April 2020, under-16s cannot send private messages; but, once users have made contact, through comments on 

videos, they could still switch to another app like Snapchat, to chat privately and swap images and/or videos.  

Please see our parent guidance about how to keep your child safe:  https://www.wellesleyparkschool.com/uploads/pdf-

files/338-Tik-Tok.pdf  



Reading Books 

Staff are working hard at school to make sure that all children in Years 1 to 6 have a 

reading book. All children should receive a book by the end of next week. It is very 

important that your child's book matches their reading ability and staff are working hard 

to use last year's information and current observations to do so. However, during 

lockdown many children practised their reading using a combination of online and 

physical books and this may mean that your child may come home with a book that is 

not quite a match for their ability. Please use your child's reading record to make a 

comment about your child's reading and staff will try to make sure that their next book 

more appropriately matches their ability. 

In Key Stage 1, reading books will be changed twice a week (where necessary): 

Year 1 usually Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Year 2 usually Monday and Thursday. 

This will ensure that there will be enough books for all children to take home. 

In Key Stage 2, reading books will continue to be changed when children have finished their book and completed their 

Accelerated Reader quiz or, in the case of shorter books, when children have read it several times to develop their reading 

fluency.  

In all cases, books will not be returned to the shelf before being 'quarantined' to help keep everyone safe. 

Many thanks for your patience and support with this. 

Multi-Use Goals 

We are excited to show you our new Multi-Use Goals which 

were installed over the summer holidays. We look forward to 

using these during break, lunch and PE sessions.  

This term, due to current Government guidance and 

Coronavirus we are limiting their use for the safety of our 

school community.    

Contact Details 

It is very important that the school is kept informed of contact detail/address changes, including those 

of your emergency contacts.  Please notify the school office, as a matter of urgency, if these need to 

be updated.  Thank you. 

 



Pre-School 

Welcome back to all our existing families and new.  We are all so 
excited to be back. 

For the next few weeks we will be concentrating on settling in our 
new children and getting back into the flow of routine and 
meeting new friends. 

We have re-designed our outside space to include a maths and 
literacy corner, with new resources, a bench, a canopy, a stage 
and building area. 

We have spaces available if you wish for your child to do any 
extra days at Pre-School, please see Tracy for this. 

We are now operating a paid breakfast club from 8-9am, if you 
would like to book in please speak to Tracy. 

The Pre-School is updating Class Dojo on a daily basis and you 
should all have received your individual login code for this. We 
also  have our own email address so if you wish to contact us by 
email please use the following: 
wppreschool@educ.somerset.gov.uk  

Here’s to a great new term ahead. 

 

 

Reception 

What an amazing start to our year!  

We have been so impressed with how well the children are already settling 
into school life! Everyone has been getting to know new friends, finding out 
where everything is and learning how we will be doing things in school.  

The children have been able to choose what they are playing with, finding 
new things to do every day and have also amazed the adults at how well 
and how quickly we can tidy up!  

We have had playtimes outside and have been joined by some of the 
bigger children and have enjoyed having snack too! In the classroom we 
have been making handprints using paint!  

We looked at how they are all similar but not quite the same and then we talked about what makes us all special in 
different ways!  

Some of us measured ourselves using a giant tape measure - including Mr 
Carter and Mrs Jones!  

Next week, we're looking forward to staying for lunch! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 

Year 2 have had a fantastic first week back. We have been so impressed 

with how every single child has settled straight back in to (almost) normal 

school life.  

We have been focusing this week on making sure the children feel happy, 

safe and settled. We have enjoyed reading lots of stories, practicing our 

phonics and sharing our favourite moments from lockdown and the 

summer holidays.  

Thank you so much for all of your support this week whilst we all get used 

to this new way of doing things.   

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 

Wow, what a fantastic first week back!  

We have settled back in to school beautifully and it has been wonderful to see everyone’s happy, smiling faces again.  

