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Headteacher’s Comment 

I hope you all enjoyed a happy and safe half-term break. Spring is finally in the air, daffodils are blooming and the 

early mornings are at last light! 

Next week, this half term’s Knowledge Organisers will be uploaded to the school website. I hope that you have 
enjoyed referring to these with your children.  

Next week, you will also receive an invitation, which will welcome you to a showcase event, where your child’s 
learning will be celebrated. 

Our new school value this half term is Resilience. This is having the ability to keep going with learning, even when it is 
challenging.  In Assembly on Monday, we considered the goals that we are aiming for. Reaching a goal - something you want to 
do/be/achieve – requires you to stick at it, to not give up, to persevere. 

We are delighted to offer such a wide variety of school clubs. Please do ensure that your child attends the club that they have 
signed up to each week, as many clubs have a long waiting list. If your child does not attend for three of the possible weeks 

available, they will be removed from the register and the place will be given to another child. Thank you for your understanding in 
this. 

There is a Polling Day on Thursday 7th May.  Following the success of arrangements on the last polling day, the Pre-School will 
again be used as the polling station, and will therefore be closed to pre-school children on this date.   The school will remain open 
for primary school children and again additional safety/security measures will be in place as before.  We appreciate the 
inconvenience to Pre-School parents, however at this important time of the year with SATs preparation underway, it is particularly 
important to avoid closing the school.  

I look forward to seeing the children dressed up as their favourite character or with their book in a box on World Book Day. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
Mrs Wilkins  

Next Week’s Dates for your Diary  

02/03/20 - High 5 Netball Competition (for 

those signed up) 3.45-5.30pm at Castle School 

03/03/20 - Speak Out, Stay Safe assemblies 

03/03/20 - School Council meeting 

05/03/20 - World Book Day - dress up as a 

book character (optional) 

06/03/20 - Year 5 to bring cakes for PTA cake 

sale please 

Wellesley Park is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of the children and expects all staff to share this commitment 

28th February 2020 

Attendance Data 

Attendance by class for the period 24/01/20 to 13/02/20 : 

Elmer   91.8%   BFG  95.4%    Akela  95%  

Gruffalo   97.3%   Matilda  96.4%    Bagheera 95%  

Jasper   92.8%   Gryffindor   97.5%  

Kipper   92.3%   Hufflepuff    97.8%  

Mrs Tiggywinkle  96.9%   Thorin   95.1%  

Peter Rabbit  96.2%   Galadriel   97.1%  

Safeguarding update  

 

Parents guide to instagram. (We know that the regulations 
state that users should be 13+ but are aware of a number of 
children at school who do use the site).  
 
https://
www.conectsafely.org/
instagram/  
 



Message from Emmie Hartley-Criddle - Deputy Headteacher and SENDCo 
 
I have recently been asked by a number of parents, if I could recommend any good books for supporting 
children in difficult times, or with managing any different needs that they may have. Below are a few of my 
favourites, I hope they help! 
 
 
 



Hot School Meals for children with specific dietary requirements 
 
We understand the need to offer children with specific dietary requirements as varied a choice of 
menu as possible.  So in the next cycle of hot meals orders (in advance of the summer term), the 
new menu will indicate whether a substitute is available for children who have a specific dietary 
requirement.  We hope this will assist you with ordering.  If no substitute is available, please 
choose something else on the menu that will meet your child’s dietary needs. 

For meals currently ordered, the caterers will continue to substitute meals as they have done in the past.  We 
will contact parents if there are any menu queries that need clarification. 

Data Collection Forms  
 

If you have not yet returned the data collection form for your child (up to and including Year 5), please 
complete and return this to the office as soon as possible.  We can then move on to Year 6.   

Public Speaking Competition  

Milly in Year 6 and Ashleigh in Year 4 both represented the school at The 
Wellington Literacy Cluster Primary Schools' Public Speaking 
Competition on 13th February 2020.  

