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Headteacher’s Comment 

Wow - How has another half term whizzed by? Spring is just around the corner with lighter 

mornings and evenings and even, dare we say it, some sunshine! 

Thank you so much for the messages of kindness that you have sent to our amazing staff team. 

Our special partnership, as a school community, will ensure that we remain resilient; knowing that 

we will continue to support each other - every step of the way – until we can all be together again.  

As many of you will be aware, the Prime Minister has suggested that schools may return from the 

8
th
 March; we believe there is light at the end of the tunnel!  We are looking forward to having all of 

your children back in and therefore, I hope that next time I write to you, it will be to share our plans 

for full a re-opening (again!), where we can continue to build positive, life-long memories. 

During the last week, we have been considering the curriculum for each year group, to ensure that the learning for Spring 2 

is accessible for all children – including those who are remote learning. There will be some adaptations for the rest of the 

academic year, but your child/ren will still be taught their full, year-group entitlement, by the end of the academic year.  

We are already considering where in our curriculum, we need to ensure that we are able to catch up on any missed 

education, or gaps in learning.   

Next, I would like to give a warm welcome to Mrs Louisa Mansfield, who will be joining our team in the role of teaching 

assistant.  

Finally, I would like to end with an opportunity to remind you all of last week’s assembly theme -  Our Responsibility to 

Earth. In early February, the moon is not very bright, which helps us see more stars. It would be great to remain positive 

and look around at the beautiful world we live in and celebrate our starry skies. Please do get out and count the stars that 

you see, to help ‘CPRE’ make a map of the stars, which then highlights where light pollution is most serious. CPRE can 

then help local councils decide what to do about it. 

https://www.cpre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CPRE-Star-Count-activity-pack-2021.pdf  

I hope that you all have an enjoyable half term and continue to keep safe. The weather is due to warm up, so do be sure to 

get out and get active as much as possible!  

With best wishes, 

Mrs Wilkins 

11th Feb 2021 

Resources for Home Learning 

Just a quick reminder, that if you need any additional paper or pens/pencils, please contact 

your child’s class teacher or the school office to organise collection. If you are in need of a 

device so your child can more easily access their remote education, please get in touch with 

Mrs Froud, through the school office.  

Worksheets/ Work Packs 

If you need worksheets printed due to limited resources at home, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class 

teacher. Your child’s teacher will then reply letting you know when it will be available to collect from the school office. 



Forest School/Outdoor Learning Update from Miss James - Outdoor Education & Forest School Leader  

Update on our specialist Forest School provision, for: SEMH / Social 

Communication / Motor Skills & Emotional Regulation and our Outdoor 

Learning for All! 

 

Outdoor Learning Update: 

We have successfully braved all sorts of weather in the last 2 weeks – even some 

snow!  Thank you for sending your children to school in suitable clothing! 

In Gruffalo class, we became mini-beast hunters! We learnt about different mini-beast habitats and why we liked them. We 

went on a massive hunt around the school grounds and we found many different mini-beasts under piles of leaves and 

logs. We found worms, spiders, slugs and snails. 

In Year 1, we have been discovering different adjectives to describe smell. We walked around the school grounds to see 

what natural objects smelt like.  We smelt the mud, grass and different plants. Then, we smelt Miss James’ mystery smells! 

Some of them were lovely and fruity but some of them were disgusting – we all hated the smell of garlic!   

In Year 2, we continued to look at different materials and their properties and we did an escape room! We had lots of 

different clues around the field, which we had to find and solve to get the passcode to escape!  

In Year 3, we have continued to explore different forms of poetry: such as Kennings and acrostic poems. We loved coming 

up with two worded clues for our Kenning poems and it was even better when we performed them and we had to find out 

what the clues were leading to . . .  

In Year 4, we created our own Iron Age settlement, using the different natural materials we could find around the school 

grounds. We built roundhouses, defences, farms and even smokehouses - they looked amazingly accurate! 

In Year 5, we created our own aliens out of different, natural materials. We had to present the aliens and explain their life 

cycle. There were some fantastic ideas and each life cycle was different, based on the life cycles we learnt about in 

previous weeks. 

In Year 6, continuing our ‘survival’ theme – we played different team building games. We enjoyed playing capture the flag 

as it involved communication, coming up with a defence and attack strategy and trying to work together to capture the 

other teams flag. 

Forest School Update 

In Forest School, we now have several stations with different challenges to complete. In the den making station, the 

challenge is to create a den with a hidden room, to make a hidden fort as well as a den for a hedgehog.  

We have also created picture frames and spider webs out of wool and sticks at the craft station to develop our fine motor 

skills and knot tying.  

In the mud kitchen, we have made magic potions using interesting ingredients around the Forest School, we have also had 

competitions to make the tallest mud pie and to make a pie with 10 different ingredients!   

We have enjoyed playing a teambuilding game, at the start of each session. We have played different problem solving 

games, including a game called Stepping Stones, which we still can’t figure out!  

