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Headteacher’s Comment 

It has been lovely to have everyone back for a new school year! The 
staff have been delighted to see everyone and the children have 
been happy to see their friends and learn and play together again. 
All of our children have settled well into the routines of their new 
classes. 

We give a warm welcome to our new families who have joined our 
school community in Early Years. We hope that you have had an 
enjoyable first week and we look forward to building a positive and purposeful relationship with you. 
We have also welcomed some new staff to our Wellesley Park community this week, all of whom have 

thoroughly enjoyed their first days and are looking forward to the year ahead. 

At the end of the academic year, we said a farewell to two valued members of Pre-school staff, Mrs Madeline Oaten and 
Caroline Keane who have both supported children and families at Wellesley Park for fourteen years! We wish them every 
success in the future. We are currently advertising for a full time Pre-School Deputy Manager. 

Throughout our school, children are excited to be learning new topics. Updated curriculum maps will be sent out to you 
early next week, so that you are aware of what your child/ren will learn during the academic year. We have an exciting term 
ahead and we are looking forward to seeing some great work over the coming weeks! 

Thank you to everybody for adapting to the new staggered times and also for being considerate to others, by wearing a 
face mask at drop off and collect and continuing to use our one-way system. We really appreciate your support and hope 
that this, alongside our in-school measures, will help to ensure our children get a continuous, face-to-face education this 
year, with less interruptions due to COVID. Please be reminded that it is crucial that you do not send your child into school 
if they are displaying any symptoms and arrange a PCR test. Please keep school informed and notify us of the results once 
these are received. 

I wish you all a lovely weekend and I look forward to seeing you on Monday. 

Best wishes, 

Mrs Wilkins  

10th Sept 2021 

Our Wellesley Park School Value for this half-term - Resilience  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Job Vacancies 

We currently have the following vacancies: 

• Pre-school Deputy Manager 

• Higher Level Teaching Assistant 

• Teaching Assistant  

• Part Time Teaching Assistant which we are looking to combine with a Midday Supervisor role 

• Midday Supervisor  

Further details and the application forms are all available on the school website: https://www.wellesleyparkschool.com/

ourschool/vacancies.htm  

Wellesley Park Primary School Facebook Page  

Have you visited and followed our school Facebook page?  We regularly post updates, news, 

events and other information.   

Please see the link to our page below and click on ‘follow’ to link our posts to your newsfeed. 

https://www.facebook.com/WellesleyParkPrimarySchool  

Wellington Town Council - Donation of Book Vouchers 

 

Before the Summer, Wellington Town Council undertook a survey of residents to seek their view 

on the town centre.  They kindly offered to donate £100 worth of book vouchers to every school 

in the town if they received 250 responses to their residents' survey and £200 worth if they 

received 500 or more responses. 

 

We are pleased to announce that Wellington Town Council received almost 900 responses! 

 

We wanted to say thank you to all Wellington residents who voted and also to the Wellington Town Council for their 

generosity.  We will be adding further books to our library for all Wellesley Park children to enjoy very soon.   

Premises Update 

The asbestos removal works have now been completed. This has been a challenging project to undertake, with our school 

being fully operational as well as COVID restrictions and lockdown! The Department of Education Condition Improvement 

Fund of approximately £300k has ensured that our school is a safe, working environment.   

We would like to thank pupils, staff and parents for their patience while the school had to be completely emptied for each 

phase, and to our sister school IKB for hosting year 3 and year 5 while works were completed.  We would also like to give 

Mrs Lilley, our School Business Manager, a special thank you for diligence in ensuring that each phase of the works was 

completed successfully and timely – she has certainly gone above and beyond!  

During the Summer holidays, our Trust IT department worked continuously to: 

• install our new server which supports all of our computer systems in school 

• install computer desktops in each classroom 

• fit an enormous new projector screen and speakers in our school hall  

 

The caretakers has re-decorated Matilda and Hufflepuff classrooms and in Year 2, 3 ,4 and 5 new pupil chairs have been 

purchased.  