The Jasper’s and Kipper’s have been super busy this week: in phonics, we have been recapping the Phase 3 sounds and 

we have been impressed with how much the children have remembered!  

We have also ensured that we have given the children lots of PSHE time, so they can talk about their feelings and what 

they got up to in the Summer holidays.   

In English, we have started to learn our first Talk for Writing story for this year; ‘The Three Little Pigs’. The children have 

picked up the actions really quickly and we can’t wait for them to be able to show you at home!  

 

 

 

 



Year 3 

Wow, what a great start for the new year 3 children! Mrs Weston and Miss Bardle are so impressed with how you have 
settled back into school so quickly, and for the hard work you are already showing in class – keep up the good work! 

Our main focus for this week has been ‘The Colour Monster’, a young monster with all his emotions mixed up! He is helped 
to sort them out by his new friend. Some of us were feeling a mix of emotions coming back to school, just like the monster 
in the story, so it has been great to work on this alongside him. We have created our own colour monsters using collage, 
have written out some emotion jars to separate out how we are feeling, and have even designed our own monsters!  

We had a super time learning how to play games with all our new class games equipment. 

Have a super weekend! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 

What a fantastic start to the school year for Year 4!  

They have been introduced to their new 'Talk for Writing' English text, Cinderella, 

which will focus on setting descriptions and they are really enjoying guided reading 

lessons, where we are delving into 'The Firework-Maker's daughter' by Philip 

Pullman. We practised using dictionaries to help us learn new vocabulary and we 

had lots of fun racing to find words!  

In Science the children have started to 

investigate how teeth break down food 

(ripping and crushing bread) and have learnt 

the names of the four different types of teeth and what their functions are.  

As well as learning new subjects, the children have worked hard on revisiting lots of 

social skills such as turn taking, exemplary behaviour and playing nicely. We have 

been so impressed with their resilience.  

 

 

Year 4 have settled into their new classes extremely well and we 

hope they have enjoyed their first week as much as we have.  

Please check Class Dojo regularly for messages and updates. 

 

 

 



Year 5 

Wow, we really can’t believe how much the children have grown 

since we last saw them. It’s so great to be back and the children 

have settled down quickly and have been working well. 

This week we have focused a lot on emotions, how we are 

feeling about our lockdown experiences and about being back at 

school. As part of this, we have been exploring the book ‘The 

boy, the mole, the fox and the horse, by Charlie Mackesy. It is a 

book of hope in uncertain times which looks at friendship, love 

and kindness and is written through a series of inspirational 

quotes and words of wisdom.  

 

After lots of discussion on the words of wisdom in the 

book, the children wrote their own and then illustrated 

them in the style of Charlie Mackesy.  

I’m sure you will agree with me that some of the quotes 

that the children have produced, show a deep level of 

understanding and wisdom.  

 

 

 

Year 6 

Year 6 have had a fantastic first week back! We have been impressed with their 

maturity and resilience shown towards their new routines and learning and have 

thoroughly enjoyed getting to know them. It is clear that they are all really excited to be 

back and learning alongside their friends. 

This week, we have focussed on understanding the new routines and talking through 

expectations for the year. We have spent lots of time discussing how the children felt 

during their absence from school and we are all now looking forward to what is shaping 

up to be an amazing final year for them at Wellesley Park! 

In English, we have just begun our focus of suspense examining key features that capture 

the attention of the reader; we have been amazed by the previous knowledge they have 

retained. In Maths, we have looked at presentation standards and began learning about 

Place Value. The children have particularly enjoyed the extra outside time towards the end 

of the day which has supported their return to school. We have been looking at different 

mind-sets and learning about our amazing brains and how the children can help their 

brains to grow. 

In Art, we have started to study the work of Pablo Picasso and look forward to sharing their 

fantastic portraits over the coming weeks.  

We hope that they have enjoyed this week as much as we have! Please don't hesitate to 

Dojo message Miss Fitzgerald or Mr Morris if you have and questions or concerns.  

We hope you have a lovely (and restful!) weekend. 