This week, as the children have all made great progress, we have our treat week where we all share what we have learnt 

and achieved in Forest School and what we are going to carry on working at, by drinking hot chocolate and eating biscuits! 

I am so proud of the children who have attended Forest School. I have seen many of them grow and develop in their areas 

of challenge; learning to be more resilient and to manage themselves more successfully. Well done everyone! 

I hope you all have a wonderful half term!  

 

 



Miss James’  

 

We are hoping that you may have these items laying around the house, or shed, collecting dust. . . If you do have 

something and are willing to part with it, could you please donate it to the school for Outdoor Learning and Forest School? 

At the moment, this would only apply to parents of children who are in school.  If you could give it to your child to bring in, 

we will make sure it is quarantined and sanitised before other children handle it. 

This week’s wish list:  

· old tea towels 

· left over wool, string/ribbon 

· empty spice jars 

· any plastic or stainless steel kitchen utensils that you no longer need such as 

serving spoons, cake trays, old pans, old herb pots, jugs – please no knives or 

forks!  

· Any plastic cups to drink hot chocolate out of 

 

Thank you everyone!  

E-Safety Update 

On Tuesday, we celebrated Safer Internet Day - a day celebrated across the globe in over 170 

countries where we celebrate all the great things about being online and remind ourselves how we 

can stay safe. 

On the day, the children were able to watch a virtual assembly discussing what Safer Internet Day 

is, what we might do online and how we can stay safe online. The children were then able to take 

part in a range of activities from completing a quiz to test their knowledge, to discussing scenarios 

about staying safe online.  



Virtual Pantomime Performance 

 

We hope everybody enjoyed the pantomime performance treat this afternoon.! 

 

Here are some of the classes enjoying the performance in school...  

Communicating to School a Positive COVID Test Result 

If you receive a positive COVID test result for your child or a member of your household over the weekend or during the 

half-term break, please text or call the school mobile and leave a message giving details.   

The mobile number is 07395 161339 (this phone will only be checked daily). 

CBBC is on YouTube 

The CBBC channel on YouTube has recently been revamped, and you may be 

interested in this for entertainment during half term.  Videos that are suitable for 

5-11 year olds are uploaded daily, with a wide range of genres from factual 

shows, news, dramas, comedy to entertainment.  

 

Programmes like Horrible Histories, Blue Peter, Newsround, The Next Step, 

Saturday Mash-Up, Operation Ouch, the Playlist, the Dumping Ground, Heirs of 

the Night and Jamie Johnson.  

 

It is free to subscribe to this channel.  Visit this link to check  it out - www.youtube.com/cbbc 

  



Pre-school 

This week it has been Chinese New Year, and the children have 

enjoyed finding out more about this celebration.  They particularly 

enjoyed having some noodles and prawn crackers! 

We have also been busy with a variety of other activities - dancing, 

games, fishing, being superheroes, making bird feeders, feeding 

the ducks, and enjoying so many stories.  We even made banana 

flapjack—yum!  

The children were very excited to explore the snow outside, what fun! 

We would like to wish all our families a much deserved break in half term.  We can't wait to 

welcome those that wish to return back to our Pre-school. 

Take care and we will see you on Monday 22nd February. 

Reception 

We have been learning how to write reports! We had a report about trolls and then we had a go at writing some of the 

information ourselves. We then had a go at writing reports about other mythical creatures such as mermaids, unicorns, the 

Kraken and even zombies!  

In Phonics, we have finished learning new sounds and are now spending time practising blending them together to read 

and segment them to spell words. We are getting really good!  

In Maths, we have had a go at giving directions, drawing maps and learning about 3D shapes! We even went on a shape 

hunt to find different shapes!  

We've continued to make rather cool dinosaur dances and in music we have enjoyed listening to different songs and 

saying what we think about them!  

We have enjoyed being outdoors, even with the cold weather - we were very excited to play in the snow we had! We went 

up to Forest School during Outdoor Learning - it was really good fun!  

We also celebrated Pancake Day a little early too - thanks for Mrs Jones' pancake skills! 



Year 2 

An unusual way to have spent the first Spring term, but we have been so proud of how you 

have all adapted to the changes both in school or at home.  

In English, we have been looking at poetry, in particular at a poem called ‘The Quangle 

Wangle’s Hat’. The children have thoroughly enjoyed visualising some of the nonsense words 

and creatures.  

In Maths, we moved onto statistics, looking at recording data with 

tally charts and pictograms and then interpreting them to see 

what the data tells us.  

In Guided Reading, we have started a new book called Amazing 

Grace. We have only read short part of this story, finding out 

about all the creative adventures that Grace gets up to. We will be 

carrying on with this story after half term.  

We have been so impressed with all the work you have been 

doing in our Science and Geography units this half term. We look 

forward to starting new topics with you next half term!  

Remember to keep using Active Learn or Myon to read the books online available to you and 

Numbots to practice your number facts. You have all been amazing this term and have 

worked extremely hard!  

We hope you all have a well-deserved break in half term and enjoy lots of walks! Fingers 

crossed we will be seeing you all at some point in the second Spring term.  

