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Headteacher’s Comment 

I cannot believe that this is the last newsletter of the Autumn Term or that it is nearly Christmas! 

Christmas is such a special time of year and we are disappointed that we are not able to celebrate 

together. However, despite the current school guidance, we have been working hard to ensure that 

Christmas is just as festive!  Our children have been busy crafting, designing and rehearsing their 

montage pieces to share with you before the end of term. I am certain that you will enjoy this little 

treat of good cheer!  

I am sure you are all looking forward to enjoying the festive break, with friends and/or family.  It has 

been a very demanding, but enjoyable term and both staff and pupils will be ready for a break on 

December 17
th
.  

As I reflect on the extraordinary year that has passed, I would like to thank each and every member of staff at Wellesley 
Park, for their professionalism, flexibility and dedication. This has been admirable in extremely difficult, and ever-changing 
circumstances. We are, and continue to be, deeply committed to providing all of our children with the very best education.   

Staffing update 

As many of you know, Mrs Whittle is expecting her second child. Mrs Whittle’s last day at school will be 8
th
 January. We 

have successfully appointed Mrs Alex Culter, who has a proven record of accomplishment, as a dedicated and excellent 

teacher.  Mrs Culter will begin on 7
th
 January so that there will be an enhanced handover period.  

I would like to share some fantastic news with you all, on behalf of Miss Lackner, who is pleased to announce that she is 
expecting her second child - in May next year!  

Communicating to School a Positive COVID Test Result – during the Christmas holidays 

It will continue to be important that all families know how to contact school if their child develops symptoms within 48 hours 

of leaving school on Thursday 17
th
 December, and consequently test positive for COVID-19. The mobile number is 

07395 161339. The phone will only be checked daily up until and including the 23
rd

 December. 

The following information and arrangements will apply, if there are any positive COVID cases, so that we can assist with 
track and trace: 

 Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms more than 48 

hours since being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents and carers should follow contact tracing 

instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace. 

 For the first 6 days after teaching ends (Thursday 17
th
 December), if a pupil or staff member tests positive for 

coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, the school has been asked to 

assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious whilst in 

school. This will be communicated via class dojo – on the class page and a text.  

 School staff are not asked to remain on-call or conduct any contact tracing more than 6 days after the final day of 

teaching. Where a school’s last teaching day is on Thursday 17 December, there should be no pupil contact tracing 

asks beyond Wednesday 23 December.  

 Where pupils are required to self-isolate due to contact with a positive case after the first 6 days following the end of 

term, schools do not need to be informed about their absence until the first day of the new term.                

11th Dec 2020 



Christmas Jumper Fundraising  

Thank you so much to everybody who has kindly donated on our 

GoFundMe page or brought money directly in to school for our Christmas 

Jumper day.  We have raised an amazing total of £565.70, which has 

surpassed our target of £500!   

The money raised will go directly to Tim Potter for use for the Potters 

Pounds scheme, which will help supply families within the community with 

Christmas food parcels. Thank you again to the wonderful support of all at 

Wellesley Park Primary School.  

I wish you all a happy Christmas and a prosperous new year. We looking 
forward to welcoming you back on Monday 4

th
 January 2021!  

With best wishes, 

Mrs Wilkins 

Carly Wilkins  

Headteacher  

Attendance Data 

Attendance by class for period 23/11/20 to 4/12/20: 

Gruffalo  96.27%   BFG  95.74%   Galadriel 98.32%    

Kipper  96.72%   Matilda  98.84%   Thorin  98.91%  

Jasper  98.58%   Hufflepuff 98.33%   Bagheera 97.03%  

Peter Rabbit 99.35%   Gryffindor 96.03%   Akela  95.41%   

Mrs TW  100%          

End of Term INSET Day 

Please can we remind you that Friday 18th December is an INSET day and therefore the school is not open to pupils.  

