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Headteacher’s Comment 

Staffing update 2021-22  

As is usual for this time of year, we often have to say fond farewells to teachers. Mrs Weston is departing 

Wellesley Park, at the end of the academic year, to focus more of her time on her family. Mrs Weston is a well-

respected and valued member of our school community and will be greatly missed. We wish her luck and 

happiness for her future.  

Mrs McNamara has been successful at interview in a teaching post at Middlezoy and Othery Schools. I wish her 

well with her new opportunity and with her future career.  

Mrs Cutler will be leaving at the end of the year as Mrs Whittle returns from maternity leave.  

I am pleased to share with you that following a robust interview process, we have successfully appointed four members of staff to join 

our team: 

Dominic Hakes – is an experienced KS2 teacher who has been teaching in Devon and has a proven track record for making excellent 

pupil progress. 

Laura Hill – our excellent PGCE student who has been working with Mrs Pilling and Mrs Cutler. 

Ellie McEvoy – who has already been working with us this term.    

Amber Fowkes – who has completed her PGCE with the University of Exeter and has recently completed a placement at in a Devon 

School.  

I am confident that our new teachers will help to strengthen our team as we continue our school improvement journey. We will inform 
parents of the whole school staffing structure in the next newsletter, however in the meantime – please find the leadership structure for 
next academic year below:  

Leadership structure for 2021-22  

 
In-School Transition arrangements 

We have a comprehensive in-school transition plan in place. We will be holding our “Move-up” transition afternoon on Wednesday 7th 

July. Your child’s new class teacher will produce an “all about me booklet” which will be shared with pupils during the transition afternoon 

– which they will bring home to share with you.  

As always, the happiness, education and progression of our pupils is at the forefront of all we do and we are currently working hard to 

carefully organise classes for next year. I am feeling truly confident, that our considered and collaborative approach will continue to 

ensure that our children are happy and confident enough to embrace their new classes with a positive attitude.  

You will be informed of your child’s class on the 7th July, after ‘Move-up” afternoon.  

Best wishes 

Mrs Wilkins 

Headteacher Mrs Carly Wilkins 

Deputy Headteacher and SENDCo Mrs Emmie Hartley-Criddle 

School Business Manager Mrs Jo Lilley 

Upper Key Stage 2 Phase Leader Ms Kate Fitzgerald 

Lower Key Stage 2 Phase Leader Mr Dominic Hake 

Key Stage 1 Phase Leader Mrs Francesca Murphy 

EYFS Phase Leader Mrs Fiona Doidge 

11th June 2021 



Attendance figures for period 17th to 28th May 

Gruffalo 99.46%  BFG  96.89%  Galadriel 99.13% 

Jasper  98.80%  Matilda  98.50%  Akela  95.22% 

Kipper  97.59%  Gryffindor 96.92%  Bagheera 98.91% 

Mrs TW 95.92%  Hufflepuff 96.60% 

Peter Rabbit 94.52%  Thorin  97.49% 

 

Our Wellesley Park School Value for this half-term - Excellence 

 

Wellesley Park Primary School Facebook Page  

Have you visited and followed our school Facebook page?  We regularly post 

updates, news, events and other information.   

Please see the link to our page below and click on ‘follow’ to link our posts to 

your newsfeed. 

https://www.facebook.com/WellesleyParkPrimarySchool  

Communicating to School a Positive COVID Test Result 

If you receive a positive COVID test result for your child or a member of your household over the weekend, please text or 
call the school mobile and leave a message giving details.   

The mobile number is 07395 161339 (this phone will only be checked daily). 

 

https://www.facebook.com/WellesleyParkPrimarySchool


National Tutoring Programme 

 

We are pleased to have received a certificate of appreciation, which 

recognises our school’s important  contribution as an NTP partner.   

 

This also recognises our longer-term contribution to closing the attainment 

gap, in response to the pandemic.   

 

 

E-Safety Update - ‘Be Internet Legends’ Family Adventure 

‘Be Internet Legends’ from Google and Parent Zone is designed to support families 
to become safer and more confident when they are online. 
 
Their newest resource is a three-part animated series about a family of 'Internauts' 
who go on an adventure, and learn about phishers, cyberbullies, and hackers on 
the way.  
  
Join in the adventure at: 
https://beinternetlegends.withgoogle.com/en_uk/parents/adventure  

Taunton Visitor Centre - Design a Postcard Competition 

This summer, the Taunton Visitor Centre is running a competition for school aged children to 
design a Taunton postcard.  

All entries will be displayed this summer holidays at the Taunton Visitor Centre and have a 
chance of winning a prize. 

Please see the flyer and entry form attached to the newsletter. 

Further information can be found by visiting the following link - https://www.visitsomerset.co.uk/taunton/news/may-2021/
design-a-taunton-postcard-competition  

Sports Update from Mr Morris - Year 6 Class Teacher and PE Coordinator  

 

Playground Installation  

I am pleased to share pictures of our brand new line markings on the KS1 playground. Over the half term break, we 
received a visit from the fantastic team at WJ South West Limited.  