Year 1 

Wow, what a half term it has been! It definitely did not start the way we wanted it too, however, we have been super 

impressed with the children’s resilience with their learning, both in school and at home! 

Over the last two weeks, we have completed our non-fiction Talk for Writing unit on instructions. The children have tried 

really hard to include temporal signposts, imperative verbs and ensuring the steps are in chronological order!  

We have looked at time in Maths after completing our topic on measuring length and height. The children enjoyed looking 

at analogue clocks and trying to spot the minute hand move! They have worked hard on reading o’clock and half past the 

hour too!  

In Phonics, we have recapped all of the alternative sounds we have taught so far and this has been really beneficial in 

embedding these sounds in the children’s reading and writing. After half term we will continue to learn more alternative 

phonemes and graphemes!  

In Science, we have finished our topic on animals; the children have really enjoyed this one! They have developed 

knowledge on categories of animals, carnivores, herbivores and omnivores as well as animals that are either nocturnal 

and diurnal! 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the parents for their continued to support in keeping their children’s 

education going. We hope you have a wonderful half term! 



Year 3 

We have had a super couple of weeks in school and have really enjoyed seeing 

all the amazing learning that is going on at home each day. 

In English we have finished off our story writing of Little Red Riding Hood and 

have begun our new Talk 4 Writing text which is a newspaper article. We 

investigated the features of newspapers and were surprised at all the different 

things in it. 

In Maths this week, we have started our new topic all about money! We have 

been learning about all the coins and notes and working out amounts of money 

using different selections of coins and notes. 

We have finished off our art topic by making the most amazing ‘Scream’ pictures in the style of Edward Munch. We took a 

photo of ourselves screaming and then used oil pastels to create the background.  

Year 4 

Wow this half term has whizzed by and the children have been very productive in Year 4. 

We are enjoying reading George's Marvellous Medicine and this has been the focus for 

our English and Read as a Reader sessions for the past few weeks. We are 

concentrating on writing powerful character descriptions and to help with this we have 

been using a technique called hot-seating where children pretend to be a character and 

they are interviewed by the rest of the class. In maths, we are continuing with 

multiplication and have moved onto formal methods of multiplication which is something 

that the children can practise at home at any time.  

Our History focus this half term has been the Iron Age and the children had lots of fun 

making Druid crowns out of natural material as well as investigating artefacts from the 

past. In French, the children have learnt about their families and they have produced 

some fantastic family trees in French. Science this half term has focused on classification 

keys as well as looking at endangered animals and how we can protect them.  

Some fantastic PE has been taking place both in class and at home as we have been 

working on gymnastic holds and balances as well as canons and movements to create a 

sequence of moves. Thank you to all the children for working so hard and being so 

resilient -  we wish everyone a great week off and look forward to seeing everyone for a 

new half term of fun and learning. 



Year 6  

 

What a topsy-turvy half-term this has been! We have been so proud of all of our Year 6s (in school 

and out) who have shown excellent determination and resilience in continuing with their learning.  

 

In Maths, our work on Algebra has continued and the children have got to grips with this important 

area of maths including all the new vocabulary - algebraic expressions and equations, etc. We 

have been pleased with the attitude towards this new learning and have found that everyone has 

enjoyed it.  

 

In English, we have been enjoying our work on Newspaper Reports and after half-term the children 

will begin planning and writing their own. The children have spent time dissecting short texts in 

Guided Reading sessions with a focus on Vocabulary, Inference, Predictions, Explanations, 

Retrieval and Summarising. 

 

In History, the children have been able to explore the art of the Ancient Civilisation of Benin in 

greater detail by planning and making 'bronze' sculptures out of clay - they look amazing! Some of 

our learners at home were able to create their own too! Next half-term, we 

can look forward to exploring the work of the amazing artist Quentin Blake! 

 

Finally, the Year 6 team would like 

to thank you all for your continued 

support this half-term.  

 

We hope you have a restful break. 

 

Year 5 

Year 5 have been working so hard over the last few weeks at both home and school and the 

children have produced some great work. 

 

In Maths, we have continued to work on multiplication and division and becoming secure in 

the different methods. We have particularly enjoyed using the bus stop method for division. 

We have also spent time exploring how to give a more detailed answer to reason and 

problem solving questions using stem sentences to help us structure our answers. We then 

moved on to looking at volume and using cubes to make models to help us visualise the 

volume.  

 

As part of our PE over the last few weeks we have had a look at 

some different boxercise activities and learnt some of the moves 

that go into making up a routine. We had a go at creating our 

own routines for others to follow. We definitely had lots of fun 

and laughs.  

The children who are working from home have also produced 

some fantastic pieces of work. William decided to use Lego to 

recreate a Tudor banquet. He has amazing detail including the 

mouse on the table for dinner.  

Chloe produced a great self-portrait sculpture as part of our 

work on sculptures in Art. She has paid great attention to detail 

with her model and made it quite realistic.  