They both spoke beautifully and although they didn't win, the conviction 
which they demonstrated towards their chosen subjects was to be 
admired. Well done! 



Reception 
 

Reception have had an action packed first week back! The children came in on 
Monday to find the classroom had a mythical museum. It had lots of different 
artefacts that the children have been exploring. They have written some fantastic 
information texts about mermaids.  

On Tuesday it was pancake day, so obviously we had to eat some! The children 
also practised flipping mud pancakes outside and we read a lovely story called 
‘Mr Wolfs Pancakes’, which reminded us of ‘The Little Red Hen’.  

In Maths the children have been exploring the properties of 3D shapes. The 
children have grouped the shapes according to their different properties and have 
experimented and made predictions about which shapes would roll.  

We are carrying on Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle this term and we have been 
practising turning the ‘s’ shape into a number 8. This has been tricky for lots of us, 
but we have shown resilience and kept trying!  

Pre-School  
 

This week we have been enjoying cookery week.  The children have 

been busy making cheese straws, wraps, fairy cakes and porridge.   

 

The children have been demonstrating their creative skills by making 

paper chains and puppets.  We are also in the process of starting 

our Easter display. 

 

Next week is World Book week.  We are asking all the children to 

dress up all week as their favourite character and to share their 

favourite books.  We will also be having fun with story sacks, the 

Hungry Caterpillar and the Bear Hunt. 

 

We have our parent’s evening on Tuesday 10th March,  

from 4 - 6pm.  This is a great opportunity for all parents to 

see how their children are getting on. 

 

*Please note that the Pre-School will be closed to the 

children on Thursday 7th May due to Polling Day. 



Year 2 

Welcome back to the second half of the Spring term.  

Year 2 have had an exciting start to the week when we noticed 
some visitors outside of the classroom window dressed in funny 
white suits. We found out that they had come to investigate an alien 
landing. An evidence bag and letter was then delivered.  

They had found some green goo, a moon rock, a burnt patch of 
grass from a spaceship landing and a 3 toed footprint. The children 
have spent time learning a non-chronological report all about aliens 
as part of our Talk for Writing and have discovered some very 
interesting facts! 

Year 1 
 
Oh my wow! What a week we have had in Year One!  

We have introduced our new non-fiction Talk for Writing unit where we will be focussing on non-chronological 
reports. The children thoroughly enjoyed our ‘hook’ where we shared a report written by forensic scientists who 
investigated our playground looking for evidence of aliens landing! We have learnt our non-chronological 
report about aliens using our story map and have had an in-depth discussion about different vocabulary.  

In Maths we have been focussing on number bonds to 10 and 20, looking at how to do this systematically.  

This week we celebrated Shrove Tuesday by discussing the reasons behind pancake day and we even tried 
some!  

We have now finished our Science unit on animals including humans and have now introduced our new unit on 
plants. We hope your ‘house plants’ grow beautifully; we look forward to seeing the progress!!  

 



Year 3 

An out of this world experience of watching scientists analysing footprints and the scorched remains from a 

brief alien visit to the school has been a wonderful start to our English work for the half term. We will be 

learning about how to write non chronological reports and are looking forward to researching facts and points 

of interest about aliens. 

 

The Ancient Egyptians are still a focus for our topic.  

The afterlife, mummification, clothes and artefacts will be researched 

and studied.  

 

In Maths we will become able statisticians by processing data; drawing 

pictograms and bar charts; as well as interpreting various tables. We are 

sure 100% of the children are looking forward to this!  

 

Planting seeds will begin soon as we learn about the life cycle of 

flowering plants. 

 

Pin and Paper Fashion is coming to Wellesley Park! Paris, Milan and 

New York better watch out because for Art and Design, Year 3 are going 

to be designing and making something to wear!  