 

All of this demonstrates our continuous strive to improve not only the education at Wellesley park but also our learning 

environment.  

https://www.facebook.com/WellesleyParkPrimarySchool


School Absences 

Please can we remind you to report any absence from school to the school office.  This should also 

be the case even if you have contacted your child’s teacher via Class Dojo.   

Many thanks. 

 

Communicating to School a Positive COVID Test Result 

If you receive a positive COVID test result for your child or a member of your household over the weekend, please contact 
the school office via email sch.393@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

Many thanks. 

ParentPay / Class Dojo 

Whether or not your child books a hot school meal, please can you ensure you have signed up for ParentPay as this may 

be used for important future communication and contributions to trips and visits. 

Please also ensure you are signed up for Class Dojo as class teachers will communicate with parents and carers via this 

method.   

 

Duke’s After School Club 

If your child is booked to attend Duke’s After School Club but is not attending their session 

for any reason, please inform Duke’s staff if you are aware of this in advance, or contact 

the school office if this change occurs during the school day.  Booked sessions will still be charged for.   

Many thanks. 

 

FREE Gardening Equipment For Your School 

Do you or friends/family members shop at Morrison’s??? Could you help our school??? 
Here’s how…… 

From September to October 2021, when you spend £10 spent in store or online, you’ll get 
one Grow Token (for every £10 you spend) that school can then redeem for a wide range of 
gardening and growing equipment. You will need to download the MyMorrisons app today to 
take part. 

For more information check out: https://www.itsgoodtogrow.co.uk 

School Meals - Supply Chains 

You may be aware that there have recently been problems with food supply chains which are affecting supermarkets.  

So far this has only affected a few items which our caterers have been able to source from other suppliers.  However 
please can we make you aware that if the caterers are unable to source certain items, changes to the school meal menu 
may have to be made at short notice. 

In the event of any changes being made, we will notify parents and carers at the earliest opportunity. 

 
Many thanks. 

 

 



Message from Miss James - Outdoor Education and Forest School Leader 

Update on our specialist 'Forest School' provision for: SEMH / Social 

Communication / Motor Skills & Emotional Regulation and our fabulous 'Outdoor 

Learning for All' 
 
Outdoor Learning Highlights 
 

I am very excited to continue with Outdoor Learning this year - we have lots to look forward to!  

 

Throughout the year, we will be focusing on different curriculum subjects and all children will have the 

opportunity to take part in a variety of creative and challenging outdoor learning activities. These will 

help to develop not only their understanding of their 'in-class' topics but also to develop each child's 

personal, social and thinking skills, their ability to communicate and problem-solve as well as 

encouraging teamwork! It was a joy to watch the children develop all of these skills, though our 

outdoor learning sessions, last year and I can’t wait to help our children continue to deepen their skills 

this year! 

In addition to learning in the curriculum, our children will also be learning about the local tree and plant 

species, which grow in our school area and hopefully we will be able to grow some of our own plants 

as well! 
 

Outdoor Learning (OL) sessions will take place each week as follows: 

 
 

If your child has their outdoor learning session during the morning, please can you ensure that they come to school dressed 

in the appropriate outdoor clothing and trainers / wellington boots if wet.  

They must have a waterproof coat with them in case of showers, as they will only go inside if the weather is too severe. 

Children should bring in their school uniform, neatly packed in their school bag, ready for changing into afterwards.  

If your child has their Outdoor Learning session during the morning, please can you ensure that they come to school 

dressed in the appropriate outdoor clothing and trainers/PE pumps, as they will have their PE lesson before their Outdoor 

Learning session. If the weather is wet, children will need to bring appropriate footwear to change into such as wellington 

boots, walking boots etc.    

If your child has their outdoor learning session during the afternoon, they should bring their outdoor 

clothes to school with them, for changing in to later in the day. 