  

School Applications for September 2021 

For all parents with children starting school in September 2021, you can now apply for your child’s school place by 
following the link below. Our virtual tour is now live on our website - https://www.wellesleyparkschool.com/parents/our-
virtual-open-day.htm  
 
Please follow the link to complete your application for a school place. https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/
school-admissions-policy/ 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/school-admissions-policy/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/school-admissions-policy/


Class Dojo House Points 

At the end of every week, dojo points that are awarded to the children are 

added up and the house totals are calculated for the while school.  At the 

end of each half-term we have a non-school uniform day as a reward for 

the house that have won the most dojos.   

The dojos have been calculated and the results are as follows: 

 

Apache - 1519 

Cherokee - 1513 

Mohican - 1475 

Sioux - 1431 

On Wednesday 16th December children in Apache house can enjoy a non-school uniform day to 

celebrate, and wear an item of red clothing (the Apache house colour). 

 

Well done to everyone! 

Safeguarding Team At Wellesley Park 

Safeguarding is the responsibility of everybody. In terms of keeping children safe, 
please “Don’t think “What if I’m wrong” Think… “What if I am right”. If you have any 
concerns about a pupil you should report this to a member of staff immediately. If you 
feel a pupil is at risk or a subject of abuse you must contact the Designated 
Safeguarding Team immediately.  
 
All of our safeguarding team, wear ‘Pink – Safeguarding’ Lanyards so that we are easily 
identified. Throughout the school the posters below help our children identify the key 
adults who wear a pink lanyard. Our children know that these adults form our 
safeguarding team for the school and children are often reminded that if they have any 
worries or concerns then they can come and find one of the adults to speak too.  We 
want to ensure that our children know how to ‘stay safe and speak out’.  

 

 

School Meals 

The deadline for booking school meals for the first week back, to school, after the Christmas break, 

will be by the end of the day on Tuesday 15th December.  ParentPay will then be locked for 

bookings until our return to school on Monday 4th January.   

Please note that if you do not book school meals for your child by the deadline, they will need to be 

provided with a packed lunch for the first week back to school.    

Many thanks. 

PTA Christmas Shop  

Christmas gifts will be available for the children to buy from the PTA Christmas Shop on Monday 14
th

 
December.   

All gifts will be £2 and can be for mums, dads, grandparents etc.   

If your child would like to buy a gift, please ensure they bring £2 with them to school on Monday.  



Wellesley Park Wellbeing  

Message from Mary Wooding - Pastoral Lead 

Hello from isolation! 

 

While I’m at home, isolating just like Year 5, I thought I’d look up a few tips to help during the period.  

So, here are a few useful reminders to keep us mentally fit and healthy and to try and help family life, as well as some 

lovely ideas for things to do indoors. 

 

Helping Our Children to Cope with Isolation:  

 

 Stick to routine. Children don’t like uncertainty, so staying rooted in routines and predictability is going to be helpful 

right now. Structured days with regular mealtimes and bedtimes are an essential part of keeping kids happy and 

healthy.  

 

 Children often worry more about family and friends than themselves - For example, if they hear that older people are 

more likely to be seriously ill, they might worry about their grandparents. Letting them call or Skype with older relatives 

can help them feel reassured about loved ones.  

 

 Turn down the pressure - Don’t attempt to have the perfect home-schooling or a permanently harmonious environment. 

It is very normal that emotions will be up and down for parents and children, parts of the day will go really well and 

other parts may not! Make sure that you plan for some chill-out time for you all - Use the resources below for ideas and 

remember kids learn lots from playing too!  

 

 Be kind to yourself….and others - With routines being disturbed and families being isolated it is normal for people to be 

stressed and at times a little snappy. If you find that you are getting on each other's nerves or falling out, try to take a 

break.  

 

 Don’t beat yourself up if you have a fall out - When things feel 

calmer it can help to notice that everything being different is really 

difficult for everyone e.g. ‘this is really hard isn’t it, we’re not used 

to all this time together and things feeling so strange and it’s 

making us all a bit grumpy’.  

 

Use some of these ideas. . . but remember it’s good for children to be 

bored sometimes too!  We are used to busy, chaotic and activity filled 

lives and so are our children. Whilst we may dream of not having so 

much to do, the reality of losing our ‘normal’ is not the relief we think it 

is going to be.  