 

Don’t forget to:  

 Read five times a week at home 

 Bring in Reading Record books and Reading books EVERY DAY 

 Learn spellings for Fridays  

 Continue to learn times tables  



Year 4 

 

At the end of half term Year 4 had a wonderful day working with Year 1. In 
the morning they visited Kipper and Jasper classes to read them stories that 
they had written during their English lessons around a theme of ‘Rags to 
Riches’. Later on in the day, Year 4 then looked after Year 1 during a PE 
session in the hall.  
 
This half term, Year 4 have been learning about balance poises in PE and 
how to produce counter balances as well as types of movement such as 
canons. They then created gymnastic sequences that incorporated all of the 
techniques learnt and they then worked with Year 1 children to teach them 
how to carry out the moves. Both Year groups had lots of fun and were a 
credit to the school with regards to politeness and a fantastic attitude to 
learning.  Included are a handful of pictures that don’t do justice to a special 
event that had all teachers bursting with pride. 

  
This week, we have started our new Science topic of States of Matter which involves heating and cooling 
to change solids to liquids and gases. This links nicely to our new Talk4writing text entitled ‘Should 
Children be allowed to eat chocolate for breakfast?’ The children will learn about the features of a 
discussion text and we will discuss topics such as Fairtrade, football, mobile phones and healthy eating 
during this unit. There will be lots of opportunity for practical experiments this half term as the children 
enjoy testing out ideas or answering important questions such as ‘Which biscuit is the best for Mr Carter 
to dunk in his tea?’ 
  
Can we remind everyone that our PE sessions are Tuesday and Thursdays and school PE kit needs to 
be in school for both of these sessions. 



Year 5 
 
Year 5 had a great start to the week with a visit from 
Paul Stevens with a workshop called Virtual 
Reality.  The idea behind it was to let children 
understand  how playing online games for a length of 
time can distract from doing activities in the real 
world.  The children discussed feelings and moods 
they may experience when gaming or going on social 
media too.  Another aspect they looked at was age 
requirements for games and apps and the privacy 
settings which must be set correctly to ensure videos/
photos aren't seen by the wrong people. 
 
On Wednesday the children came into their classes 
which were somewhat in disarray! Chairs and tables 
had been knocked over and a ‘dragon egg' had literally 
been laid in the middle of the room! This is going to 
form part of their non-fiction writing for the next few 
weeks.  We'll let you know more as and when it 
hatches! 
 
A few reminders: 
Sometimes we need to change the day of PE so can children have their kits in school for the whole week 
please.   
Some of the children are coming in without coats - please can they bring one each day. 
 
Kilve - 16th - 20th March 2020 
Medical forms need to be in by today and the remaining payment if you haven't done already. 
On the Monday of Kilve, please send your child with a packed lunch and drink to take with them. For 
those children in receipt of free school meals who would like a packed lunch provided, please let the office 
know as soon as possible.  If your child normally has a school dinner during Kilve week, please make sure 
you cancel these meals on Parentpay. 
 
When we return on the Friday please collect your child at the normal time of 3:10pm. 
 
Finally,  please could you provide your child with a cake for Kilve - we have an afternoon break everyday 
and like to eat cake!  If your child has any particular allergies/food intolerances please provide them with 
something they would be able to eat. 
 
If you have any questions regarding Kilve please either see Mrs Doidge or Miss Davis. 



Year 6 
 
Year 6 have begun Spring 2 with a spring in their step! We are off to a flying start 
with our Algebra in Maths and are continuing to enjoy our class Read As A 
Reader book Skellig by David Almond.  
 
In Science we have been learning about how animals are classified and what 
makes each species different from each other.  
 
In English the children have been very animated about our new unit which is a 
discussion text on: Should Nifflers be allowed to live on earth? The children have 
expressed many mature views which they have been able to justify in sessions.   
 
It was lovely to see so many of you at our SATs Information evening. If you were 
unable to come, we can make copies of the power point available.  Ask your 
child to request one from us to take home.  
 
We are very proud of how hard the children are continuing to work towards their 
SATs and in all their subjects - they are all a real credit! 