Forest School Update 

This year, Forest School sessions will be on Wednesday and Friday afternoons, beginning next 

week. 

Our bespoke Forest School intervention is a 6-week programme for the development of children’s 

recognised SEMH (Social and Emotional Mental Health); and/or social communication needs; and/or 

self-esteem and resilience building.  

As a part of our extensive SEND and Pastoral provision at Wellelsley Park, we work together as a 

team – which includes class teachers, the SENDCo, parents/carers and myself, as Forest School lead 

- to identify those pupils who we feel would benefit most from this provision, in one - or often more - of the areas identified 

above. As places are extremely limited, due to the bespoke nature of this intervention, we spend a considerable amount of 

time discussing pupil needs, monitoring and tracking progress and working together to ensure the right children are being 

supported, at the right time. 

Day Morning - OL Afternoon 

Monday Year 4 Reception - OL 

Tuesday Year 5 Year 6 - OL 

Wednesday Year 2 Forest School 

Thursday Year 3 - 

Friday Year 1 Forest School 



Reception 

What an amazing start to their school lives Reception 
have had! 

They have done so many different things this week 
including: playing in the mud kitchen, going down the 
slide, painting pebbles, singing nursery rhymes, 
counting, visiting other classrooms, getting to know 
each other and us! 

Thank you for being so organised with the labelling of 
their belongings, it makes life so much easier for us 
and them.   

Next week please send them in with a small packed 
lunch, which they will eat before their pick up time of 
12:15pm. 

We are looking forward to making more memories. 

Pre-school 

This week’s main focus has been settling in our new children and 
ensuring they are happy and content to be left by their parents and 
carers. 
 
The children have been busy with a number of activities, such as making playdough, painting, tweezers and sprouts and 
sand play.  They have also enjoyed stories and songs. 
  
This half term our theme is “All About Me”.  We will be learning all about our bodies, where we live, what we like and our 
families. 
 
Please may we remind parents and carers to provide a clean supply of clothes for the day and a weather suitable coat. 
 

If any parents or carers have any resources they no longer need, then please think of us at Preschool - we can always 

make use of any items you may have. 

Miss James’  
 

In every newsletter, Miss James includes a ‘wish list’ of everyday household items that are needed to help make Outdoor 

Learning and Forest School both fun and educational!  

We are hoping that you may have these items laying around the house, or shed, collecting dust.   If you do have something 

and are willing to part with it, could you please give it to your child to bring in.  We will make sure it is quarantined and 

sanitised before other children handle it. 

This week’s wish list:  

• Top soil/compost 

• Watering cans 

• Old ground sheets/tarpaulin 

Thank you everyone! 



Year 1 

Welcome to Year One!  

All the children have settled in fantastically this week and have got stuck straight into their work! Well done to all the 

children. 

Outdoor learning and PE will be every Friday morning. Please can the children come into school dressed for outdoor 

learning with their PE shoes on, as we will do PE first, and have wellies or outdoor shoes to change into. In their bags, 

please put in their school uniform and we will change them after outdoor learning.  

However, just for next week our PE and outdoor learning will take place on Monday instead of Friday! (Monday 13th 

September).  

Year 2 

We have had a fantastic first week in Year 2. The children have all settled in extremely well 
and have worked exceptionally hard. 

In English, we have introduced our story ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ and we are very excited to 
see whether our magic beans grow over the next coming weeks. In Maths, we are looking at 
place value of numbers up to 100. Other topics this term include Queen Victoria and Queen 
Elizabeth in History and habitats in Science. 

Year 2’s Outdoor Learning slot is every Wednesday morning. The children will need to come 
into school in their Outdoor clothes and bring their school uniform with them to get changed 
into for the rest of the day. This will start from the week commencing 13th September. PE will also be on a Wednesday, so 
make sure the children have their PE kits which they can keep in their lockers. They will need shoes suitable for outdoors 
and indoors. 