 

There are lots of resources to help fill the time, but don’t feel that you 

need to direct them every minute of every day. Research shows that 

children finding their own ways to keep entertained, can give them 

really important skills. If they say they can’t find anything to do, find 

them a job or some homework to do . . . often when those are the 

choices kids are really good at creating their own fun!  

 

Take care everyone! 



Communicating to School a Positive COVID Test Result—this weekend ONLY 

If you receive a positive COVID test result during half term, for your child or a member of your household, please text or call 
the school mobile and leave a message giving details.   

The mobile number is 07395 161339 (this phone will only be checked daily). 

Job Vacancies 

We currently have vacancies for a ‘Midday Supervisor ‘and an ‘Out of School Club Supervisor’.  

Further details can be found on the Vacancies section of the school website:  

https://www.wellesleyparkschool.com/our-school/vacancies.htm  

“How Was Your Day?” 

Here are some helpful questions that can be used to help your child open up about their day at school: 

Online Safety 

  

This is a useful video (just 38 seconds long!) for all parents and carers who have children that play online. It provides a 
helpful reminder of how to keep our children safe while they are having fun! 

 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=emb_logo&v=WgSnbBRVMPs 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=emb_logo&v=WgSnbBRVMPs


Pre-school 

This week the Pre-school have been in full swing with festive fun.   

The children have enjoyed making snowmen cards to share with their families, as well as Father Christmas face 
plates and a Christmas wreath.   We have also created a Santa’s grotto, decorated woolly hats and made lots 
of festive goodies.   

Please keep an eye on Class Dojo for our Christmas party information, as well as details of our Christmas hat 
competition.   

Please can we also take the opportunity to remind you that if you are claiming the government funded 30 hours 
free childcare, you have to reconfirm your eligibility every 3 months.  If you apply more than 3 months before 
the term starts, you’ll have to reconfirm your eligibility in your account in order to keep your code valid.  Please 
visit the gov.uk website for more details:  https://www.gov.uk/30-hours-free-childcare   

Reception 

The last couple of weeks in Reception have been all about choosing our own way of showing our learning. We have been 
developing our confidence in selecting our own resources and expressing ourselves in different ways. For example, some 
of us have enjoyed being creative using the junk modelling and getting out the paint. Some of us have had fun using the 
iPads to take or pose for our own photos!  

In Maths, we have been learning about time, so some of us used sand timers to play games and to see how many times 
people can do certain activities!  

We've been learning about Advent and how people celebrate Christmas, so we've had Father Christmas role-play and lots 
of festive drawing and making!  

We've invented a rather exciting game called Turnip Tag, practised our spelling skills in our new exercise books, and also 
filmed a Nativity!  What a busy couple of weeks!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/30-hours-free-childcare


Year 2 

Where has the time gone?!  We cannot believe we are nearly at the end of our 

second term in Year 2. The children have all done amazingly and are working 

extremely hard. 

We have really enjoyed our Talk 4 Writing story ‘The Papaya that Spoke’, and have 

learnt lots of new grammar including adverbs and expanded noun phrases!  

In Maths, we have been enjoying our money topic, recognising coins and notes and 

adding these together to make different amounts. The children have done extremely 

well with this and are loving using the pretend money in class to support their 

learning. 

The children have had so much fun over the past couple of weeks learning sign language to ‘Rudolph the Red Nosed 

Reindeer’.  We cannot wait to see the final Christmas video when it is uploaded to Class Dojo shortly!  

We hope you all have a lovely Christmas holiday! We look forward to seeing you all in January after a relaxing break.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Year 2 team.   

Year 1 

Nearly there!  The children have been outstanding this half term! They have continued to build on their story writing skills 

in Talk 4 Writing by adding extra detail to their story setting descriptions, as well as including detail about the weather and 

time of day. The children have excelled in this and we have seen amazing progress in all their writing.  

In Maths, we have been learning about shape. The children have been learning the names and properties of 2D and 3D 

shapes and we will be moving on to creating patterns.  

We have continued to look at The UK as part of our geography topic and the children have been learning the four capital 

cities: London, Belfast, Cardiff and Edinburgh.  