I want to take this opportunity to thank Kirstie, Luke and Liam, who spent the day installing the fantastic new activity track, 
target board and 8 point compass to support our children during lessons and at break times.  

I am sure you will agree from the pictures that this will really encourage exercise and structured educational play.  

Sports For Schools Athlete visit 

In addition to my previous Dojo message, I want to further promote the importance of our 
athlete visit taking place next week. It is an excellent opportunity for us to raise additional 
funds for sports equipment at Wellesley Park.  

Last year, we raised an amazing £2500 and we hope to achieve a similar amount this 
year. Please continue to raise funds over the coming week and I look forward to sharing 
pictures of the event with you. I will give further updates via Dojo.  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbeinternetlegends.withgoogle.com%2Fen_uk%2Fparents%2Fadventure&data=04%7C01%7CMMustafic%40somerset.gov.uk%7C6f982de016894f579f7008d8bd3b8049%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C6374674
https://www.visitsomerset.co.uk/taunton/news/may-2021/design-a-taunton-postcard-competition
https://www.visitsomerset.co.uk/taunton/news/may-2021/design-a-taunton-postcard-competition


Forest School/Outdoor Learning Update from Miss James - Outdoor Education & Forest School Leader  

Summer is finally here!! There are just a couple of reminders now the sun is out and temperatures are rising: 

 Please do check the weather forecast as we are having lots of spells of rain at the moment so children will still need 

waterproof coats as we do stay out no matter the weather! 

 Children will still need sensible clothes, sun hat (if available) and shoes for Outdoor Learning. No sandals or flip flops 

please – we do a lot of running around! 

 On Outdoor Learning and Forest School days, children might want to bring in an extra water bottle. 

 Please can sun cream be applied BEFORE your child comes to school. 

 
Outdoor Learning Highlights! 
 
In Year 1 this week, we began our Geography topic by looking at maps! We learnt new terms this 
week, which were ‘aerial view’, ‘physical features’ and ‘human features’! We looked at what our 
school looked like from the sky and we ran around the field to match the items to the map. We 
compared how the different human and physical features looked to us on the ground and what it 
looked like in aerial view – we found that the two viewpoints look very different! We then used our 
aerial view map to draw our own maps of our school and label the different features whether they 
were human (man-made) or physical (natural) features! 

In Year 2, we began our art lesson by looking closely at different patterns in nature – especially leaves! We had the 
challenge to identify different trees and collect a leaf! We were amazed how different leaves could look from their shape, 
their colour or the number of leaves – we especially liked the Rowan tree leaves! When we had collected all of these 
different leaves, we used them as stencils to draw around! It created a great pattern which we then coloured in! 

Forest School Update 

We have been having lots of fun in Forest School! We have got new groups so we played some 

‘getting to know you’ games to help us know what to ask when we make friends, and we created 

wood cookie necklaces with our names and an image/symbol which represented us. We had all 

sorts of images such as the Welsh dragon, the seaside and a mouse! We really enjoyed using the 

hand drill to drill holes and tie wool around!  

Due to our very tall grass, which has sprung up over half term, we have loved playing hide and 
seek as well as scaring each other by hiding low in the grass and jumping up! We have also been 
fascinated by frogs and so a lot of time has been spent on finding frogs and making the perfect 
habitat for them. 

Miss James’  
In every newsletter, Miss James includes a ‘wish list’ of everyday household items that are needed to help make Outdoor 

Learning and Forest School both fun and educational!  

We are hoping that you may have these items laying around the house or shed, collecting dust.   If you do have something 

and are willing to part with it, could you please give it to your child to bring in.  We will make sure it is quarantined and 

sanitised before other children handle it. 

This week’s wish list:  

 Top soil/compost! 

 Any white or lightly coloured fitted/flat bedding sheets. 

 Buckets/storage boxes. 

 
Thank you everyone!  



Year 1 

We cannot believe that we have entered the second half of the final term! The year has flown by!  

In this half of the term, the children will continue their topic on ‘Explorers in History’. This week, the children have taken a 

closer look at Sir Ranulph Fiennes and his Trans-global Expedition! 

In Maths, the children have begun to learn about position and direction. We have played lots of games to help us learn        

positional and directional language such as ‘Simon says…...walk forward 3, turn left.’ The children really enjoyed playing 

this and it gave them a great chance to put into practise that tricky language, like clockwise and anti-clockwise. Perhaps this 

is a game you can continue to play at home to really embed that language. 

In English, the children have begun to learn a new Talk for Writing text. It is called ‘Why do we have Winter?’ and it is an 

explanation text.  

Reception 

Our new story that we are learning this half-term is 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar'! We've had 

fun learning the story and have added some British Sign Language to help us remember it. 

Some of us have had fun looking for caterpillars outside - we found some leaves with holes in 

them, just like in the story!  

 

In Maths, we have been learning the days of the week, just like in the story. We've also been 

practising doing some adding using real fruit, drawing pictures and even writing number sums.  