Thank you for your continuous support on the first week, we are really looking forward to what fun things we have planned 

for the next few weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3 

Year 3 have settled back into school really well this week. They are very keen to learn and have had lots of fun getting to 

know their new teachers and class mates. In Maths, we have been using concrete resources to recognise place value of 2-

digit numbers. We are looking forward to our science topic of magnets and forces and Stone Age in History and we are 

even reading The Stone Age Boy in our reading lessons. 

 

Outdoor learning starts next week and Year 3 will be outdoors on Thursday mornings and our PE sessions are Wednesday 

and Thursday. Please make sure all kit is labelled clearly. 

 

Looking forward to updating you with our fantastic learning in the next newsletter.  

Year 4 

Year 4 have had a great first week back and have really impressed us with their attitude to 

learning. Despite some variable weather, we have loved being able to play outside all 

together and have enjoyed using the play equipment at break and lunch times. All children 

have come in each day with a smile and have made Mr Hakes and Miss Shire feel very 

welcome.  

In Maths, we have started to look at our place value topic and have reviewed our prior 

learning, using base 10 and pictorial representations of numbers for support. We have had 

a big focus on presentation in our books and as you can see, the children have risen to 

the occasion!  

In English, we were very confused when a trail of glitter led us to a single stiletto in the 

middle of the classroom. We think it has something to do with our Cinderella story for this 

term and can’t wait to get started with our writing on this.   

Normally, Outdoor Learning for Year 4 will be on a Monday, and P.E. will be on a Monday 

and a Friday. HOWEVER, the first two weeks are a little complicated due to staff training – 

sorry! Next week, the children will need outdoor learning clothes and shoes on Friday – 

weather appropriate gear please! The following week (beginning 20
th
) they will need 

outdoor learning clothes on Thursday. Sorry for the confusion, as always, any questions 

please contact us on dojo. For P.E., please ensure all children have a full kit, with shoes, 

in school from Monday 13
th
.  



Year 5 

Thorin and Galadriel classes have settled really well into Year 5 and are eager to get 
stuck in to what this year brings! 

This week, we have focussed on the book, “The boy, the mole, the fox and the horse” 
by Charlie Makesy. We have reflected on what the quotes have meant and how they 
resonate with us individually. We have also created our own quotes, and used quotes 
from the book to recreate pages of the original – learning how to illustrate like Charlie 
Makesy using ink and water for shading effects. 

Other activities this week have included some maths activities on place value, PE team building games and an introduction 

to the world of Rock ’n’ Roll in music! 

Year 5 will have their Outdoor Learning sessions on a Tuesday morning, so please can they come to school in appropriate 

outdoor clothing and footwear, and bring their uniform in to school to change in to afterwards.  PE will take place on a 

Thursday afternoon.   

Year 6 

Year 6 have had an excellent start to the year! We are pleased with the resilience and 

determination shown by them towards all their leaning. This week, we have been settling 

back into the new routines and focussing on the year ahead. We have developed an 

understanding of Growth Mindset and had great discussions about what it means to be in 

Year 6.  

In English, we have started our suspense story writing topic. The children particularly 

enjoyed watching some short clips to capture their imaginations and support them in their 

cold write activity. In Guided Reading, we have explored an intriguing short story called 

'Find Me' and have reviewed our understanding of the different types of comprehension 

questions.  

During Maths this week, we have returned to the important concept of Place Value and 

numbers up to one million. In Science, we have begun looking at the Human body with a 

core focus on the circulatory system. In Art, we are examining the work of Pablo Picasso 

with a focus on surrealism and cubism. We look forward to the year ahead.  

Year 6 will have their Outdoor Learning sessions on a Tuesday afternoon, so please can 

they come to school in appropriate outdoor clothing and footwear, and bring their uniform 

in to school to change in to afterwards.  PE will take place on Thursday afternoons.   