In Science, the children have been learning about seasonal changes and spotting the first signs of Autumn and Winter.  

A big thank you to Anne Harvey for hosting the phonics workshop and to everyone who made the meeting. If you would 

like a copy of the recording, then please message us for a copy.  

Thank you all for your continued support this term. We hope you all have a fantastic holiday. Stay safe everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3 

We have been very busy over the last fortnight in Year 3.  

In English, we have completed our Talk 4 Writing unit, the Theme park persuasive leaflet. We are very impressed with all 

the children for their commitment to using the features of a non-fiction text and wish their theme parks existed so that we 

could visit them.  

In Maths, we have begun to start recapping our 2,5 and 10 times tables in readiness for progressing onto our 3’s, 4’s and 

8’s after Christmas. 

In Science, we were hoping for some sunshine so that we could check our shadows and see how they change during the 

day. However, the weather was not on our side and so after making our sundials we were unable to carry out the full 

investigation. The children will be able to bring their sundials home in order to test them on a sunny day. 

In PSHE, both classes enjoyed a joint session of outdoor play where we worked on our cooperation with others and our 

teamwork skills. 

Have the most amazing Christmas break and we look forward to seeing you all in the New Year.  

Year 4 

Year 4 have been super busy over the past fortnight.  We have immensely enjoyed our 
suspense story writing, and this week we have been writing our own suspense story.  The 
children have included lots of short dramatic sentences and descriptions of how the 
characters are feeling.  

In Maths, we have been looking at measure, and in particular, perimeter. The children can all 
find perimeter on a grid and some can even master calculating missing sides of rectilinear 
shapes.  

In Reading, we have been looking at poetry and performing our Christmas poem. 

Science has been lots of fun, with investigations into how to make the most efficient string 
telephone.  The children can use correct science vocabulary to describe how sound travels.  

In History, we have written up our Boudicca facts in the style of a newspaper report.  We 
enjoyed learning all about this defiant Celt Queen.  

For your information, our Year 4 residential to Wildside remains booked.  The government 

currently intend to review their guidance about school residentials in February. As soon as we 

know more, we will let you know.  

We have had a fantastic Autumn 

term and we are looking forward 

to all the learning we will cover in 

Spring. Have a fantastic, relaxing 

and safe Christmas. See you all 

in 2021!  



Year 5 

 

We cannot believe how quickly this half term has come around and that it is 
almost Christmas. The Year 5 children have continued to work incredibly 
hard across all areas of the curriculum and we have had lots of fun.  

The children have been imitating and innovating their own versions of our 
warning tale ‘The Canal’. They have used personification and similes to 
produce some amazing descriptive writing. In Maths, we have been 
multiplying and dividing by 10 and 100 and exploring what happens when 
we get a decimal number. 

We have been so impressed with the quality of the biomes projects that 
have been produced at home. The 
children have worked so hard to 
research and create their biomes, 
producing these amazing projects.  

Well done everyone.   

We understand the disappointment and 
impact that the cancellation of the Kilve 
trip will have on our pupils.  We would 
like to reassure you that we will 
continue to monitor the COVID 
guidance and look into other options for 
the Summer Term.  

Year 6  

Our resilient Year 6s have continued to impress us with their commitment to their 
learning over the last 2 weeks.  

They have demonstrated an excellent knowledge of the world around them in our 
discussions about topical issues in readiness for their independent persuasive letters.   

In Guided Reading, we are fast approaching the climax of our exciting book Rooftoppers 
and in Science, we are continuing to explore the fascinating topic of evolution. 

In spite of the cold weather, the children have continued to enjoy their outdoor learning 
sessions where they are exploring our environment in the context of our Geography for 
this term. 

Every child has shown excellent resilience during their assessments this week and we 
are very proud of them.  

For your information, our Year 6 residential to Mill on the Brue remains booked.  The 

government currently intend to review their guidance about school residentials in 

February. As soon as we know more, we will let you know.  

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy and healthy Christmas with our best wishes for the New 
Year. See you all in January 2021! 