 

In PE, we have continued to practise doing running races, ready for Sports Day! Our PSHE topic this half term is all about 

changes and so this week we've reminded ourselves about the different Seasons and what happens in each one! 

Pre-school 

This week's focus has been under the sea!  We have been exploring what lives in the 

ocean and have learnt about sea creatures.  We have had lots of fun with water play, 

using fishing rods, watering the garden and decorating fish.   

In circle time we talked about the Coral Reef, plastic and protecting our planet. 

  

We have practised our letters and sounds this week.  Our Talk for Writing story this 

summer term is ‘Monkey Puzzle’. 

 

Please can we remind parents about the importance of sun cream.  This needs to be 

applied before children arrive at Pre-school.  The children should also have a sun hat 

with them please.   

  

We will be sending out mid-year reports soon and speaking to parents regarding your 

child's development.  If you wish to discuss sessions, or anything regarding your child, 

please speak to Miss Sumner.   



Year 2 

The children have had a fantastic few days back! In English, we have introduced our new 

story called ‘Where The Wild Things Are’ and the children have enjoyed making a mask of 

the Wild Things and learning the new actions to help them learn the story. 

We have introduced our new Maths topic of time.  The children have really impressed us with 

how quickly they have picked up telling the time on an analogue clock. 

In History this term, the children are going to be finding out about Queen Victoria and Queen 

Elizabeth II.  

Please remember to use spelling shed to practice spellings and to be reading at least 4 times 
a week and recording this in your child’s reading record.  

Year 3 

Welcome back to the Summer 2 half term! Hopefully the sun will keep shining! 

We had a busy last week of the Summer 1 term, continuing learning about telling the time in Maths. We moved on to learn 
about am and pm and the 24 hour clock.  

This week, we have begun our new Maths topic, Shapes and Angles. We have started by learning about direction, position, 
clockwise and anti-clockwise turns. 

In English, we are continuing with our theme of ‘The Tale of Fear’ and started the week off by facing our fears and putting 
our hands in different feely bags to try to work out what was inside. Nothing bit us, thank goodness! 

We really enjoyed our afternoon of exploding our volcanoes and thought it was hilarious when Mrs Weston and Miss Bardle 

had a shower of coke when the bottle exploded! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4 

Year 4 have settled back into class after the half-term break, and we are also enjoying 
getting outside whenever we can.  

In Outdoor Learning, we achieved one of our year groups 'memorable moments', which 
was to build a wormery. The children especially enjoyed finding their worms to put in their 
wormery.  

One of our other memorable moments is learning a musical instrument, which we are 
also ticking off our list with our fantastic violin lessons. The children are improving every 
week and are enjoying playing Queen's 'We will rock you'.  

In our Read as a Reader lessons, we have started to read Shakespeare’s ‘Midsummer 
Night's Dream’ and are hoping to look at the play as a script to act out in the next few 
weeks.  

We are counting down the days to our residential and excitement is definitely building.  
If you have any questions or queries, please ask. 

Year 5 

Welcome back to the Summer 2 term. We all hope that you had a 

chance to enjoy the glorious sunshine over the half-term break. 

This half term is going to be really busy, but will be great fun, 

especially with our residential trip to Escot coming up in July. 

In Talk for Writing, we have moved on to exploring the defeat of the 

monster story 'Beowulf'. We will be focusing on descriptive writing 

and making our stories engaging to create an image in the reader's 

mind. We have read different versions and watched a great BBC 

animated version. The children were desperate to see what 

happened at the end.   

 

From this, we then drew our own story maps. We will explore lots of 

different techniques to add description. 

 

In Maths, we are continuing with our work on decimals and working on the methods to 

add and take away.  

We have already got outside in the sunshine to have a year group game of rounders. 

We will be practising different skills needed for sports day and some basic tennis 

skills.  

In Geography, we are starting a new topic on hemisphere and looking at longitude, 

latitude and the tropics.  

 

 



Year 6 
 
It is almost impossible to believe that we have reached our final half-term with our wonderful Year 6! After a successful 
residential, where the children demonstrated excellent resilience and determination, we are looking forward to a busy final 
term.  
 
In Maths, we are reviewing topics previously covered to consolidate understanding and prepare them for both our 
upcoming assessment week and the rigours of the KS3 Maths curriculum. 
 
In English, we have been enthralled and stretched by the narrative poem 'The Raven' by Edgar Allen Poe. Drawing on the 
structure and language of this, the children will be creating their own narrative poems. 
 
In Science, we are continuing our topic of living things and have enjoyed learning about Carl Linnaeus and his system of 
classification known as Taxonomy, alongside the amazing (and occasionally disgusting!) world of microorganisms. 
 
We are currently putting together end of term arrangements for Year 6. Unfortunately, as you will be aware, as the 
guidance currently stands, parents are not allowed on site for gatherings. Please be assured that we will be doing all that 
we can to ensure the children get a great send-off - further details to follow in the coming weeks. 
 
With thanks for your continued support. 


